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PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST LONDON EDITION OF JUDAH AND ISIABU 



In the Preface to the " Jewish Intelligencer," publisli- 
ed in America, the Author considered that that work 
X would be his last. It is proper, therefore, to state th^ 

^ reason for his again appearing before the public as an 

author. During his late preaching tour through several 
^ counties, he found it to be a very prevalent idea, that 

all the past Christian efforts to promote the conversion 
of the Jews had been in vain, and come to naught, and 
that, therefore, it was not worth while to make any new 
attempts. 
^ This mistaken idea naturally arose from &e cir- 

cumstance, that the " London Society for promoting 
« Christianity among the Jews " having, in the year 1819, 

become exclusively Episcopalian, the Dissenters were 
* shut out from having any hand in the management of 

K its affairs, and receiving scarcely any information of its 

[ proceedings — and especially the generation which has 

sprung up since the change of the Society took place, 
who can just remember that in the-iays of their youth 
some exertions had been made to promote the conver* 
sion of the Jews, but having not heard anything of it in 
their riper years — ^they naturally concluded- that the 
whole scheme had failed. 

Hence, after preaching on the subject of the Jews, 
the people felt again deeply interested, regretted that 
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ir PREFACE. 



the sermon had h&ei^ so shmrt, u|< 
more informatiovotf^hS^s^d^ 



d wished much to have 



Having consulted with several brethren on the expe- 
diency of laying the subject before the public in a printed 
form,' in a manner^in sirhich it could not be done from 
the pulpit, and having received their full approbation 
and encouragement, I redeemed a few hours every 
morning during my daily journeys, in preparing the 
following sheets. Considerable part of the matter has 
been published ^before by the Author, in America, in 
different works, but will be, most probably, new to the 
people in this country. 

As the present unparalleled efforts to promote the 
conversion of the Jews were originally commenced by 
the Author, it was thought the Reader would not be dis- 
pleased to know something of his history^ He has, 
therefore, prefixed a new and enlarged edition of his 
Narrative. 

That the reader may be deeply affected with the 
truly deplorable condition of my Jewish brethren — 
firmly believe the many promises of God respecting 
their conversion to the faith in Christ Jesus— pray fer- 
vently for '^ the Spirit of grace and supplication on the 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem " — and 
engage zealously in promoting the salvation of Israel — 
is the sincere prayer of the Author. 

London^ Septem^ff 1837. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE AtJTHOR^S LIFE FOft 
THE LAST SIXTY-EIGHT YEARS ; 

COthTAINIir* 

IL Bl8«t>Rir or THC ORIODT Alf9 l>R(H}Rfi8B O^ TUt 
PRKBBNT CHSUTIAN SFFaKTS t6 

TftE CONVER8IOK OF THE JSVUv 



t HIS BIRTH AND EblTCATto^. 

^ L It pleased God, ia ^bdm I live, inoTt&, and 

hare mj being, to favour, me with the light c^ this 

world, Sept. 21,. 1771. The plaice Of my satiTity is 

Maynstockheiin, near to Kit^ingea, in Fraacoaia, in 

Germany. My fioher, Samuel Levi, was niaeteea 

years a private tutor in a Jewish jbaulyyat Mjnibuia^ 

heim>; and, after he mardedi crnitinued, as il were, da]^ 

and night ia the study of the sacred Scriptures and thd 

traditions of mea, and acted as Merah Tzedeek, while 

my mother earned on the Irade^ by which the ftibiiy 

was comfortaUy supported. 

^ 2. Morah Tsedeck is a peiwm ta whoin th^ 
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2 NAKRATfVE. 

Jews apply for direction in difficulties arising from the 
observation of the innumerable religious ceremonies 
with which the Jewish ritual abounds ; and the cases 
on which such a person is consulted are such as the 
following : — If a grain of com should be found in any 
kind of food during the feast of unleavened bread, it 
may happen that not only the food must be thrown 
away, but even the vessels that contained any part of 
it dare not again be used during the feast. Or suppose 
a family, while feasting on meat or fowl, should find 
that their knife or fork is one of those which are used 
in eating food prepared with milk or butter, the com- 
pany must desist eating any more of those victuals, nor 
dare they use any of the knives, plates, or other vessels, 
till the case has been decided by the Morah Tzedeck, 
whose verdict is very frequently, Uiatthe foodsKiBt be 
thrown away, and the earthen and chins vessels in 
"^hich it was served be broken in pieces. Such like 
questions are daily brought before the Morah Tzedeck, 
and in towns where as many as seventy families live, 
as is the case in my native place, such questions are 
continually arising. 

^ 3. According to the religion of iny paients, I was 
circuebcised the eighth day after my birth, and received 
my name, Joseph Samuel. The reason why I have now 
the addition df three names will be given hereafter- 
Jewish' children are called by the name of the nearest 
relation who is dead, perhaps in reference to Dent. zxr. 
; accordingly, the first child was "called by my parents 
Levi, which was the name of my father's father ; ihe 
seeon^ was a daughter, and received the name of my 
mother V mother- v and as I was the third child, I received 
the name ofmy mother's father, which was Joseph. My 
paredts had ten ofacldren, five daughters and as many 
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aoMi, M; skters were taoghl to read tlie prayer-boek 
in the Hebt«w iangaage, i. «., to pronounce the words 
wiihout uaderstaading even tlie litonral meaning of a 
eingie aoKtefnce.' This, alas! ia uaaaUy aU tke religibos 
edtieatkm whieh the females rec^ve,and many of them 
even >iiot eo much. But toy hrcthetH and myself were 
|Hit under the- care of -aiutor in our own family, who 
Instructed us daily according to the Law and the Tal- 
mud, and every Saturday we were examined by our 
lather in what we had learned through the week. Our 
lator took every opportunity to inspire us with prejudices 
and hatred against the Christian religion. While ex- 
plaining th4f five books of Moses, he mentioned in every 
place the opinions of the Christians, raised objections 
against them, and endeavoured to establish us in all the 
Jewish erfors. On the evening preceding the 25th of 
December, it being supposed .that Jesus Christ was 
born on that evening, ^e did not study an3Fthing sacred : 
bttt our teacher always made us read a little book called 
Toidoth Jeshtt, the generation^ of Jesus, which contains 
the most horrid blasphemies, and is calculated to fill 
any person who believes it with prejudiee,/disgu8t, and 
hatred against Jesus and his foHowers. This common 
practice of the Jewish teachers was more strictly ob- 
served by ours, by the express desire of my mother, 
who was a most inveterate enemy to Christiatiity, be- 
cause her brother had embraced the Christian religion, 
and had lived and died at Strasburgh in the faith of the 
Son of God. This circumstance .gave rise to a com- 
mon saying in my native town, whenever a' quarrel 
arose between the Jewish boys and my brothers, and in 
particular as to myself, who was always the wildest, it 
was generally said, *; Let them alone, they will cei^ainly 
torn Christians, as their uncle did." For ever blessed 
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A NARBAT»rS. 

^ the ILionlt who hm aoeoiBi^htd thia prophecf in 
me the most ui^wcmhy. My DHither henelf aanoenrly 
watched us^andwoDkl never nuffta us t»^reftd anybody 
but ia the Hebrew laagiiage, le3i we shoiiid read some* 
thing about the Chriatiaa religion. .Such was the esr 
anity of ray dear mother i^ainal the Ueased name of 
Jesus, that, i^hen a Chrisliao, who frequently came to 
buy bread or dour, said, ^ I horpe you will yet belieTO 
in Jesus Christ," she woidd eacciaim, with-great emotion 
of soul, '* I will rather be .damned than belteTe in the 
hanged one." Such also waa the language of the 
mother of " Etmma, de Lisaau ;'" and no doubt to such 
conduct the apostle . Paul alliided, when he said, ** I 
could wish that myself were accmrsed i^m. Christ,'' 
(Rom. ix. 3,) or gather, <' for 1 4td wish," t . e., before 
my conversion,, ''that myself might be damned, as 
Christ himself was^" agreeably te my 4>pinion of him at 
that time. Perhaps few passa^s have been consider- 
ed more difficult to be understood than this. But the 
more 1 have examio^d. what has been written on this 
passage, the more I am convinced that the mind of the 
apostle iBay be easily known ; 1st. If the seoond and 
thiid verses are read without the clause, '' for I could 
wish that myself were accursed from Christ ;" 2dly. 
XiOt the original word Euchomen, the imperfect middle 
voice, be translated I did wish, instead . of I ^^ eould^ 
i. e., before my conversion i 3dly. Let this sentence be 
read in a parenthesis, as a reason why Paul felt and 
expressed greater sympathy for. his brethren than any 
other of the apostles did. As if he had said, '' They 
never hated Christ as I did ; lor before my conversi<Hi, 
I was as bad as my unb^ eying brethren, are^ For like 
them I did wish myself aceursed from Christ ; ». 0., I 
aUiorred the idea of belie vip^ in him, ot as» being eoiu 
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ftidered one of his disciples ; and therefore, by sad 
experience, I can sympathize with them more than 
ethers." He who has just been rescued from a dan- 
gerous fit of sickness, feels more for a sick person than 
he who never knew what sickness means. Hence even 
the Son of God himself needed to be tempted and tried, 
that he might be able to succour them that are tempted. 
The reader will not wonder at my mother's conduct, 
•when he is informed, that totemibrace the Christian 
religion brings greater reproach upon the family than 
if all the children had been guilty of the worst of 
crimes ; and -the person himself who believes the Chris- 
tian religion becomes the object of their utmost abhor- 
rence. One of the names by which they call him or ker 
is Me^nmmad orMeshummedeth, fromthe root Sha- 
Biad, wl^ch signifies to destroy ; and to this name-they 
generally add, Yemach Shema vesichro, t. «. ^ Let his 
name and memory be blotted out.* And if it were in 
tk»ir power without ChiUul Hashshenu u e., without 
bringing reproach on God, or exposing themselves or 
nation to persecution, to take away the life of such a 
person, like Saul oi Tarsus, they would consider it a 
service done unio God.- 

^ 4. Dear readeis do not judge rashly of the motive 
which actuates a Jew in thus dealing with his brother, 
cm: even with his only son. Frequently I have been 
ti^d that the Jews must be a cniel and unfeeling people, 
because they dius^act toward their brethren and near- 
est relatives. Verily, the contrary is the case* In all 
my travels among different nations^ I have never found 
a peopfe more attached to each other^ and ready to assist 

' * See D. Levi- ling. fi^c. R. Eliae Tishbt, and Boxtorf on the 
root Sfaanud. NisstehoB, P. 4. Beer HsggoU. f. 44. e. 8. 
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6 NARRATTrr. 

to the utmost of theif power in evecy aiinctwn, thxtt I 
have witnessed amon^ the JFews ; and especially the 
ardent love and affection winch subsists between parents 
and children. Yet I do not doubt the truth of the 
assertion^ that even some parents have put to deat& 
some of their children because they would not renounce 
lihe name of Jesus with bkMphemy. Does any Chris- 
twn believe tliat our veneraUe Mbet Abvabaffl must 
have been a very unfeeling and cruel father, because he 
w^, after three days'* mature contemplatiov, found ist 
ibe very act of killing his son, his only eon, his beloved 
•eon Isaac ? No, he is the more admired for his pie* 
ty, love, and obedience to Gad, Fev alfchou|^ he loved 
bis son Isaac most tenderly, yet he loved God still 
more, and was ready to obey his most tr3riBg oommandl 
£ven so, every Jew ie commanded that if any of theirs 
should worship another God he is to be put to death^. 
and believing; Jesua^tO' haire been bi:^- a mere man, they 
indkr upoi^ every Jew who professes Christianity, and^ 
eonsequently worshipping Christ ashodossthe Father, 
to be an idolater^ and that theiefbre it becomes iheiF 
duty as much as it was ttet of Abraham, to put him to 
death. It should, therefore, not -be cemsidered strange 
•r surprising to find that multitudes <^ the Jews, whose 
confidence in the present Judaism is> shalcan, and who^ 
feel a strong desire of ' inqutfing into the evidences of 
Christianity, y^et stifle their convictions for fear of tho 
awful consequeooes, as will be shows more full in the 
sequel of this narrative. 

\ 5. The advantages and disadvantages arising (tout, 
this mode of education I have o(Wn experienced ; while* 
on the one hand it was the means of my progress in 
Jewish leeerning, on theother hand itiiefil me in p^ect 
ignorance of all other useful knowledge: until my 
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twenty^burth year I liad not se«n a 'Sew Testament 
nor a tiransfetion of the Old. 

When about three years, i begun the Hebrew alpha- 
bet, and when but six years of age I conld read any 
ehapter of the fire books of Moses ; and althouffh I had 
no grammatical knowledge of the language, and under- 
stood little of the true meaning •£ the perceptsy or the 
vest design of the ceremonies contained in those bodbs ; 
yet ten thousand thanks to my dear parents, who taught 
ne the sacred Scriptures from a^ child, the fruiia of 
which I still enjoy. 

^ &. About that tkne it plieased G6d to afflict me 
with the smalUpox, which brought on a long and pain- 
fttl illness, and my life was supposed to be in danger 
for about a year and a half, during which time I 
Jorgot what I had formerly learned; the sight of 
my left eye was also injured, Hbd I lost the use of 
speech, but through the blessing of God I was gr^ 
dnaUy restored to the use of both. The latter, iiow- 
ever, has always continued in a measure defective, and 
even at present, in reading a long-continued sentence, 
1 experience some degree of hesitation. This former- 
ly was often a source of grief to me, bnt bussed be 
€rod, for many years past I have seen the wisdom and 
goodness of the Lord in this fatherly chastisement, and 
through eternity I shall have reason to say that this 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, has worked 
out for me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. 

^ 7. On my recOTery I was again; instructed in the 
section out of the law appointed for the wee^,*^ with the 

* It is sa anoieot cuBtom among the Jews to read in the aytA- 
gogve».€vei3r Sabbatb-4ay, aaectioa of the five booka of Moses, t. e., 
kw^ so. M-ta Mad the whole onee every jear ; and as their leap-year 
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explanation of Raahee, t. e.^ Rabbi, Sdomon Yarcbi, and 
was also taught a chapter every day out of the former 
prophets,* and writings or Hagiographa, but never was 
any part of the latter prophets, except what is contain* 
ed in the Haphtoroth,t explained to me ; no wonder, 
therefore, that I was ignorant of what they had written 
concerning the Messiah. I have often been surprised 
that, in the choice of these Haphtoroth, those parts 
which speak the plainest of Immannel are left out, 
especially as the 52d and 54ih ch^ters of Isakh are 
appointed, but the last three verses of the 52d chap- 
ter and the whole of the 53d are skipped over. The 
only reason I can assign is, that the people may be 
kept in ignorance of the Messiah. The omission of so 
many precious and most important portions of the 
writings- of the holy prophets, such as the 7th, dth, 
and 53d chapters o^ Isaiah ; the 23 chapter of Jere- 
miah^ and the whole book of Daniel, particularly the 
9th chapter, has led me, among other reasons taken 

has fifty- four weeks, they have divided the law into so many sec- 
tions, each of which is called Sedrah. In those years which have 
not so many weeks, and in which no fastiTak faU on the Sahbath* 
two sections are joined on certiun Sabbath-days. 

* The Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, contain^ twenty-four 
books* which arp divided into three classes : — Torah, i. e., the five 
books of Moses. Neve-im, which is again divided into the former 
prophets, comprehending Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings ; and 
the lalt^ prophets cocftainmg Isaiah, Jeremiah, Szekieli and the 
twelve Arinor prophets, which are consideyedas one book. Ketho- 
vim, containing Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Canticles, Ruth, Ijaraen- 
tations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and ChnK 
nicies, — N. B. ^zra and Nehemiah ar» considered as one book. 

t It is a tradition that, when Antiochus Epiphanes prohibited the 
reading of the law; the Jews subatituted fifty-four portions obt of 
the prophets, which they call Haphtoroth, one of wMch is still vead 
every Sabbaih-day after the edCtioB of the law is finished. 



TMRT U 9 

ao^e of bjr Tilrmga/ lo 8usp»oi the tnitl| of Ihe 
ftttliqttity of the chmoe of the preaenl Haphtorodi« 
I sm ra^er ineUaed to think, that at a raitcli later date, 
tOfNteveet the people from reading' the whole BMe^ 
this method has been adopted. Hence we find most 
Jewish faxulies in the possession, vnfy of that Hebrew 
Bible which coQtaiqs iio more than 4he five books 
of Moses ; the Haphtoroth for the Sabbath and festival 
days, and five books out of .Kethuvini or Hagiogra* 
phy, pamely, the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamenta- 
tions, Ec^lesiastes, and Esther. This may be con- 
sidered as one great eause why so very few of the 
children of Israel know aic^ything of so great and • use- 
ful a part of the sacred Scripture. This opinion is 
strengthened by the impious circumstance recorded 
by several Jewish writers,! ihat a curse is denounced 
ki the name o£ Babbi Jonathan, a great man among the 
Jews, against the computers ot the jseventy weeks in 
the 9th chapter of Daniel. " Let their bones rot, who 
compute the times of the end." Dear brethren, I be- 
seech you, if you love your souls, if you wish to be 
really happy, let nothing hinder you from ^' searching the 
Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life^ 
and they are they which testify of the Messkah.''^ 

^ 8. When I was nine years old, the holy hook of 
God was shut up and laid aside,. and in its stead the 
productions of men, as the Mishnah, Geparah, &c^ 
were brought forth and eagerly studied in succession, 
with great pleasure and satisfaction, for ihey were 
nourishment to my earthly and sensual affections, and 

 Vitrmga, de Synag. Vetere, lib. iii. p. ii. c. xi. p. 1007. 

f Maimonides, H. Melaehim, c.12. Yad chazftkah, De Reg. 
ch. 13. See also Kidd6r oathe Meea. P. I. p. 29. Owen on the 
Keb. Y. I. E;c. p. 17^ ;| John v. S(a. 
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fuel to my cornipt hemt%^; and^thus was I for dam yeam 
longer absorbed m rain Sjpeculations, and spoKiding my 
Btrengtk ibr nstigtit/ On the first Sabbsth after I vas 
thiMen yearsvand a day old, I re^ in the synagogue, 
acoordtng to custoni, the section of the law-appointed 
for the day, which happened to be the second, called 
Noach. It is a custoni among the Jews that, when a 
boy has arrived at the age of thirteen years and a day* 
he is considered a man, fit to be one of the ten necessafy 
to constitute a full number for public prayer. He is 
now obliged to observe the precepts of the kw himself, 
and iherefore called Bar Mittvah. He is Sko con- 
sidered of age to ipanage business, and his contracts 
are valid. I was now arrived at that period of life in 
which it is usual with the Je^a to decide, whether a 
person will engage in business, or qualify himself farther 
for atiy religious office. Having chosen the latter, I 
continued fi^e years longer in the study of the Talmud 
audits various commentators. 

II.— HIS RELIGIONS OFFICES SUSTAINED AMONG < 

THE JEWS. 

§ 1. At the age of eighteen I went, with the consent 
of my parents, to Hesse, as- a te&cher, and during the 
following: three years I instructed six children in read- 
ing Hebrew, and to understand the literal meaning 
of the five books of Moses, together with some parts of 
the Mishna, and also in writing and arithmetic : in 
these obcupaitions I was employed only six hours in the 
day, and the remainder of tny time I was often at a loss 
how to spend.' that I had then knovirn the value 
of time ! Besides free board and lodging, I received 
four guineas per quarter, with which in Germany a 
person can live better than with ten guineas in £ng« 
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knd. Tbuft 1 4koQgbi myself ricb, and " iacreased widi 
godds, and had ne«d of Botbing, not knowing that I was 
[ wretched, and Husernbie, and poor, and blind, and 

naked." — Rey. iii. 17. 

^^ ] . At 'the age^ twenty'-ooe I received a second 
hononary degree to be aChazan or reader in the syna- 
gc^e.*^ At this period I was much estee^ied among 
my. brethren, but the pride of my heart was not satis- 
fied ; I therefore took great pains, and spent a whole 
, year in obtaining the knowledge of the Jewish method 

I of pveparing the knife for kilUng fowls or beasts, and 

jf of the natttre of the Itmgs. None but those who hare 

learned these ceremonies can judge how difficult they 
are to be acquired, so as to be master of them all. A 
person who sustains this office is called Schocbat, t. e., 
to kill or slay. 

$ 3. At length- I likewise cdbtained this degree of 
V hom>ur from the then presiding Rarf or Rabbi, of 

*- Every synagogiie has a Ofaasan or Sheliach Tzibbar, whose 
oflrike is to read the pfttblic prayer and the law of Moses. 
# l^-By Rav or Rabbi the reader will understand one who has the 

sjHritual oversight or care, and in a Kmited sense the civil rule, over 
a great number of Jews. In Britain there are bat two, the Portu- 
guese and the German Rav. By far the greatest number of Jewk in 
England are under the jarisdietion of the latter, the Rev. Dr. 
Hirschel. I have not the honour of a personal acquaintance with' 
either of these respectable gentlemen. But whife with pleasure I 
take this opportunfty of expressmg the highest esteem for Dr. Hir- 
schel, on account of the amiable character he bears, both among Jews 
and Christians ; I cannot but lament his want of that liberality of 
mind which his venefabTe father, Rabbi at Berlin, possessed, and of 
whicb the following is-one of many instances that might be ^e)at«d ^^ 
f In IdOO I applied to a Jewish priiiter at Berlin to print a sermon in 

Hebrew, but finding thAt the contents was in favour of Christianity, 
he said, ^* your must first obtain peftnission of thd Rav." Accord- 
ingly I went to the Rabbi myself. At first he seelitied inclined t4 
refuse, but after a long, friendly, and very interesting religious con- 



Hesse Cwissk Ia the vseof tese csMvmkms oImii* 
iNuices J wsft eacHemely strtd, althotigli not oas of tham 
is U> be found expressed in the whole book o^ Godf 
but they are a few of the innumerable vam and ex- 
tseraeljT hnsdensonie traditions received of the fs^thers* 
O Messed .tewis ! thyr yxtkn is essyv and thy burdea 
is light, for by thee the weary and the heavy laden find 
test.- Happy, thrice hapfiy those who are. broeght 
into the lu>ly^ liberty of thy glprioos and everlasting 
Gospel ! 

^ 4. Abotit this .time my mother etttered into a^ large 
ccmeein of business^ namely, of siq>piying a past of th« 
Prussian anny with grain and pn>vifiion» ^riag then 41; 

Venation, he said, ** You may tell the printer, as he^as printed 
Othei^ hooka without my permisaton, 1^ might have printed this also.^ 
In the present eblightened age, and in that happy conntiy, ^here 
liberty is ceoaidered aa «lMolote]y nceesaary to real happtnesa, the 
Jews, who would eTer jubmit to ivpvisonHMNiit, ponishfl^ent, erd^a^ 
itself, r&ther th^n be in bondage to any mao^ ought to be suffered to 
enjoy liberty of conscience. But it is a lamenta.ble fact, that ||r. 
Hirsckel ha# frequently prohibited the Jews frov attending py 
Christian place of worship, especially where the word of s^vation ia 
professedly addressed to the children 49f Israel Parents apd guar- 
dians also have been, forbidden, by his circular letters, to send theit 
children to a Christian school in general, and particojiarly to the free* 
school, established for Jewish diildren, as will be shown hereafter^ 
Perbapa som^ who read this note may think it strange that I do 
not style Dr. Hirschel High Priest, as others have done. But all 
vfhp are acquainted with the real stat^ of the /^ wish nation, know 
that there ezista no more a high priest,, than there is a temple, altar^ 
or sacrifice. But rejoice, O Israel, that there is one high priest, 
Jesos, the son of David, bless^ be his name, made after the order 
of Melehtzedek* who offered up himself a holy sacri^ce, well pleas- 
ing unto God, and entered the holiest of holies with his own blood) 
ever living to mi^ifl intercession for transgressors, according to the 

Slowing prophecies : Psalm xvi. JO.; kviii. 18 ; ex. 4 ; Isaiah 
. 10— la- . 
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Frankfort on the Maine, and, therefore, wished for my 

assistance at home. I comphed with her wish, and 

returned to my father's house. But having neither 

skill nor pleasure^in trade, I once more left my kindred 

and my country, and returned again to Hesse. On 

the day of my departure my dear father acoompanied 

me a little way out of the town, and at the moment of 

parting he laid his hands upon my head to give me a 

parting blessing. The words he made use of on that 

si^emn occasion were then deeply impressed on my 

mind, and will never be forgotten by me ; they were 

these : ** The angel of the covenant be with thee." 

Little did I then think that he alluded to the Angel 

j€hov€th, who appeared to the patriarchs Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob ; that «poke to Moses out of the fiery 

bush ; that gave to Israel the law from Mount Sinai ; 

and of whom Jehovah himself said, " Behold, I send an 

angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring 

thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of 

him, and obey his voice ; provoke him not,ybr he toiU 

not pardon your transgressions; for my name is in 

Iiim.^ Neither could I have then conceived what I 

now firmly believe, viz., that that very Angel Jehovah 

is Jesus of Nazareth, who, in the fulness of time, was 

bom at Bethlehem ; died on Mount Calvary, to atone 

for our sins ; rose again for our justification ; for ever 

liveth at the right hand of God to make intercession 

for us ; and who will come again, (to reign on the 

earth a thousand years,) and judge the whole world in 

righteousness. O the rich, free, and sovereign love o( 

my God, who I trust 1ms revealed in me Jesus Christ 

his Son, the hope of eternal glory, wlule my dear 

family were left in Jewish unbelief. However, from ' 

the conduct of my dear father on this occasion ; from 

B 
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liis deadness to all worldly concerM ; from his deligbt 
and study in the law of the Lord day and night, and, 
above all, from his secret devotion,* I have often been 
led to indulge the hope that he has been a believer in 
Jesus Christ our blessed Saviour ; kke Nicodemus, who 
came to' j^sus by night ; and like Joseph of Arimathea, 
who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretlf, for fear of 
Che Jews; and the remarkable meeting of Solomon 
Deutch and his friend, to be noticed hereafter ; or at 
least one of those devout Jews who waited for the con« 
eolation of Israel. To return. 

^5. As I had saved some money in the preceding 
years, I resolved to travel, and accordingly made a tour 
through Westphalia to the borders of Holland, and 
then back again to Grottingen, Hanover, and Ham- 
burgh. Here I stayed about nine weeks, and boarded 
in a Jewish family, where many strangers resorted. 

* The reader, I hq>e, will penkiit me to men^on the following 
circumstance, which had npde such a deep impression upon m.y mind 
when but a lad, as to be still before my eyes now, although old ayd 
gray-headed : 

One of my sisters, aged about five years, after an illness of a few 
iays, WHS found wrestling with death. My ftttfaer,who was then in 
his study, or place of devotion, being informed of it, simply replied, 
'* All is well,*' and remained undisturbed. Abont two hours aftef» 
ward my sister was found dead. My father, on being immediately 
made acquainted with the fact, said, " I will come and see her.** 
About four hours after this, while all the family and friends were 
in the deepest distress, my dear father entered the room, approached 
Hie bed, touched the cfaild*s hand, and said, ** My beloved daaghter, 
how are you 1" To our greatest astonishment, at that moment the 
child opened her eyes, which had been covered oyer, and asked for 
a drink of water. My sister gradually recovered, and I have iiot 
yet been informed of her death. O, how great is the power of 
prayer ! Lord, increase my faith, and give me a greater portion of 
the spirit of prayer and supplication. 
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One day a J«wiib brother infonned me final he had 
received a letieir from a friend^ deeiroiw to obtaia a 
I39aehec*'£wr his children. After eon» oonrersatioii on 
different Vraaohea of letting, and examiaalien of my 
Qfedentiaie, be said, ** Y<ni are the rery maa that will 
snit n^ friead ;'* and offered me a letter ol^ introdoo* 
tiont Bei A§[ tired of an idle life, I accepted of his ofier^ 
and ^gave hkn a few dollars for his remaneration. In 
a few days I went with the stage to Sekwerin^ about 
three days' jo«mey from Hamburgh, to present my 
letter of mtroduction. But how great was my astonish- 
meat when the geatleoHUi, to whom i presented it, 
assured ne that he had neither writ^n for a teacher* 
nor had any chfldien lo be iastnicted ! My dis^poiat'' 
meat iftnot Ifetiing a situatioa was kr lastf than my 
9UPffti9^ to have been thus Imposed upon by oae of my 
<fwn bre^eBtand kinsmen atf^er the flesh. The words 
^ of pavad came^immedaatdy ioi my nuad : *' It was not 
^ awenooiy^lMt repfoached liie^ then I could have borne 
Jit.** ^ But, llessed be the I^orJ my God, who has sa 
• overruled this eircumstaxice that I can now adopt 
' the iKCords «f Jos^fky my namesake, " He diought 
evil afainst me, but Ood meant it untO' good r tc^ 
biaiig to pass, as i| is this day, to save nmch people 
alive. ** 

. '^6* Among the passengers from Hamburgh to 
Sehwerin wae a Jewkdi ^aoher, and a young Christian, 
an agint lor a tabasco ^toryin Hamburgh. The 
Utl^, having observed a great differaace in our con* 
duct, (for my brother Jew plainly declared, by his 
actions, that he had freed himself from the restraints 
of' Jewish ceremonies ; for he ate and drank freely of 
everything that was set belbre him ; while I, on the 
(solidary, according to my education, ate scarcely any* 
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thing but bread and batter, and that cut with my own 
knife, during the whole journey,) addressed, us thus : 
" If you will give me leave, I will state to you my 
opinion concerning the difTereiU manner in which. you ' 
act^ both pvofessing to be Jews." Having obtained 
permission^ he said to my companion, " You, my friend, 
are neither a Jew nor a Christian, neither hot nor cold ; 
if you think yourself freed from Jewish ceremonies, 
you ought to believe that the Messiah has come.^' To 
me he said, '* I am sorry to see you denying yourself, 
and so much troubled with the burdens which your 
fathers were never able to bear, and which you need 
no longer to observe ; for," said he, in continuance, 
« tho ceremomal law is fulfilled, and taken away by the 
Messiah Jesus, who has confirmed the new covenant 
with his blood ; as it was foretold by the prophet Jene» 
miah." Here he took out his Bible, and read as 
follows : << Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, t|iat < 
I will make a new covenant with the house of* Israel, 
and with the house of Judah ; not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day 
^at I took them by the hand to bring them out oC the 
land of Egypt, which my covenant they brake, although 
I was a husband to them, saith the Lord : . but this shall 
be the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel : ARer those days, saith the Lord, I will write 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts : and will be their God^ and they shall be my 
people." " You perceive," said he, ^* that the covenant 
of ceremonies should be succeeded by another and 
better covenant. It is evident, therefore, that the 
former has ceased ; for sacrifices, which were the life 
of all other ceremonies, as well as Jerusalem, the place 
where they were to be offered up, are both no. moce i 
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the new coreottDt mtiet have beea ratified, aad this has 
been done when Jemie died on the croas, and the 
veil of the temple rent from the top to the bottom. ** 
This portion of Scriptare, which I had never read 
before, for the reasons mentioned above, and his obser* 
vatiotts, made a deep and lasting impression upon mj 
mMy and for some time I was wretched and miserable, 
lull of doubts and fears, and knew not what to do. To 
my Jewish brethren I could not disclose my feelings, 
for the least suspicion of doubts respecting the truth of 
their present religion, 6t a favourable opinion respect* 
ing that of the Christians, would have inevitably ex* 
posed me to their displeasure, hatred, or persecution, 
and among Ch^stians I had no acquaintance. 

Having understood that my ChristiaQ friend had gone 
to Rostock, I resolved to fdlow him. From this time 
I must date the commencement of a new period in my 
life. 



III.— TIME AND PLACE OF HIS EMBRACING THE CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION. 

§ 1. As soon as I arrived at Rostock I went to the 
inn nearest the post-office, inquiring for my friend, but 
was disappointed in not hearing of him. 

Having been informed that no Jew was allowed to 

remain in that town for a single night without permis* 

sion from the magistrate, for which a certain sum was 

to be paid, I told the landlord that I was a Jew by birth, 

but that I had come to that place to inquire into the 

truth of Christianity, and to embrace that religion if I 

should be convinced of its veracity. On hearing this 

he promised me every assistance, and the next day he 

went with me to the house of a minister of the Gospel, 

B2 
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who examined me concerning my knowledge. of .tbd 
Christian faith, and of the motives which (ed me to re- 
nounce Judaism. Having found that I could produce 
no other proof that Jesus was the Messiah but the 10th 
verse of the 49th chapter of Genesis, " The eeeplre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, untU Shiloh come } and unto Him shall ihe 
gathering of the people be," he suspected my motives 
to be worldly ; nevertheless, he did not altogether dis- 
courage me, but went with me to some other minis- 
ters, and stated my request to the magistrate of Rostock, 
before whose bar 1 was shortly after summoned to ap- 
pear, where I was strictly examined, and my testimonials 
were approved ; but I was told that there had been 
many Jews who had embraced Christianity only for 
secular advantages^ who had lived afterward as hea* 
thens, which had made them very careful of receiving 
any before they were thoroughly convinced of their 
sincerity. 

In order to assure them that I sought nothing but 
the truth, I promised not to receive the least emolument 
from any Christian, but to learn a trade, that I might 
obtain my daily bread by the labour of my own hands. 
About a fortnight after tlds I received their resolution,, 
which was, that I should go to three neighbouring 
towns, and if none of the minisjters would be willing 
to receive me, that I should return to them again, and 
they would assist me in my undertaking. 

^ 2. From Rostock 1 went to Wismar, where I was 
kindly and affectionately received by the Rev. Dr. 
Haupt,^ to whom I went twice every week for instruc- 
tion, and spent as much time at home as I could spare 
from my employment, in comparing the German trans* 
lation with the Hebrew Bible, and in reading the New 
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TeaUyoient, which I had never seen before. By compa« 
ring the predictions respecting the Messiah, contained 
in the Old Testament, with the history of Jesus of 
Nazareih as contained in the New, my jiidgment was 
soon convinced that he is the promised Messiah t and, 
considering the doctrine and precepts of the Gospel, I 
perceived that the dispensation of the Gospel was faf 
more glorious than the Mosaic, At this early period 
of my Christian pilgrimage I began to experience the 
truth of the declaration of my blessed Redeemer, " He 
that will be my disciple must deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow me." The reader may possibly 
expect that I allude to persecution from my Jewish 
brethren ; this was not the case, for there were no Jews 
residing in that oity. But what is more strange, many 
who called themselves Cbristians treated me as a hy- 
pocrite and deceiver. Not unfrequently I was told, 
" You are only come among us. for what you can get ; 
as soon as you have made your fortune, you doubtless 
will give up your profession and return to the Jews." 
These things often pierced my heart sharper than a 
two-edged sword, especially when comparing my former 
honourable, comfortable, and promising condition with 
my present low, poor, and despised situation as a shoe- 
maker's apprentice. For I would observe that, in gene- 
ral, an apprentice in Germany is treated very little better 
than a slave. My situation was attended with peculiar 
difficulties. My master's wife, having been for several 
years melancholy, and sometimes altogether deranged, 
reduced him into low circumstances, and I soon found 
that no plentiful table was to be my portion ; and my 
natural pride was exceedingly humbled by the authority 
assumed by his daughter, who was not fourteen years 
of age, whereas I was now £ive-and-twenty, and having 
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spent the preceding years in so. respectable a situation 
among my own people, with whom, I had no doobt, if I 
had then gone back to them, I could have gained one 
equally good. These things were not pleasant to the 
flesh, but grievous ; however, blessed be the Lord, who 
enabled me to persevere, and who prepared me to bear 
still greater hardships in his blessed cause. 

^ 3. At the expiration of a year and a half, my 
master was obliged to give up business, which led t9 a 
new difficulty ; the minister would not receive mo as a 
member of the church until I had learned my trade, and 
wished me to go to another shoemaker. But the trade 
would not allow any other master to receive me before 
I was baptized. The reason which they assigned was, 
that no apprentice is allowed to stay l6nger than three 
months with a master, without having his name regu- 
larly registered in the boQk belonging to that trade ; but 
as at that time^no Jew could be bound apprentice, my 
name could not be registered till after I was baptized. 
Thus was I left almost without a single friend in a 
strange place. 

At that time a band of players was at Wismar, and, 
in order to gain support, I copied their lessons for about 
two months. The master of the band was much taken 
with me, and had it not been for the impediment in my 
speech, caused by the small-pox, mentioned above, I 
should doubtless have become one of the company ; but 
God, in his wonderful mercy and gracious dealings with 
me a poor sinner, broke this snare also. 

^ 4. By the kind orderings of Providence, I met with 
a gentleman, whose name was Matthias van Gilben ; 
he advised me to go to New Brandenburg, in Mecklen- 
burg Strelitz, where he was acquainted with the Rev. 
Cortum, a Lutheran minister, who would receive me, 



PART I. 31 

to whom he gave me a letter pf recommendation ; I 
therefore took my leave' of the minister at Wkmar, who 
also gave me a letter to the minister, and I proceeded 
to New Brandenburg. In my way thither, in every 
town where I came, I waited npon the ministers, who 
all severally wished me well, bat were not willing to do 
anything in my favour. How few, alas, are those who 
seek the salvation of Israel ! When I reached the place 
of ]|iy destination, I delivered my letters to the Lutheran 
minister, Cortum, who received me kindly, and gave 
me effectual assistance. I was again bound to a shoe- 
maker for one year and a hatf, and went, as formerly, 
twice a week to the minister for instruction. 

^ 5. On the 8th of May, 17d8, 1 was publicly bap- 
tized, or rather sprinkled, and received as a member of 
the church. 

It has always been the eustom that, at the baptism 
of a Jew, some respectabie persone should stand god" 
fathers^ who make him many presents ; but I refused to 
receive any, or any kind of presents, as another proof 
that I did not embrace Christianity for the sake of 
worldly gain. It is also an ancient practice in Germany 
for a converted Jew to receive new names at bis bap- 
tism ; therefore^ upon this occasion^ the minister gave 
me three additional names, vi^..^ Christian Frederick 
Frey. The 6r8t expressive of the religion I embraced ; 
the second, which signifies rick in peaces to express his 
good wishes ; and the last, aa my ^mame, to remind 
me of the text from which he preached on the occasion^ 
viz., John viiL 32, 36, " And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make yon freeJ* " If the S.on» therci 
fore, shall make you /rec, ye shall be free indeed.** 
Free, in English, signifies the same as Frey in the Get>« 
man language, but Frey is pronounced Fry^ and should 
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be poronoanced in the English the same as the pronoun 
they : but most of the people, while I was in England^ 
attending more to the origin and signifiauion than ti> 
the spelling of my name, pronounced it generally as if 
written free ; and I myself got into the habit of doing 
the same. 

^ 6. Thus I was received into the pale of the Chris- 
tian Church, as it is called, having an established belief 
thai Jesus was the Messiah, and that theve was no sal* 
vation but in him ; nevertheless, I acknowledge, with 
shame, that I had neither a clear perception of the 
spi^luality of the law, nor of the nature of the offices 
sustained by^and the benefits to be derived from, Christ. 

A few months after this my apprenticeship was ex- 
pired, and I was at liberty to go as a journeyman. It 
was, therefore, my intention to accompany another young 
man, of the same trade, to Rostock ; imt €rod, in his 
gracious designs, had appointed another piece for me, 
where I should be led to a fuller discovery of the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. 

IV. HIS CONVICTION OF SIN, AND SAVING ACQ.UAINTANCE 

WITH JESUS. 

^ 1. Two days before the time on which we proposed 
to leave New Brandenburg, my companion wounded 
his hand in such a manner that he was obliged to give 
up all thoughts of the journey. As I had given notice 
to my master of my intention to leave him, I did not 
choose to remain any longer, and therefore removed to 
the next town, which was Prenzlow, in Prussia, where 
I arrived on the 24th of December. The weather was 
exceedingly cold, and there were many journeymen, 
but little work. I, however, not only found employ- 
ment, but was settled in the best situation in the whole 
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town ; thus lately out of my lipprentieesbip, yet the 
Lord in his kind providence gave me success, and 
greatly blessed the work of my hands. Surely good- 
ness and mercy have followed me all the daysr of my 
life, O that I could praise God for his loving kindness 
lo me an unworthy sinner. 

^ 2. In this situation I met with so much envy and ill- 
will from 4he journeymen, that I was obliged to change 
it for another, not so good in point of wages, and much 
more laborious, but it proved more profitable to the wel- 
fare of my soul. In this house I bowed my heart as 
well as my knees before Jehovah, and prayed for the 
first time in the Spirit as well as in the letter. I must 
here beg the reader's patience while I relate the follow- 
ing remariLabIe*providence of God : A few weeks before 
Easter, the same gentleman, Mr. Matthias van Gilben, 
who had recommended me to the minister at New Bran- 
denburg, paid me a visit, and made me a preseQt, saying, 
'' Buy yourself an apron with this money, and wear it 
as a remembrance of your friend.** Accordingly I went 
immediately with his son to a tanner, by the name 
of Michaelis. I have ever been fond of remarking the 
ways of Providence, and now that I know more of 
that God who alone orders all events, my delight is 
still greater in looking back to those ways in whidi he 
had so graciously led me even to the present hour. 
We passed by several tanners' shops, as I saw after- 
ward, in order to go to that of Michaelis, of whom I 
asked for an apron, and, when he told me the price, I 
said, <* Is not that too much 1 for I know the value of 
these things." " How came you to know it ?" replied 
he. ' I answered, " When I was a Jew I lived in a 
family where such skins were sold.'^ " So," replied Mi- 
chaelis, " and you are now a Christian ?" " Yes," said ' 
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• 

I, with tbe greatest confidence'; when he asked me far- 
ther, ** In what manner do you live t" This was 
indeed a surprising question, for I had never perceived 
that thofe were any different ^odes of living or con- 
versation among Christians. '* I live," said I, " as all 
the shoemakers' journeymen live ; I go once every Sun- 
day to church ; and then you know the young men 
cannot be at home at their masters' houses, where they 
lodge and board in the week, but must go to the inn or 
house of call,* where they all meet ; there I spend 
the remainder of the Sabbath, and generally till IVIon- 
day evening, as they aU do, in playing at cards, and 
sometimes dancing : the other days in the week I am 
very diligent at my work." " I am sorry," replied Mi- 
chaelis ; " as you are a Christian^ you ought to manifest 
it in a different manner." To which I answered, " I 
have no friends or acquaintances here, therefore I must 
go to the inn, and, being among the other journeymen, 
I must join in their manner of life, else I shall be laugh- 
ed at and ridiculed by them all." Michaelis then said, 
with great kindness, " You may come to-morrow after- 
noon at five o'clock to the house of Mr. Thorman, where ' 
several friends meet ; you will become acquainted with 
them, and be able to spend your time on the Sabbatii 
at their houses." 

• Following the bent of my natural curiosity, I pro- 
mised to go there the next day, this conversation hap- 
pening on a Saturday. On my return home I inquired 
of the mistress if she knew the house of Mr. Thorman, 
where some friends met every Lord's-day. She could 

* The house of call is an inn or tarem, where the masters 
register their names if they want a journeyman, and the jour- 
neymen, on their arrival in a town, call there to inquire for a 
master. 
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4 '3. Satly 'Oil tlie fdlkMvtog movtfing, libe appointed 

day in iwrhidi t€k>d designed most graciously -to airip me 

of my own ee)f*righteoti8ness, and clothe me with llie 

rigliteeiisneas of his dear Son, our blessed Redeemer, 

to «dom -me with his ^rieus garment of solvation ,^ I 

felt my mind so uneasy that I oould^not Remain in bed. 

I arose, 'but the fannly being -all asleep, I icnew not 

what to do ; in the meantime 1 heard the playing of 

an organ in ^a church near the place of my ebode. I 

went thither, but scarcely knew why. The Rev. .Mr. 

Wolff was at that moment -confirming a great number 

of children, it being Palra«SundAy. At tthe conclusion 

of the ceremony *he addressed >them4hu8 : ** My dear 

dhildren, I am afraid that some of you will soon return 

again into the broad road whioh leadeth 4o destruction, 

but my wish before God for you is, 'that you might be 

s^ved ; I would therefore recommend to you the fol* 

lowing passage of the' holy^Scripture^ : Job aavii. 6, *' My 

heart shall not reproach me as long as I live ;'^' or, «8 

be repeated it from the German Bible, ■** < my conscience 

does not reprove roe for the whole of my'life^'" JRea- 

der, compare this with Acts xxiv. 16, ." And herein de 

I exercise myself, to have always a conscienoe void 

of offence toward God and toward men." **My dear 

children," said he, with the greatest affection,^ consider 

these words at the close of every day, «nd examine 

whether your conscience does not accuse you for the 

day which you have passed, and if it does, be sure to 

kneel down and pray for the forgiveness of your sins 

through Jesus Christ." 

^ 4. Dear reader, I must here be permitted to pause, 

C 
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for it is impossible for me to exprew fha feelings' of m^ 
heart on hearing these words. 1 found them '* sharper 
than a two-edged sword," Heb. iv. 12, and stronger 
than " a hammer which breaketh the rocks in pieces," 
Jer. xxiii. 29 ; my conscience accused me of crimes 
innumerable, and, alas 1 " a wounded spirit who can 
bear V Prov. xviii. 14. I now firmly believed that I 
had not only broken the double covenant as a Jew, 
which was first made with God by ;ny parents at my 
circumcision ; and, secondly, by myself, when I was 
thirteen years old ; but also that covenant with God in 
Christ, which I had rashly made when I was baptized 
and joined the Christian Church. It now pleased the 
Lord to teach me something of the spirituality of the 
law ; I not only found myself guilty of very many sinful 
words and actions in my life past, but I was also con- 
vinced that ^ the thoughts and imaginations of my heart 
were only evil continually," Gen. vi. 5 ; mine eyes, 
which were formerly full of lusts, were now overflow- 
ing with floods of tears ; the very ground beneath my 
feet seemed ready to open itself to swallow me up, like 
Korah and his company. I thought that the eyes of 
God and of the congregation were fixed upon me with, 
the greatest abhorrence and disgust. I left the place, 
and entered for the first time into my closet, and shut 
the door behind me, that I might pray in secret to my 
Father which is in heaven. But, alas ! I knew not how 
to pray, nor had 1 confidence to draw nigh to that 
God whom I bs^d so often and so greatly oflfended. 
Some passages, of the holy Scriptures I remembered in 
Hebrew, which I repeated again and again, such as 
Fsalm cxliii. 1, 2, and others, but I found no com- 
fort, 

^ 5. I can therefore, my dear reader, say, from per- 
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ftonal experiencdfdi^t there is nothing easier than for 
ft natural man to believe that God will pardon his sins 
for some imaginary reason or other ; and nothing more 
difficult than for a truly awakened sinner to believe that 
God can pardon his sins, and yet be a holy, just, and 
true God". It is not in- the nature df any means, al- 
though it be our bounden duty to. use them diligently, 
^ther to convince the natural man that he is a guflty, 
defiled, and helpless sinner, nor to persuade the con- 
vinced sinner that the Almighty can be a righteous 
God, and at the same time the justifier of him that b^ 
lieveth in Jesus. Both effects it is the office of the 
same Holy Spirit to produce, who maketh the means, 
graciously appointed by God, and diligently used by 
man, effectual to the salvation of the soul. **• He who 
convinces the mind of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment, must also take of the things of Jesus, and 
show them to the heart of the mourning sinner." John 
xiv. 8, 15. 

Having described the circumstances which God made 
4o operate in overwhelming my heart with godly sorrow, 
I no proceed to menftioa the manner ia which the Lord 
Jesus gave rest to my soui. 

§ 6. The reader will recollect the conversation 
vhich had takeir place between Mr. Michael is and my- 
self on the preceding day, and his invitation to be at 
five o'clock at Mr. Thorman's ; at that time I had re- 
solved to go out of curiosity, but now I was like " a 
pew-bom babe, desiring the sincere milk of -the word, 
that I might grow thereby." 1 Pet. ii. 2. Nev^r was 
a day so long as this day seemed to be. At length the 
pifich-wished-for hour approached, and I joyfully hasten- 
eH to meet the Christian society ; but when I reached 
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the hou86^ the thunder and Uf^tnulgs of Mount SinM 
lenified my breftst aArethr flUy 8tfM= ^led rajr fttee with 
thfime. All my naturt^ boMhieei wae g em ^ joidi h oowM 
not look up wkh eonfideB^e to the daav friends' aMoAr 
Med togetfafmr ; like oae of oldv ^aeeye* were fix#4 to 
the gra uad, and the-kiigMage of my heart vraitf ^ Gai, 
he* mer)3iful ko me- a< simiier.'' Luke- xviik 13^ But 
Mif. Thorman, at wheee h o a a o the B O fli iet y Bwtr Mid 
who had been for nearly sixty yeont- au' eUBfiei^oiit^ 
Q»eM^ and faithful eoldier of Jesue Christy reteeined 
ine with the great^t afieetaott^ sympoil^, amd oofrijpai^ 
aibn ;. and from thai revy niondat^ to th^^ diy I left* thiit 
place^ I etteemed^reveffenead^aadivuated hin(«# » ana 
of God. 

Among otheff qiiestmna^ h» aeked. whether the m»- 
nisters who Imdtnstnicfiad m» for three yeais had pfayed 
with me^ on their klveesv L amf aon^ to say that my aa^ 
swer, dictated hy tmthy waaf a- negative;. 

The service now began with ainging, theit followed 
a short prayer, and aftnr lint he readia seiti new ott Isa. 
hii. 4,. ^ ir*^^ Surely he hadr heme ovr grieis,. aand- oav- 
ried our sontowa : yel we* did eateero^ hinr stiickeii, 
smitten of God, and afflicted.; but. he was wounded for 
our traasgresaionsy be was bruised fiar our init^uities : 
the chaatisemeut of our peuee was. npon> hioi ; and wiiii 
his stripes we. are healed.'' Jesua Christ was the sum 
and substance of the diseouraer from which I reoeivod 
much comtot : thea we all hneeled down^and he^ pray^ 
ed^ Much of tte prayer was ea tof accaust,. tkamking 



* This is th^ coofession of svasy converted Jew ; but,. O how 
glorious will be the display of the grace of God, when the whole 
Xewish nation shall be converted; and thus acl^nowledge theiv 
toner erro^ I Zecfa. zii. lO^-ll^ 
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God for calliDg me out of darknesa, tod more particularly 
that it would please the Lord to make me useful and 
faithful. 

After the service was concluded, Mr. Thorman iu- 
▼ited me to visit him the next day. I now longed to 
retice to my closet. On my return to my ma8tef>'« 
house, all were surprised, for it was quite a new thing 
to see me on a Sunday evening, and seldom on a Mon- 
day. I told them I had been at Mr. Thorman's, and 
wished rather to be by myself, than to go to the house 
of call. I asked my master if Mr. Thorman had 
studied : " No," was his reply. *' But how is it possi- 
Ue," said I, " that a man could so long pray for me 
without a book, and without even knowing of my com- 
ing to him, and consequently he could not have stu- 
died the prayer ?" " That is no wonder," said one of 
the family, '^ these people pray always." Immediately 
I went into my closet, fell upon my knees, and cried, 
'' Lord, teach me thus to pray." 

^ 7. After two hours' sweet meditation, I laid myself 

down, and slept under the shadow of the Most High. 

Early on Monday morning I arose with an eager desire 

to read the Bible. On opening the sacred volume, my 

eye was fixed on 1st Tim., i. 15 : '* This is a faithful 

saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners ; of whom I am 

chief." Having been used to catechise children, I put 

the same questions to my own soul as I would have 

done to a child in the school. Who is the person 

spoken of ? was my first inquiry. Christ Jesus. What 

did he come into the world for ? and where did he 

come from? From some place that is not in this 

world — from heaven. Why did he come into the 

world? To save sinners. What kind of sinners? 

C2 



Signers that are in thi» world, and great biiumtv 
too. 

^ & While I was thus musing with myself, I was 
enabled to conclude and belie v«, that though I saw 
myself the chief of sinners, yiet Christ was able to sare 
me, for he saved Paul, who called himself the chief of 
•inners. From that moment I wae led to rejoice m the 
salvation of God my Saviovr, and feh his- lore shed 
abroad in my heart, which constrained me to vow an 
eternal hatred against ev^ry sin, and to devote myself 
to the service of him who* lived and died lor stmiersw 
Never did I enjoy an hour like that Monday morning: 
I generally breakfasted at the house of call, having 
spent the night there, as I obeerved before, but now I 
went to my employment with pleasure and with re*> 
newed strength. My master and his family were ear- 
prised to see me at work on a Monday morning, and 
could by no means account fiov the sudden change, not 
knowing that the Gospel of Christ teaches a man to be 
diligent in business and fervent in spirit.. In the after- 
noon two journeymen came to know why I had not 
been at the house of call on the preceding day. On 
being told by one of the family that I had been with 
Mr. Thorman, and that I was now hard at work^ singing 
psalms, and making melody in my heart, they were sur- 
prised, and endeavoured to persuade me to go with them 
to, our former place of supposed pleasure. I received 
them affectionately, and assured them of the unspeakable 
happiness I now felt in my soul, and that I had pro^ 
mtsed to go again in the evening to Mr. Thovman'a. 
Finding that they could not prevail on me by kindness, 
they began to ridicule the society of Christians with 
whom I had just formed an acquaintance, expressed 
their sorrow for the unhappy change, they thought, I 
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« 

kad ezperi^Kced, »iid l^ft me, in the bope that God 

would deliver me from tbe dangerous sect o( '* prayiDg 

brothreH." O Lord, enable ne to pray without c^pifting ! 

Id tbe eveotBg I called upon ray^dear friend Tborman; 

after some eonversatioa he took ne into \am closet, 

where we kneeled down toother. He began to rend 

. the first ckftpter in the Gospe) bj St John^ and chan|>sd 

erery verse into a prayer, introdneing at the sane time 

parallel passages from the Old Testament, to ilhislnrte 

and confirm the truth which be had read from the Cion- 

pel, and earnestly begging for the influences of tbe 

H(dy Spirit to Uess it to our souls. This ineatin^able 

privilege I enjo^^red almost every day, especially en the 

Sabbath, as long as I continued at Frenzlow. Mr. 

Tborman would klso frequently read the periodical 

pablicatione of the Basil Society, and other letters rel»- 

rive to tbe spread of the Gospel among Christians, and 

especially the exertions of Christians in England to 

send the word of salvation to the heathen. Very often 

he would break forth with a deep sigh, and exclaim, 

^ O that I was again a young man like yourself! I 

would immediately go as a missionary/' I do not reco^ 

lect that he ever spoke to me directly about offering 

myself as a missionary, nor did I feel the least incli- 

nntion to go, even if I had then been asked. However, 

his labour of love and prayer of faith have not been in 

vain, as it will be seen in the sequel. ' I had no sooner 

tasted of the grace of God, than I was desirous to invite 

others to come to the fulness of grace and mercy in 

Christ Jesus. With pleasure I embraced every leisure 

moment to visit the sick, and twice every week I went 

to the poor-house. Here I had the first opportunity of 

speaking of the love which my dear Redeemer bears to 
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sinners in general, and which he has manifested to me 
in particular. 

^ 9. The happy change of my dispositions and con- 
duct had a remarkable effect upon my master. Before 
I became acquainted with Mr. Thorman and friends, I 
spent generally one or two days in the week in idleness, 
and while at work I only earned just enough to sup- 
port myself. My master therefore treated me with the 
greatest kindness, in order to keep me diligently at 
work ; but from the time that I began to labour hard 
and faithfully, on Mondays as well as on other days in 
the week, and received nearly twice as much wages as 
before, he not only looked coolly upon me, but very 
soon dismissed me from his employment, without being 
able to assign a single reason for his conduct. O the 
onmity of the carnal mind ! But blessed be the Lord, 
whose kind providence often overrules the bad conduct 
of man to accomplish his own gracious purposes. It is 
a custom in Germany for masters and journeymen to 
dissolve their connexion at Midsummer and Christmas 
only ; but my master having dismissed me about two 
weeks before Midsummer, I could not expect to meet 
with another situation until that day arrived. I went 
to Mr. Thorman, and told him that I intended to leave 
Prenzlow, as I could not bear the idea of spending my 
time in idleness. Mr. Thorman informed me that a 
friend of his, Mr. Boettcher,* was going to Berlin, who 

* In my late Tisit to Berlin, understanding that Mr. Boettcher 
was yet alive, I wrote him a letter, and in a few days received the 
following answer : 

" Prenzlow, June 4th, 1838. 

** Very dear Brother — ^Ye^terday I was highly gratified in receiv- 
ing yonr letter, and with great pleasure I hasten to comply with 
your wish to write an answer. It is now forty-one years sinc^ we 



9^%f L 33 



'Womli tftf doubt pfbemre K< master for me. v He jga^te 
niM » letter ot reconmimiddiCiclirltf^Mr. Burgtrtva si^e^ 

first becaiiie AcquaiffCied, seeking afcer Jesaa. (5", what unceasing 
fliaiili^dV^WfOMp« totbtft fiiitfifti) Kedifctfmer who; Ariki^solmi^iw- 
lk^ ot tiM& througii the drnigerv of ItlBV tSle t«rie«f - of cbaogMt fjtm 
tedaptatiow to aJUj simI- our owb w^alraeM^ bar k«pi m* amaiU* af 
our absoiate dependence 4»D«hiai I Bot» my dear brother, we ire 
atill in the worldf where our faith ia liable to aoffer shipwreck if wo 
do not watch and pray. Let us, therefore, continue in the school of 
i\i& Hbty Sprrit, then shidf we not ctAly Be kept' fh>m the eti\ one, 
}ft» w^^nhtHlt'tA t&e ■Afinetiine' be eCftniger ki hMh, more aetiw in 
Wflp0^ betterixmted aiWt gromdeA ib lbs tnitta,i.gv»w deeper ia hah 
mility, and be more steadfast and onmoveable m the hope of g^ry* 

** Doubtless ]fou, like myself, have often thought on the remark- 
al&Ie circomtttance which occurred on oQr way from Prenzlow to 
IferiiA. On the first OTening' of our journey at CTosterfeid'e, wo 
' t^f^tved isct^e' inn tor unusoaf stflftfesr andf softmmiiy, and a pecti- 
-Hft wimUtf ia fboi ctfanceiMUWo of fbo hmdiNtt Mmitng^ mktd 
hwi wM'W^ ^ patf^ i» th# femJIjntheBBplied^tluit hia.YnfehHL 
heoa ia labour for tho laat twelve howw, and that her Ji/e was de- 
spaired of. We then went out into the barn, and in a comer prayeil 
tb' th6 Lord ifast'He wtfutif h^^ meiey dir thilsikmily, snd'send sal- 
tation Co thi^ house. Oh rettnmittg ttr the bouse we were met by 
tfie landford' just coming out' of the room wheie his wife was, ind 
aarid, *'71ie child ir bora, antt the mother is saved/ We then exhort- 
ed' him to render thanks^ ttr Obi, Ibr thie deliverance was of the 
Lord, t^ue the Lord does stilf, as He did of old, < fciHSI the desireof 
them that fear him : he afso will hear their cry, and wtlY save them.* 

«* I will now give you some information respectfhg the veneraMs 
nCf. Wofflfjl the mmister under whose' ezhDrtstion on Palm-Sondi^ 
you were awakened and brought to a knowledge of the plague of 
yotnr heart and of true Christianity. Thir venerable and belovod 
minister was called to be Sopemtendent at Trebin. On faia way 
thither, while with 1^ amiable wife sleeprog- at an inn, where the 
servant having^ closed ttte door of the oven too soon, they were 
both suffocated. You can easily conceive how we were affected at 
this melknchoiy news ; and nothing but the idea that the]^ were both 
tiilth the Loe^ JessM emld conoalsi esi ¥o« altoo wiU teaderly feel 
for them, and yet silently adore the mystenoo* way»>of th« Koid. 
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maker at Berlin. On the 2(Hb of Jttne, 1799, 1 took 
leave of my dear friend Thorman. Never was any- 
thing more painful to me than parting with this friend. 
Nor have I scarcely ever met a man altogether iike 
him. It would be unsuitable, nor do I think it neces- 
sary, to detain the reader by a particular account of this 
excellent disciple of Christ. But as his praise is in all 
the churches in Germany, I consider it my duty to in- 
sert, for the benefit of the English reader, at least one 
of his letters, out of many, with which he was pleased 
to favour me while at Berlin and after I came to Eng- 
land. 

§ 10. " Dear Prey !* — ^You are now going to Berlin. 
It is possible we shall not see one another again in this 
life. Remember what you have seen and heard in this 
place ; and follow the instructions which you have re- 
ceived. Read diligently the word of God, and pray 
at the same time that your understanding may be more 

I will DOW add a few words raspecttog myself and family. Of three 
wives I have had eleven children born unto me, eight of which, four 
SODS and foor daughters, are stiJl alive and are doing well. My 
health has frequently been interrupted, and my hearing is becoming 
feeble ; yet, under all these circumstances, has the Lord enabled 
me to sustain my office (schoolmaster) for forty-three years to the 
full satisfaction of the Trustees ; and seventy-two years has he 
guided and followed me with unceasing loving kindness and tender 
mercies. Bless, O my soul, the living God ! Should we no more 
see one another in this world, may it be in Heaven in the presence 
of our God and Saviour. If possible, let me hear from you from 
time to time, which will be a great gratification. The Lord, who 
does great things in the world, and will do greater things yet, be 
with us in life, in sufferings, and in death. Amen. 

'* Your loving brother in Christ, 

BOBTTCHSB." 

« This letter was given to me by Mr. Boettcher on the first d^ 
of our journey to Berlin. 
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and more enlightened to see, and that you may fe^l 
more of the deceitfulness of your heart. F<Hr in ymr 
heart (as Bunyan obsorres) are seyen abominations, 
which you must see every day, as long as you live, and 
which must constantly drive you to Jesus your Saviour. 

" The seven abominations are these : 

'* 1. Inclination tottnbelief. 

" 2. Forgetfulneds of the love and mercy of Jesus 
Clnrist., 

" 3. Trust and confidence in your own works. 

*' 4. Wandering thoughts, and coldness in prayer, 

^' 5. Neglect of watchfulness after prayer^ 

'" 6. Prone to murmur against God and man. 

*' 7. You can do nothing that God has commanded 
you but you mix with it self-will, self-love, pride, posi- 
tiveness, ambition, Sic. 

" When you would do good, evil is present with you. 
Now,Vhen you feel this, you must fiee, by prayer and 
supplication, to Jesus the crucified, as a poor, miserable, 
and helpless sinner, that his atoning Uood may cleanse 
you from these abominations, and that his Holy Spirit 
may change your heart and give yon a new spirit. If 
ycm do not this evety day, truly, uprightly, and dili- 
gently, you will be lost at last, notwithstandiAg you 
have been baptized as a Christian, and received the 
Lord's Supper frequently." 

To be thus characterized, and to be directed to such 
a remedy, was a hard lesson for flesh and blood. But, 
through grace, I have learned to believe that these 
seven abominations are but a part of that world of 
iniquity within me, and that I am daily indebted to the 
grace of God, by which I am restrained from sin, and 
kept in the path of righteousness, holiness, and peace. 

Mr. Thorman proceeds in his letter : 
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*^ YoumiMtlikeEiriae pnty fer iwisdom md. «Dde>8tafid* 
ing ."to 4eain yottr trade diorou^ly. Be iiligeiit Mid 
fittfbfffl in you ^Miploymeni ; remeinber fOQ work net 
only for <nieii,Hbttt3M»u hjwe a Master m ^ayen, <evea 
Jeeus Chifint. If you Ml j9ar wwek <to *be iiard, oon* 
aider that the Lord Jesus Ohrist 'has sweetened it, 
having himself laboured (as is most pvobeble) «as a car- 
penter till he was ^iriy years of age. If you do this, 
even the ungodly master will esteem you ; and none 
will hinder you in yoiHr devotion or pra3Fer, if performed 
in its season. 'H«ppy will -yo]u he if you follow my 
advice, but miaerttb^ '^iH you be if you ^despise my 
counsel. The Lord be your :guide. Amen. 

*' I am-3^oar sincere friend, 

J. F. T'HO^tllAK. 

Prenzlow, June 20th, 1799." 

'^ 11. On Saturday, June '^3d, on^iny nrrivnl ^at Ber- 
lin, I went to the house -of call, inquiring after Mr. 
Burgert ; I was tdld that he was-a dangerous and infec- 
tious person, one «f the "praying brethren," and that 
he never visited Ae hous^ of oall. However, I soon 
found o«t his plao^^of .abode, and was received by him 
most afiectionaterly. He reoommended me to a pious 
3Foung man to lodge with, from whom I derived mciny 
spiritual benefits. 

The next day being the LordVday, I went in the 
morning with Mr. Burgert to the -Rev. Mr. WoMers- 
turff, a^Tenerable aged minister of the Oospel. 'By 
this valiant soldier of Christ I was' privately instructed 
how to put on "the ^whdle armour of God." In the 
aftenioon f called upon « friend, «to whom I had a 
letter df recommendation. This gentleman took me 
in the evening to a Moravian chapel, or congregation 
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of United Brethren. The Rev. Mr. Cunow preached 
from Luke v. 8, "When Simon Peter saw it, he 
fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Dapart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

The simplicity -of the place of worship, the regularity 
and order of the congregation, the subject of discourse, 
and the manner in which it was delivered, made a 
lasting impression upon my mind. Ever alter I 
attended the public meetings of this Christian society, 
and very soon obtained liberty to attend their private 
meetings on Wednesday and Friday evenings. I was 
just at the point of being received as a' member of this 
highly respected community, when I was prevented, by 
joining the Missionary Seminary. But although I did 
not actually become a member, yet my attachment 
to these Christians has never been diminished. My 
heart has ever rejoiced to meet one of these plain and 
humble followers of the Lamb. It was among these 
Christians I heard of the love of Jesus in every ser- 
mon, and saw him, as it were, crucified before my 
eyes. It is true, I have since seen the impropriety of 
preaching nothing but the love of Christ, as manifested 
in his sufferings, yet I still agree with them, that Jesus 
Christ ought to be the sum and substance of every dis- 
course. A sermon without Christ, is like a body with- 
out a soul. 

I was but a few days at Berlin, when I obtained em- 
ployment from a master who feared Grod and regarded 
men, at whose house I remained till I entered the Mis- 
sionary Seminary. The circumstances which led to 
this change in my history are as follows : 



D 



88 ^AkHATiVt. 



V. — HI8 ENTRANCE INTO THE KISHIONART BtMlUAKY 

AT BERLIN. 

^ 1. The reader will not be surprised to find that 
the trade which I had learned was almost beyond my 
strength, if he considers bnt for a moment the manner 
in which I had been educated, and the way in which I 
had employed myself among my own nation. My 
health was much impaired, and frequently I found such 
pain in my breast as not to be able to work. My master, 
who often sympathized with me tinder my afflictions, 
one day proposed to procure my admission into a free- 
school, where persons are educated to be schoolmasters. 
Nothing could have been proposed more suitable to my 
education, former employment, and natural inclina- 
tion, than this ; I therefore approved of the plan, 
and thanked my master for the kind interest he 
took in my welfare. But O how wonderful are the 
ways of the Lord ! In the evening, at my devotianal 
hour, when reading the sacred Scripture, I was forcibly 
struck with the following words : '' Then said Jesus 
unto his disciples. If any will come after me, let him 
deny himself and take tip his cross, and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it : and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul?" Matt. xvi. 24— «-26. While 
meditating upon these woTds, my mind was deeply im- 
pressed with the danger of entering this school, where 
true religion was but little known ; and I reflected, that 
although this situation might greatly improve my 
bodily health and temporal circumstances, yet it was 
very likely to lead to the ruin of my soul. After much 
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prayer to God for direction, I resolved to continue 
in my employment till Divine Providence should point 
out a situation pregnant with less danger to my eternal 
welfare. 

^ 2. On the same night I had a most remarkable 
dream, the substance of which is briefly as follows : 
It seemed to me as if I saw my dear Redeemer stand- 
ing before my bed, and could hear him distinctly 
saying, " Fear not, you shall be a physician to heal 
many of their diseases." I replied, *' By what means 
shall I become a physician, who am a stranger in the 
land 1" The answer to this . was, " You have many 
friend^ in this place." With these words the vision 
disappeared, and I awoke from my sleep, arose from 
my bed, and fell upon my knees, spending a considera- 
ble time in prayer and praise. This dream has often 
since led me to adore the wonderful condescension of 
the Son of Grod to strengthen the weak and feeble in 
the flock, in various ways and by different means. 
How fitly and faithfully does his conduct answer the 
prediction concerning the Messiah ! " He shall fsed 
his flock like a shepherd : he shall gatlier the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not 
quench," Isaiah xl. 11 ; xlii, 3. The young man, 
mentioned above, who slept in the same room with me, 
and had observed my getting up at night and praying, 
gave me no rest till I told him what was the burden 
upon my mind, and the circumstance which had tran- 
spired in the night. Without my knowledge, he spoke 
to his friends on the subject, and introduced me to many 
{>ious and excellent Christians who comforted me under 
my bodily afflictions, and in whose company I was much 
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builded up in our most koly faith. My friend, as well 
as myself, understood the above-mentioned dream only 
in its literal sense, namely, that I was to be a practi* 
tioner of medicine ; and therefore he formed a plan, 
and used bis influence among his friends, to procure 
the necessary support while I was studjring that 
science. But this seemed not to be the will of Provi* 
dence, and therefore it came to naught. 

^ 3. This amiable young Christian, a pattern of 
brotherly love and affection, and clothed with humility 
as with a garment, first introduced me to the Rev. Mr. 
Jaenicke, minister of the Gospel to the Bohemian con« 
gregation. While mentioning the name of this servant 
of Christ, I should certainly have considered it my 
duty to speak of his excellent character, but conscious 
of my inability to do justice to the subject, I shall 
merely observe, that he was a man of God, anointed 
with the Holy Ghost, and constantly going about doing 
good. 

One Sabbath, toward the close of 1799, when 
returning from the Moravian Chapel, I was met by 
several young men, one of whom said, '* Well, brother 
Frey, should yon like to go as a missionary !** '* Yes," 
said I, ^ I am willing to go anywhere whithersoever 
the Lord Jesus Christ should be pleased to send me." 
" You had better," said another, " go to Mr. Jaenicke 
and give in your name." Accordingly I went to Mr. 
Jaenicke, who, after having had some conversation with 
me, especially on the nature of the work of a mission- 
ary, inserted my name among those who had already 
offered themselves as candidates " to preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." Several 
months elapsed before we knew for a certainty that 
the seminary would be established. Mr. Albrecht, one 
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of the candidates, . and myself, went witE letters of 
recommendation from Mr. Jaenicke to Baron Van 
Shiemding, of Dorbrylugk, in Saxony, at whose ex* 
pense the seminary was to be supported ; and a few 
weeks afterward we received orders from him to quit 
our worldly occupations, and devote ourselves to study, 
under the care and superintendence of Mr. Jaenicke. 
In the month of February, 1800, the Missionary 
Seminary was opened, and seven students were re- 
ceived, viz., Messrs. Albrecht, Hard wig, Languor, Palm, 
Schreibfogel, Ulbricht, and myself. The missiona- 
ries in this seminary were not designed for any 
particular place among the heathen, nor to be sent out 
by this institution, but merely to receive the necessary 
education, and then to be sent by any Missionary 
Society. From this circumstance a very great difficulty 
arose ; for not knowing the place of our future desti- 
nation, it was impossible to determine what language 
we ought to learn. Mr. Jaenicke and his friends, 
therefore, resolved that we should be taught the rudi- 
ments of several languages. Accordingly, we began 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew,* Dutch, French, Arabic, and 
Syriac. Besides this, we had to attend on several 
other lectures, such as theology, geography, music, 
medicine. Sic, Slc, Our. work was hard, and nothing 
hut love to immortal souls, and an earnest desire to 
promote the honour of a precious Saviour, couFd have 
supported us. Those who wished to make themselves 
masters of the lessons they received, had need to redeem 
every moment of their time. Seldom did I allow 
myself six hours' sleep, and very frequently I sat up 
whole nights. 

* AlthoQgh the Hebrew might be eaUed my native langnage, jet 
I attended the lectares, to learn it more grammaticallj. 

D2 
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^ 4. While at this seminary we. had not the privi- 
lege of preaching publicly, for none are licensed to 
preach but those who have been regularly educated at 
a university ; however, we composed each a short dis- 
course, once a fortnight, and delivered it at Mr. Jaenicke's 
own house, where some friends were admitted. Be- 
fore we had reached the end of the first year in 
the seminary, a change took place in the circum- 
Stances of our exceUent patron, which threatened the 
ruin of the institution, and we were actually told 
that, in a month's time, we were to return to our former 
employments : but blessed be the Lord, who hears and 
answers the prayers of his people. Mr. Jaenicke, our 
dear father, as we wished to call him, wrote to different 
societies and private Christians, to afford their aid to 
support the infant cause. Under these circumstances, 
the faith, hope, trust, and patience of Mr. Jaenicke 
were tried in a most remarkable manner. The funds 
of the institution were often so exhausted, that he was 
obliged to pay our sustenance, for several weeks toge- 
ther, out of his own property, without the least cer- 
tainty of ever being repaid. Toward the close of 
1800 Mr. Jaenicke received a letter from Dr. Knap, of 
Halle, requesting that the candidates might be exa- 
mined, and one of them chosen for the Danish Mission- 
ary Society,^ but that Mr. Frey should not be exa- 
mined *as they did not wish for him, on account of his 
having been a Jew. 

^ 5. On the day of their examination, being left 
alone in the academy, my mind was much affected by 
the thought of my being excluded from the examina- 
tion, and thought unfit or unworthy of the office. I 
humbled myself before God ; and, after having spent 
some time in prayer, I wrote the name of each candi- 
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date upon a piece o£ paper, and took one, to see, as it 
were, whom the Lord had chosen.* To my great sur- 
prise, I had taken my own name ; but as I was expressly 
excluded, I did not know what to make of it : however, 
I comforted myself with these words, *' What I do, ye 
know not now ; bitt ye shall know it hereafter :" nor 
was it a long time before this circumstance was quite 
plain ; for though brother Schreibfogel was then chosen, 
and left the seminary some time before me, yet it was 
myself who actually entered upon the labours of a mis- 
sionary before any of the others. 

With the beginning of the year 1801, Mr. Jaenicke 
received several very encouraging letters and liberal 
donations from the Society in Basle, from the Mission- 
ary Society in London, and from private Christians. 
On the 11th of June, 1801, Mr. Jaenicke informed us, 
thiit the London Missionary Society had written for 
three missionaries, to be assistants to Dr. Yandei* Kemp, 
in Africa. After a most solemn prayer to God, he chose 
brother Palm, Ulbricht, and myself. On the 11th of 
July, 1801, we left Berlin, and began our journey to 
England. 

But before I conclude this part of my narrative, I 
will take notice of one circumstance, at least, which 
occurred while at Berlin. One day, when taking my 
dinner as usual in the eating-house, I was awfully 
struck by the conversation of some persons at the table ; 
their language and expressions, respecting our blessed 
Saviour, were so horrid and blasphemous, that I could 
hear it no longer, but addressed them in the following 
manner : " My friends, you profess to be Christians, but, 
by your words, you manifest that you are at present as 

* Being at this time intimately acquainted with the Moravians, 
who make use of the lot, I followed their example. 
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great and bitter eneoiiee to Jesus Christ, as those wha 
crucified him. Had you charged my brother or my 
friends with half of that with which you have charged 
my God and Saviour, I should certainly have summoned 
you before a court of justice : and suppose that you 
should not be able to prove what you have asserted, 
what would he the consequence ? But, alas ! there is 
no tribunal in this metropolis, where I could defend the 
character of my blessed Saviour : however, be it known 
to you, that there is a day coming, when both you and I 
shall stand before the judge of the whole earth ; when 
the books will be opened, and your present conversation 
will be read before an innumerable company, with the 
addition, that a person, then present, who was once a 
Jew, but had embraced the Christian religion, reproved 
you for the dishonour cast upon your Saviour." Here 
I was interrupted by a young man, Mr. Rockensteip, 
who said, " So you have changed your religion 1 I 
think that is the worst thing a person can be guilty of. 
Every person ought to keep the religion in which he was 
brought up." *' Before I answer your question," said I, 
*' or justify my conduct, permit me to ask — Do you be- 
lieve the Bible ?" '' I would," was the reply, <' but I 
cannot. I should be glad to have some private conver- 
sation with you." We paid for our dinner,, and took a 
walk together. Upon inquiry, I found that Mr. Rock- 
enstein was a native of New Brandenburg, Strelitz 
Mecklenburgh, the place where I had been received a 
member of the Christian Church, and where I finished 
my apprenticeship ; on which account I was considered 
as a naitive of that place, and usually called Brandon- 
burger. This circumstance united our affections, and 
rendered our conversation free and unreserved. Mr. 
R. told me that he was led to doubt the truth of the 
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Bible, because there were several things in it which 
he could not reconcile with the perfections of God, and 
other things which he could not understand. I endea- 
voured to remove his doubts, and, before we parted, he 
promised to call on me the next day. Early in the 
morning, which was the Lord's-day, he called on me, 
and we both went to hear Mr. Jaenicke, who, in the 
course of his sermon, pointed out the folly, guilt, and 
danger of those persons who reject the Bible because 
it is above their comprehension. My friend Rocken- 
stein concluded, from the discourse of Mr. Jaenicke, 
that I had told him our yesterday's conversation, for 
which he reproved me. Having assured him that I had 
not done so, but that Mr. Jaenicke was a man of much 
prayer to God, for the influence of the Holy Spirit, to 
be enabled to speak a word in season, Mr. R. seemed 
to be satisfied. On the same day we went together to 
Rixdorf, to hear a Moravian minister, where, to the great 
surprise of my friend, the minister, Joannes B^lwitz, 
preached on the divinity of our blessed Saviour ; and, 
like Mr. Jaenicke, with holy zeal for the /honour of 

• 

Christ and unfeigned love for the souls of men, he 
warned every one of his hearers not to reject any part 
of Divine revelation, although it might exceed his com-> 
prehension. This sermon was greatly blessed to my 
friend Rockenstein, who afterward attended regularly 
on the ministry of Mr. Jaenicke, walked according to 
the Grospel of Christ, and gave Ifull evidence of his be* 
ing a Christian, in deed and in truth. AAer I had come 
to England I received from him several edifying and 
satisfactory letters, which led me to consider him as the 
first-fruits of my weak and feeble endeavours. 

Christian reader, let this circumstance, as well as the 
word spoken to me in the stage-coachi as mentioned 



f 



46 NARRATITE. 

above, encourage you to embrace every opportunity to 
reprove and exhort sinners, and to recommend Jesus 
Christ and his glorious Grospel ; for *' a word spoken in 
season, how good is it." Prov. xv. 23. 

VI. HIS DESIGN IN OOINO TO ENGLAND. 

^ 1. Saturday, July 11th, 1801, 1 lefl Berlin, in com- 
pany with Messrs. Palm and Ulbricht, for the purpose 
of going to London, to the Missionary Society, and 
from thence to Africa, to join Dr. Yander Kemp in mis- 
sionary labours. We arrived at Hamburgh on the 
Monday following, and called on Mr. Yander Smisson, 
who received us with Christian affection and love. 
From Hamburgh we went to Hatzhausen, in Friesland, 
to the Rev. Mr. Stracke, where we met with a most 
cordial reception. At this place we remained six 
weeks, to learn the Dutch language. While staying 
with Mr. Stracke, we had the privilege of preaching in 
the surrounding villages, to most attentive c<mgregations. 
We had also an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with several moat excelleift, pious, and zealous ministers 
of the Gospel. 

^ 3. On the first of September the wind became 
favourable, and we received orders to embark for £ng* 
land. Three captains, friends to the cause of the Re- 
deemer, offered each to take one of the missionaries 
gratis. £arly on the next day we took an affectionate 
leave of our friends, and went each to his respective 
vessel, which lay at Emden. The separation from my 
two nussionary brethren was not a small trial. The 
hope of seeing them again at London afforded some 
relief ; but my greatest comfort and support was de- 
rived from sweet communion with my blessed Saviour, 
" who sticketh closer than a brother." The first day, 
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wlidn on board the ship T was unwell, but keeping 
math on deck I soon recorered. The grandeur of the 
sea, which I had never seen before, the rising of the 
sun, the sight of an approaching ship, together with 
the kind treatment of the captain, made the Toyage seem 
very short and exceedingly pleasant. 

^ 3. On Tuesday, September 15th, we reached 
Gravesend^ At the Alien Office I was informed that* 
the brethren Palm and Ulbricht had just gone up to 
London, and that I must wait at least two days, until I 
received a passport from London. I went to an inn, 
but, as I could not speak English, I knew not what to 
do. While walking up and down in the street, in great 
anxiety of mind, I met with a poor German soldier, who 
could speak both German and English ; him I took 
with me to the inn to be my interpreter. In the after- 
noon I went to the Rev. W. Kent, and delivered a few 
lines, which the pilot on board the sMp had given me, 
to inform Mr. Kent who I was. Although I could not 
speak, yet it was very encouraging to meet with a 
Christian friend, especially as Mr. Kent was exceed- 
ingly kind to me, and introduced me to several of his 
friends. In the evening I was much depressed in mind, 
cast down, and full of fears ; but I was enabled to pour 
out my heart before God in fervent prayer, and retired 
with some confidence and trust in Him who has said, 
*^ My grace shall be sufficient for thee." About two 
o'clock in the morning I had a most remarkable dream, 
which I recorded in my day-book as soon as I rose, and 
which has since been literally fulfilled. The dream, as 
it stands in my Journal, introduced by an observation 
and a short prayer, is as follows :* 

* I am quite aware of the observations to which I shall he ex- 
posed from a certain description of readers and writers by the in- 
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" Obbbrvation. — The design of my day-book is to 
enable me, after many days, to surrey, with gratitude 
and praise, all the ways in which the Lord has led 
me ; especially to record, from day to day, as much as 
possiUe, the imaginations of the thoughts of my heart, 
whether good or evil. I consider it, therefore, my duty 
to observe what passes in my soul when my body is 
' asleep, as well as when awake ; and though I would not 
believe every dream to be the immediate communication 
of God to the soul, yet it cannot be denied that there 
have been such dreams ; and none can affirm, that there 
shall be no such in our days. It is true, I know not 
whether the present dream shall come to pass ; how- 
ever, like Mary, I will ponder all these things in my 
heart, and preserve them in my Journal." 

" Prayer. — Blessed Jesus ! thou hast said, ' Whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones, which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a mill-stone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth 
of the sea.' Matt, xviii. 6. I beseech thee, O Lord ! 
let not this dream give offence to any who may here- 
after read it If it be thy will, let it be accom- 
plished ; but let me never be self-willed or obstinate, 
but may I ever be able to discern the directions of thy 
wise and holy providence, and cheerfully acquiesce in 
thy gracious will, whether it be prosperous or adverse. 
Now, Lord, unto thee I commit all my ways ; do tliou 

sertion of this dream, and I must acknowledge I have had some 
reluctance in doing so. Having, however, alknple means of estab- 
lishing its truth, and being moreover anxious to imitate the sacred 
writers, by giving a full and faithful account of every circumstance 
relating to my public walk in life, and as the dream itself had a 
close connexion with my future destination, I have not felt myself 
at liberty to withhold it from the public. 
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* 

with me, ae poor sintier^ bb it se^mil good in thy sight, 
fyt thy NftTne's sake. Anien.^ 

'' DRBAin — I read ih a newspaper that the two 
brethren, Palm and Ulbrrcht, as well as myself, were to 
preach in London: that the Jews in particular Were (in a 
most aflbctionate manner) invited to the discourse which 
I was to deliver. The appointed day approached ; an 
immense crowd collected, and I was enabled to preach 
to them with great freedom, and to lift up my voice like 
a trumpet. I thought that the effect of this discourse 
was, that I was afterward desired to stay in London, to 
preach both to Jews and Christians : to which I replied, 
that I could not possibly part with my dear brethren, 
Palm and Ulbricht, and let them go alone : but that if 
the directors would send for another missionary, to 
accompany those brethren, I would consent ; and with 
which the directors having' complied, I resolved to re- 
main in England." 

^ 4. As soon as I awoke, I prayed to God for wis- 
dom and grace to prepare me for his service, whether 
in London, among Jews and Christians, or in Africa, 
among the poor Hottentots. At five in the morning I 
went to meditate in the fields, and found great comfort 
and encouragement in that gracious promise of our 
Saviour, " I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world." Matt, xxviii. 20. Having received a pass- 
port, I went up to London. On my arrival at the 
counting-house of Joseph Hardcastle, Esq., the treasurer 
of the Missionary Society, I was directed to the house 
of Mr. W. Smith, No. 105 Bishopsgate-street, where 
I was to lodge. Here I expected to meet my dear 
brethren, Palm and Ulbricht ; but as they had gone on 
board their vessels, to spend the night with their cap- 
tains, of which none in the house could inform me, on 

£ 
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account of the language, I waa greatly diaappointed* 
The people obaerving the cauae of my diatreaa, tod^ 
me into the room where the brethren'a luggage was, 
the sight of which greatly revived my spirits. In this 
house I remained until I went to Goaport. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith behaved themselves exceedingly kind to 
us ; they endeavoured, in every possible way, to make 
us comfortable ; they also took great pains to help ua 
forward in the knowledge of the English language. 
The method which I adopted to learn English was, to 
cbmpare the English Bible with the German. In the 
five months which I stayed in London I read the Gos- 
pel of St. John, in English, four times over, and com* 
pared every verse with the German Bible, and sought 
for the meaning of words in the dictionary, by which 
means I could very soon understand what was spoken, 
though I could not express myself fluently till some 
time after I had left London. 

§ 5. On my first Sabbath in London, I went to 
Rotherhithe, to hear the Rev. John Townsend. I was 
much pleased with the manner in which the worship 
was performed, but not being able to understand the mi- 
nister, I went to the German church, at the Savoy, in 
the Strand, where at that time the Rev. Mr. Ringletaube, 
afterward a missionary in India, under the patronage 
of the Missionary Society, preached. Soon after, the 
Rev. Charles Steinkopff was ordained in the same 
church, where I continued to hear him with great plea- 
sure and edification. As I was not able to converse in 
English, and having a great desire to promote the salva- 
tion of my dear brethren of the house of Israel, I went 
frequently to their synagogues, and to those parts of the 
metropolis where they principally reside, to converse 
with them in Hebrew, German, or Dutch. Very often 
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1 l^ettimed to my abode weeping and lamenting orer the 
deplorable condition of these my dear brethren and 
kinsmen according to the fiesh. Sometimes I said to 
Mr. Smith, " Coold I stay but one year in London, I 
believe I should' be able tb preach to the Jews in £ng- 
Ksh, so as to make myself understood by them. And, 
oh, how happy I should be to declare unto them the 
wordof salvation, if ever so much exposed to their hatred 
and persecution.*^ But although this was my constant 
-wish, and earnest prayer to God, yet for some time I 
kad no hopes of obtaining my desire, as we were daily 
in expectation of meeting with a ship to go to the Cape 
»f Good Hope, as assistants to that venerable man of 
God, Dr. Vander Kemp. But how mysterious are the 
ways of the Lord* Owing to rumours of wars, five 
months elapsed without finding a vessel to-take us to our 
destined haven. Both my brethren. Palm and Ulbricht, 
as well as my»eHi manifested isipatisnSS Z?A T-^d!???? 
to murmur at the dispensation of Diwine Providence ; 
but blessed be the name of the Lord, *' whose thoughts 
are not as our thoughts, and whose ways are not as our 
frays," with gratitude and praise I can now say, " he 
has done all things welL" 

^ 6. The direct(Hrs of the Missionary Society, having 
learned that I was a descendant of Abraham, sent m 
message by Mr. Ringletaube, whether I would like to 
stay in London and preach to the Jews, and if so, to 
furnish them with a narrative of my life, and reasons 
for preferring to preach to the Jews. Before I returned 
an answer to thiiv proposal, I requested Mr. Ringleteube 
to read in my Journal what I had recorded at Graves* 
end. 

In compliance with the wish of the directors, I wrote 
a short account, which appeared in the Evangelical 
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Magazine for January, 1806, enclosed in a letter wi^ch 
I wrote in the GeraiaQ, language, and of wbicb ihe fol- 
lowing is 1^ literal tnmslation iv ;. > 

'' Rom. ix. 1—3. 'I say the tn^ in Chriet, I lie 
not, my conscience also bearing qae witness in the Holy 
Ghost, that I have great heaviness an4 Ppntinual sarrow^ 
in my heart (for I coyld wish that myself were ac- 
eur9c4 from Christ) for my brethren, my kinsmen ac<r 
cording }o the flesh.' 

'* Beloved brethren in our Lgrd Jesus Christ, iheas 
and similar words of the apostle Paul, ia which hm 
manifested his iofre to the Jews, ^d^is heartfelt nor* 
vow on account of their unbelief, have oCte^ raised in 
me so great a desire to go as a missionary ame^g them, 
as to overbalance all the dangers which such a mitoioa 
might expose me to. Indeed, soon after I was tralf 
awakened, I felt an anxious wish, out of the love to my 
dear Saviour, who ^ve himsflf for ma tipf/} *|^» rnosi 

painful and ignominious death, and out of love and com- 
passion to the ignorant among Christians, or among' 
heathens, to preach the blessed Grospel of Jesus Christ, 
to tell that the Son of God has endured the greatest 
sufferings, even unto the death of the cross, for poor, 
accursed, helpless men : yet it is also true, that as often 
as I saw a Jew, one of my own brethren and kinsmen 
according to the Iftesh, my 'whole heart was stirred up 
within me : and my prayer to God was, O that this poor 
lost sheep might find the right way ta the good Shep- 
herd, who gave his life a ransom for our souls. When-^^ 
ever I found an opportunity to speak to one of the 
ie'scendants of Abraham, I told him that the promised 
Messiah had already come, not only as the Son of David, 
hut also as the Son of Grod ; that he was made a curse 
forus when he suffered and died on the cross, to deliyev 



\ 



A ' 



PART 1. ' 53 

i « . * ^^ ^^'^ ^^? curse of the law, but that the same person 

xose again tem the dead on the third day, according to 
j3cripture prophecy; that he ascended on high; and 
that in beUering this I enjoyed happiness that could not 
be expressed. I also translated, at Beriin, into German 
Hebrew (i. e., German language in Hebrew letters; Mr. 
Cooper's sermon, preached to the Jews in London on 
flte day when he had reached his twentieth year, in ex- 
pectation that the Baron Van Shi^rnding would etfuse it 
to' be printed for the use of the Jews. I also translated 
Lttthet's Shorter Catechism, and wrote several things, 
which I frequency read to some of my dear brethren, 
and often observed, that many of tiiem resisted the truth 
merely out oif fear of men. On the Sabbath I used to 
go to the synagogue for the sake of having religious con- 
T^rsaiion with my dear brethren. T wo or three hundred 
would stand round about me, to whom I spoke with the 
greatest boldness respecting their unbelief and misery, 
and declared to them the suitable, free, and full salvation 
by Jesus Christ ; and assured them of his wonderftf 
love to poor sinners, yea, even to the chief of sinners. 
Some brought forward objections against Christiuiity, 
but, through grace, I was enabled, from the writings of 
the Old Testament, to defend myself. Although I have 
not yet seen any fruit of those labours, yet I know and 
believe that the doctrine of the cross will produce its 
effects in due season. 

" The reasons, therefore, my dearly beloved bretbrei)^ 
why I believe that my blessed Saviour will count me 
worthy, if not here, yet somewhere else ; and if not 
now, yet at some future time, to make known his bless- 
ed Gospel to my brethren and sisters, are these : 

" First — ^The inexpressible and irresistible wielisnd 

desire whicl^ I feel to point out, through the grace >ind 

£2 




i 



54 NARRATIVE. 

Msistance of Him whose strength is made perfect fn 
our weakness, to the poor and wandering Jews the way 
to obtain eternal life. 

^ Secondly — It is well known that a Jew who has em- 
braced the Christian religion is generally- looked upon 
by his own nation with the greatest contempt and re* 
proach, yea, even persecuted, as much as lies in their 
power ; yet, to my great surprise, I have been received 
by many Jews in Berlin with friendship and respect. 
Twice I had religious conversation with the presiding 
Rabbi himself: and here, in London, I have dined with 
some, at whose table I have not been ashamed nor 
afraid to confess Jesus of Nazareth to be the true 
Messiah ; and not a few have already visited me at my 
apartments, for the sake of having religious conver- 
sation. 

" Thirdly — I have observed that my brethren will 
rather listen to what I say than to what they hear ad- 
vanced by a Christian ; and they would open with free- 
dom and confidence their mind to me, which they would 
never do to one who was born a Christian. 

" The last reason which I assign for my wish is — 

" Fourthly — ^That I humbly hope I am acquainted 
with their peculiar dispositions and conduct: that t 
know their religious sentiments ; and that I shall be 
enabled, through the grace of my blessed Saviour, to 
become all things to all men, that I may by all means 
save some, especially of those of mine own nation, 
whom I love with love unfeigned gind inexpressible. 

" It is, therefore, my dearly beloved brethren, my 
humble wish to remain, if but one year, in London, to 
try, if possible, to save if but one soul from the power 
of Satan, and lead them to the good Shepherd, who gave 
his life for the sheep, &c. But Jesus is my Lord and 
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Sayiour, who has bonght me on tfad cross with his 
precious blood ; to him I give myself again in body and 
soul to be directed in this important object. He who 
is infinite in wisdom, knows best what is good for me 
8 poor worm. He is perfectly acquainted with the 
hearts of men, and turns them as he does the rivem of 
water. The desires and motives of my heart are better 
known to him than to myself; and he will, no doubt, 
lead and rule, according to his holy will, the hearts of 
my dearly beloved brethren and directors. 

" I am your willing servant, 

" C. F, Fret. 
"London, Nov. 24,1801." 

^ 7. After I had sent this letter .to the directors, I 
attended several of their meetings, to answer various 
questions relative to a mission ^mong the Jews ; and, 
on the 2]8f of December, I received the important in- 
telligence, that " the directors had resolved that I should 
stay at least one year in England." The workings pro- 
duced in my mind on the receipt of this message were 
very opposite, and continued so for several weeks. 

*he idea of preaching the word of salvation to my 
lar brethren, and the hope of rescuing some from 
everlasting destruction, filled my heart with unspeakable 
joy and pleasure ; but a consciousness of my utter un- 
fitness for so great and arduous an undertaking, over- 
whelmed my mind with inexpressible sorrow and grief, 
and would have led n|^ to despair, had it not been for 
that gracious promise, \^ as thy day is, so shall thy 
strength be." The following passages of Scripture like- 
wise greatly encouraged my heart : 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3, 
" In the eighth year of his reign, (i. e., Josiah,) while he 
was yet young, he beg^n to seek after the God of David^ 
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his father : and in th^ twelftk j«ar he' began to purge 
Ju jah and Jfmwalem from the high pkces, and the 
I^RDves, and dte carved images^ and the nioulteii imagiaa." 
— 2 Gor. V. 7, " We w^k by faith, and not by sighu", 
Tlie change ^e^pecttng myself affected likewise the 
breUiren> Paloo wfid Ulbricht ; instead of j^oing direolly 
to jthe Cape, they were t>oth ^sent to Rotterdam, where 
they stayed for some time ; and afterward aeveral 
bi^ethren from the Abssionary Seminary at Berlin joined 
them. 

Thus L havt shown the circumstances whicb led to 
n change in the design of my going to England, and 
the fulfilment of a grest part of the ^eam which I had 
9X Gravesend.  * 

^ 8. The reader will, nb doubt, now expect to hear 
bow I entered upon this new and most important part 
of my life, and what suecess has foUo.wed my labours 
among the Jews ; but I must beg his patience while 
I call 'his attention to the gracious dealings of God with 
me for the space of three years and a half, m., from the 
time it if^as resolved that I should sti^ in England to 
the time of my actually entering upon the field of labour. 
As I knew nothing of the English language, and aa 
preaching to the Jews required some particular prepara- 
tj>ry studies, the directors resolved that 1 should go to 
Gosport, to their Missionary Seminary. Accordingly, 
on the 28th of February, 1802, 1 left London, and ^nt 
to Gosport. 7or ever blessed be the Lord, who, in his 
wise providence, sent me to that^lace, to be under -the 
tuition of 8 man like the Rev. David Bogue. Would 
to God I had words to express the high esteem which 
I feel for this my dear tutor, and tlie great obligations 
under which I am to him for the iitestimable^ benefits 
which I derived from his most^ excellent lectures on 
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various subjects ; fr9m bis ^isejiprudenty and roosi fSL* 
dicious advice ; and frem liis exemplary vonducty kotk 
as a. ChristiaH 4iiid acs a minister. . 
* ^ 9. Tlie first thing I had to attend to in the «emi* 
nary iras the knowledge ot the {)ngli4if langimgeu i 
had also fo leanr Latin and Gre«lc. -By the desire df 
my. tutor, I gave lhc| ilodents anstrucdonin Hebrefi&; 
kurtlie^iatreaie difficulty of obtaining a^wtable Hebrew 
grammar led me to compose a netir one, vrfaicfa I after-* 
ward revised' and enlarge(l,«the first edition of «which 
was printed in 1811, and during my late visit la Xiondon 
I pulitished the iOth ediiioai, much enlarged. 

A l^w iveekii after 1 had been i^ Gosport, I engaged 
for the first ti^e in prayer, iu '^e seminary, in the 
English language. Toward the* close of Mpurek I 
inras invited by the Rev. Mr. Cox, of Fareham, to spend 
the first Sabb%th iti April at his house, aod to partaks^ 
of the Lord's Supper at his^ place of* woriAip. I had a 
gr^at 'desire to prepare a few words in !^nglish, and td 
deliver ihem, on the next Sabhath, before the minister 
to whofb I was to pay a visit. I etk086 Matthew xvii. |^ 
'/As^hile he yet spake, behold, a tright cloud over* 
8hfi(^f|ped.them : and, behold ! a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
j^eased-; heaar ye him.'^ On these werds I -wrote a few 
thoughtisuin the German language, and translated them, 
by the help of a dictionary, into £nj||lish. According 
to my promise, I went to Sereham ; and early^>n the 
.*Lord'8-day, a number of* people having met together in 
. the vestry, I engaged in prayer, and then read what I 
tiad writtei^ qi^ the above-mentioned passage of &:rip^ 
' tute. Never in my life have 1 witnessed a scene Hke 
that morning ; teaVs, like sti^ams of watef, flowed from* 
^ery e^e, and the pet^e blessed and praised' God fov 
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what they mw with their eyes, heard with their ears, 
and felt in their hearts. I was afterward informedi 
that the Lord was pleased to bless those few imperfect 
sentences in broken English in two persons, especially 
to one who had disbelieved the divinity of our blessed 
Saviour. This circumstance I considered, then, as an 
additional proof, that it was the will of God that I should 
stay in England ; and I looked upon those two, who 
received the word with profit, as my first-fruits, on British 
ground, of a plentiful harvest. 

In the same month I went to an association at 
Christ Church, where, for the first time, I ascended an 
English pulpit to engage in prayer ; and in the follow- 
ing May I went up to Liondon, to the Missionary 
meeting, when the Rev. Rowland Hill introduced me 
into his pulpit for the like purpose. The feelings of 
my mind at the sight of such an immense congregation, 
and on account of my imperfect knowledge of the Ian* 
guage, cannot be described. O that I could sufiiciently 
praise the Lord for his wonderful goodness and mercy 
to me a poor sinner ! 

^10. Soon after I came to Gosport, I wrote a lollg 
letter to my dear parents, stating the reasons for SayJ^e- 
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ as the true Messiah, 
the Son of Grod. On the receipt of this intelligence, they 
performed the same ceremonies as if they had been in- 
formed of my death, and never corresponded with me 
after that, and of course j was disinherited. But 
blessed be the Lord, I have never wanted bread nor* 
friends. " When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the Lord will take me up." Psalm xxvii. 10. 
From one of my brothers and one sister, however, I 
have had several letters, |nd by them I have been 
informed of the death of my dear parents. My father 
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died in 1811, and my mother » 1819, eacli of ^ent 
reaching the good old age of seventy-fiye years, wkhoot 
Biuch illness. 

^ 11. While at the seminary I made it a common 
practice on a Saturday to go 07er to Portsea, where 
many Jews live, to have religious conversation with 
them. One time I was met by a Mr. Lazarus, a Jew 
constable, who asked me for my license, as a foreigner ; 
I replied that I had a license at Gosport, but had not 
thought it necessary to take it with me whenever I 
crossed the water, as it^ was well known to several 
Christians at Portsea that I belonged to the Missionary 
Seminary, under the care of the Rev. D. Bogue. How- 
ever, he would not be satisfied with this, but took me 
to the mayor's house, who not being at home, I was 
led by him directly to Portsmouth jail. Being late 
in the evetfing, I was put into a room where two other 
prisoners were. Before I laid myself to rest, having 
told the prisoners the cause of my imprisonment, i 
prayed to God, and was enabled to pray particularly, 
in a most affectionate manner, for my brother Jew, who 
had imprisoned me. This was the first time I had ever 
slept «in a prison ; but 1 can assure the reader that I 
never enjoyed a more comfortable, sweet, and refresh- 
ing sleep, than 1 had that night ; for I had not only 
the testimony of my conscience to be void of ofifence 
toward God and toward men, but I could not help 
thinking that I suffered, in a great measure, on account 
of my religious profession. In the morning, when the 
prisoners met in the yard, as usual, they said one to 
another, " There is a wonderful man come among us : 
we curse our enemies, but he prays for them ; nay, he 
even prayed last night for Mr. Lazarus, who brought 
him into the jail." When I came into the yard, a poor 
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old woman inyited me to breakfast with her. As I had 
neither gold nor silrer with me, I accepted thankfully 
of her kind offer. After breakfast I said to some of the 
prisoners, *' I am sorry that we are deprived (being 
Sabbath-day) of the privilege of going to a place of 
worship ; if you have no objection, we will sing a hymn, 
and read a chapter in the Bible." Having obtained 
their consent, I took Dr. Watts's Psalms and Hymns, 
and, on opening the book, the following h3rmn was the 
first that presented itself: 

** My god, my life, my love, 
To thee, to thee I call ; 
I cannot live if thoa remove, 
For thoa art all in all. 

" Thy shming grace can cheer 
This dungeon where I dwell ; 
'Tis paradise if thou art here, 

If thou depart, 'tis hell.'*'' — Book XL, hymn 93. 

Having, like Paul and Silas, sung praises to God, I 
also engaged in prayer ; af^er that I read the 26th and. 
27th chapters in the Gospel of St. Matthew, made a 
few observations on the sufferings of our blessed Saviour, 
and on the conduct of the Jews ; where I took occa- 
sion to inform them that I had been a Jew myself, but 
had embraced the Christian religion, on which account 
I was hated by my brethren, the Jews, and which was, 
perhaps, the real cause of my imprisonment. But to 
show that Christ did not only die for our offences, but 
also rose again for our justification, I read also the 28th 
chapter of the same Gospel, and concluded with a short 
prayer. While thus engaged, the Jew constable came 
to the jail, and desired the jailer to call me into the 
house, as he wished to put some questions to me, with 
a design to lay my case before the mayor. The jailer, 
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(bough at the time no friend to religion, refused, saying, 
" I dare not interrupt him, for he is preaching to the 
people." Two Jews, who knew that I frequented 
the house of Mr. Brooks, went to him on the same 
evening that I was brought to jail, and informed him 
of my imprisonment. Mr. B. immediately sent word 
to Dr. Bogue, and before one o'clock on the Lord's- 
day I was liberated. Several of the poor prisoners 
wept, and desired me to stay with them that afternoon, 
that they might hear more of Jesus Christ. I promised 
that I would pay them a visit. Not long after, when 
I performed this promise, I obtained liberty to preach 
to the prisoners every Lord's-day, which I did for two 
years after ; but when I had sufficient knowledge of 
the language to preach in regular congregations, the 
jail was supplied by one of the students, and continued 
to be so for many years after. I have reason to believe 
that the word has been blessed to the jailer himself ; 
nor will it be in vain among the prisoners. The same 
person who put me into the jail, ever afterward treated 
me with the greatest respect, and frequently heard me 
preach. Thus, " the Lord maketh the wrath of men 
to praise him, and the remainder thereof he does 
restrain." 

§ 12. In May, 1803, 1 went again to London, to the 
Missionary meeting ; and on the Sabbath after I preach- 
ed my first sermon to the Jews, at Zion chapel, from 
Gen. xiit, 8, " And Abram said unto Lot, Let there 
be no strife, I pray thee, between thee and me : and 
between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we are 
brethren." The place, though immensely large, yet was 
exceedingly crowded, and a great number of my dear 
brethren, the Jews, attended; the Lord graciously assist- 
ed me, both in body and mind, to speak to so large a 
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congregation with great freedom and affection. This I 
consider as the complete fulfilment of the dream which 
I had at Gravesend. In the same month I returned agaiil 
to.Gosport, and remained there till May, 1805 ; when, 
by the desire of the directors of the Missionary Society, 
I Jeft their seminary to begin my regular labours among 
my dear brethren in London. 

VIT. — HIS LABOURS UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE 

KISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

^ 1. Having thus stated the origin of Christian efforts 
to promote the conversion of the Jews, I proceed to show 
their progress and success. The first sermon which I 
preached, when I came to reside in London, was at the 
Tabernacle, on the Saturday evening after the Mission- 
ary meeting, from Phil. iii. 8, *^ Yea, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord.^ As there was no stated place 
of < worship provided for me, I preached for different 
ministers, both on the week days and on the Sabbath. 
Several Jews attended whenever and wherever I preach- 
ed in London, or its vicinity. Almost every day I had 
one or more Jews calling on me, but scarcely ever 
one who would enter upon religious conversation argu- 
mentatively or experimentally, I was introduced to two 
Jewesses who had embraced the Christian religion. 
The one a member of Dr. Jenkins's church, Walworth, 
and the other was convinced under the ministry of the 
Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, of the Haberdashers' Alms-houses ; 
but afterward she became a member of the same church 
at Walworth. With these two Jewesses, together with 
three Christians, I began a prayer meeting at my own 
apartments, on the 8th of June, 1805, and continued the 
same every F^day evening. Our number soon increas- 
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ed, 80 ikat -tke :place was not Isrge eiMmgh : yet we 
cpntinued to meet for a wliole year, and then remored 
the prayer meeting to Zion chapel. At this meeting we 
had frequently a few Jews attending. The prayers 
then offered up may yet bring down gracious answers. 
With {Measure I do still recollect the happy and profita* 
ble hours we spent together in prayer and praise. " O, 
how good and {feasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together] in unity." Fre^pi^ntly we experienced, that 
" whore two or ^ree are met together in the naae of 
Jesus, there he is in the midst of them, aad that to bless 
Uiem." 

§ 2. At a meeting of the directors, Jime 17 Ch, 1805, 
it was resolved that I should preach a weekly lecture 
to tile Jews. This lecture- 1 commenced on Saturday 
evening, July 6th, 1^05, at the Rev. Mr. Ball's chapel, 
Jewry*street, Aidgaie, and twelve months after it was 
removed to Zion chapel ; but after a year, it was preach- 
ed again at the fonner place. These lectures were 
attended by many ministers, and among them was the 
hue veneraUe John Newton, who was seen bathed in 
tears. The place of worship was cr6wded to excess, 
and the street was fiUed with Jews in such a manner 
that it was considered dangerous for me to return to my 
habitation withot^t a guard of twelve constables. This 
was the time when most good was done. My preach- 
ing io the Jews, however, was frequently interrupted by 
my being sent to different parts of the kingdom, to preach 
and collect for the Missionary Society, perhaps no less 
than three months out of twelve. At first a great num« 
ber of Jews attended on these lectures, but they were 
soon prohibited in the synagogue, threatened, watched, 
and actually punished, which was, no doubt, one great 
cause of their ebsenting themselves ; however, there 
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w«re always some who attended with apparent serious- 
uess. The lectures preached from the beginning of the 
institution till the month of November, in the same 
year, were remarkably blest. Three of my dear people, 
who regularly attended those lectures, were publicly 
baptized, in September, 1806 ; two in Zion chapel, and 
one at Hoxton chapel, a short account of which appear- 
ed in the Evangelical Magazine for October, 1806. 
The latter of these was my sister according to the flesh, 
became my child in the Gospel, and afterward became 
my dear partner in life, and, through mercy, is my com- 
panion still. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who 
has thus ^united us in *^ a threefold cord, which cannot 
easily be broken." 

^ 3. There were also three other Jews who attended 
at the same time, with their families, and gave full evi- 
dence of their conversion to God. One of these ftimilies 
was desirous of having their children instructed in the 
Christian religion : I took two of their boys and a girl 
into my own family, until some time after a free-school 
was established — the commencement of the present 
schools connected with the Episcopal Jews' chapel at 
Cambridge Heath, Hackney — ^and the two boys are now 
regular ministers in the Established Church. " Who 
has despised the day of small thii^s !" 

^ 4. Nor haiie these lectures been without a blessing 
to Christians. I could mention several persons who 
bless God that they ever attended that place of worship, 
although their motive, originally, was merely curiosity. 
But I must forbear pursuing this subject, lest it should 
become fuel to the natural pride of my own heart. 
However, to the glory and praise of fVee, sovereign, 
and all-sufficient grace, I must not pass oyer the fol- 
lowing pleasiiig ^nd singular Qircumstanpe ;^*-Mr. Jan- 
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SOD, a most Tdspectabla person of the Society of Friends, 
who, for numy years, refiised to aeooiiipany his wife to 
any place of worship, except to those of his own com* 
munity, whose business then brought him to London, 
was one day prevailed upon, by one of his own denomi- 
nation, to go and hear the Jew preach to his brethren*; 
when the Word of the Lord, though spoken by a weak 
and feelde instrument, came home with power to his 
heart, wid accomplished ^e design for which He sent 
it. He afterward attended the lectures regularly, and 
at different places of worship on the Lord's*day. At 
his return to his family, at Darlington, Durham, he 
carried with him the blessed effects of the glorious 
Gospel of the Son of God. He now commenced to 
promote the glory of the Redeemer in the welfare of 
Zion ; was the principal means of raising an Inde^ 
pendent interest in that place, and was chosen one of 
the directors of the Missionary Society. At the death 
of his wife he returned to London, where he married 
the daughter of the Rev. John Clayton, seao., and died 
in the faith at a good old age. 

^ 5. 1 now return, to mention how the mission went 
on among my dear brethren. It has already been 
observed, that the number of Jews who attended the 
lectures decreased, yet some continued. Several of 
these applied to the Missionary Society lor protection 
and support. Here great difficulties arose, which 
af^ared insurmountable. To find employment for 
Jews among Christians seemed impossible, journey- 
men of every trade refusing to work with a Jew ; to 
support them in idleness would be most injurious, as 
it would be a sure means of making hypocrites, instead 
of industrious and honest men; yet, to. suffer them to 

starve, would be indeed cruel. Humanity, thereforoi 
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directed to give tliem a trifle, fram time to time, in 
the hope of soon finding employment for them.* Every 
application of the Jews produced opposite sensations 
in my mind : while, on the one hand, I rejoiced when- 
ever one of my dear brethren called on me ; on the 
other hand, my heart was overwhelmed with grief on 
accomit of the above-mentioned difficulties. Having 
' stated these circumstances to a friend of mine, who 
was not in connexion with the Missi^mary Society, he, 
together with some others, proposed, that if the direc- 
tors would devote a sum of money, to the amount of 
one thousand pounds, some kind of a work-house or 
small manufactory might be established where many 
Jews, of both sexes, and different ages, might be 
employed. Accordingly, I mentioned this plan at a 
meeting of the directors, but it was thought proper not 
to adopt it. The original plan was pursued for some 
months longer, but difficulties increased and multi- 
plied. Difference of opinion arose among the directors. 
Some objected (I am fully confident, from the best of 
motives) against supporting Jews from the funds oi the 
Society : while others objected against spending so 
much precious time, almost at every meeting, in behalf 
of the mission to the Jews, without making scarcely any 
progress, and while much business relative to the hea- 
then must be neglected. 

^ 6. To remove these objections, a committee was 
appointed, called the Jewish CemmitUe, to manage the 
afifairs of the Jewish Mission, and report their proceed- 
ings to the Board of Directors ; and a resolution was 

* After many attempts to find employment for inquiring Jews, 
both in this country and in difierent parts of Europe, the difficulties 
are still as many and great as ever, as will be stated moie fully 
hereafter. 
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passed, tb6 substance of whicb, as far as I can recoi- 
ls lect, was as •follows : **Tbat no Jews sbould be re- 
lieved from tbe funds of the Society, except those who 
lost their bread by embracing Christianity, or gave proof 
of the sincerity of their profession.'' But these reme- 
dies were very soon found inadequate to the disease. 
The very nature of the thing made it impossible to find 
out whether the assertion of one, who said that, on 
account of his attending my ministry, he had lost his 
situation among the Jews, was true or not. That a 
Jew, who is found to be favourable to Christianity, 
would be dismissed by his Jewish employer, or lose 
his bread among his brethren on that account, is too no- 
torious to need any proof ; and whoever is acquainted 
with the principles of the Talmudists, will not be sur- 
prised to find that a Jew should assign any other reason 
for his conduct, in dismissing one of his brethren for 
embracing Christianity, rather than avow the true one ; 
nor could the story of the person himself be credited 
till his conduct among Christians had proved the sin- 
cerity of his profession. But here again rose the 
difiliculty, '' By what means the poor individual should 
be supported until his character was established?" 
No Christian would employ such a person till he knew 
that he was trust-worthy. A house of refuge and indus- 
try was not yet found, and the resolution of the directors, 
just referred to, had made no provision for such a per- 
son till he had been found a just object of the patronage 
of the Missionary Society; But what shall the poor 
petitioner do in the meantime ? Shall he go back to 
his former connexion? Alas! some have done so; 
but adored and praised be the Lord, who has enabled 
some to endure hardships, and to persevere. But how 
have they been supported? Why, to tell the whole 
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truth, the directors themselves, out of humsaity, and 
sincere wishes to promote the object they Jiad in view, 
and rather than break the resolution, and thereby give 
ofience to those who considered the Society's funds too 
sacred to be violated, put their hands into their own 
pockets, to keep those unhappy objects from starving, 
who had no other source to supply their absolute wants. 
^ 7. However, it was oft^n absolutely necessary to 
dispense with that resolution till the time that employ- 
ment should be found : but, to the best of my recol- 
lection, I can remember only two instances in which 
the Society has been relieved from supporting their 
pensioners, by getting employment for them among. 
Christians. The appointment of a sub-committee, 
though a good and wise plan, was almost as insufficient 
a remedy as the fore-mentioned resolution. Notwith- 
standing their frequent meetings, wise consultations, 
and earnest desires to promote the objects of the mis- 
sion, their hopes were frequently disappointed, their 
hands weakened, and their hearts discouraged ; for 
whenever a new plan was laid before the Board of 
Directors, or the periodical report was read, the old 
question was renewed — " Whether iBtny of the Society's 
funds could be applied in a temporal relief of Jews, to 
encourage them in attending on the means of grace ; 
or parents to send their children to the school V* Under 
these circumstances I could no longer travel and col* 
lect money to support a mission to the Jews, when by 
far the greater part of it was expended in the mission 
to the heathen. After much correspondence on the 
subject, (which has been published in former editions of 
my Narrative,) I resigned my situation, and preaclied 
my last sermon under the patronage of that Society in 
March, 1809. 
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VIII. — ORIGIN OF THR LONDON 80CIBTT FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS, AND HIS MISSION ART 
LABOURS UNDER ITS PATRONAGE. 

^ 1. Soon after the dissolation of my connexion with 
the London Missionary Society was known, the follow- 
ing resolution was unanimously adopted on the 1st of 
March, 1809, at a meeting of several respectable geiw 
tlemen of different denominations: Resolved, ''That 
the Society, formed on the 4th of August, 1808, for the 
purposes of visiting and relieving the sick and distress- 
od, and instructing the ignorant, especially such as are 
of the Jewish nation, shall henceforth be called ' Tho 
London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews.' " Firmly believing that this Society will con* 
tinue its efforts until the Jews, as a nation, shall have 
returned to their own country, and desirous that its 
founders may be known when the whole of the present 
generation be no more, I shall here insert their names, 
which are as follows : Thmnas Chatteris, Esq., Trea- 
surer; Joseph Fox, Esq., Secretary; Rev. William 
Gurney, Rector of St. Clement Danes ; Rev. John Wil- 
cox, Minister of Ely chapel ; Rev. Joshua Webb ; Rev. 
J. S. C. F. Frey ; Mr. T. Ackland ; Mr. A. Black ; Mr, 
T. Bum ; Mr. M. Collins ; Mr. £. Cooper ; Mr. J^, 
Cooper ; Mr. W. Corston ; Mr. J. Fearn ; Mr. W. 
Heriot ; Mr. J. Pearce ; Mr. W. Pearce ; Mr. W. 
Stevens ; Mr. Saunders ; Mr. T. Willats. 

^ 2. Under the patronage of this Society, I com- 
menced a lecture at the Rev. Mr. Beck's meeting-house, 
Bury-street, St. Mary Axe, on the 26th of March, 1809, 
but soon after a more extensive field of usefulness pre- 
sented itself. The large building, the corner of Church-, 
street aud Brick-lane, ISpitalflelds, occupied for many 
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years as a French Protestant Church, being to let, the 
London Society bought the lease of it, and designated 
it *' The Jews' chapel/' Here I continued preaching 
for about three years, to large and attentive congregations 
of Christians, among whonoi were generally from two to 
three hundred Jews, a considerable number of whom 
made a public profession of faith in Christ Jesus. But 
here, alas ! the «ame difficulty of finding employment 
for the Jews as had occurred under the former Society, 
was deeply felt ; and, what was worse, a considesrable 
jealousy arose between the members of the Established 
Church and the Dissenters. Several clergymen and 
others objected to co&tribale to a fund out of which Mr. 
Frey, a Dissenting minister, was supported, while, on 
the other hand. Dissenters suspected that attempts were 
making to get the Society into the Established Church, 
and thus both parties withheld their pecuniary aid, and 
the Society became gradually involved in debt. To 
remave the conscientious scruples of Episcopaliiaas, it 
was resolved to have an Episcopal chapel where a 
clergyman might preach, while I was preaching in 
Church'Street. Accoidingly, the Episcopal Jews' cha- 
pel, Cambridge Heath, Bethnal Green, was erected. 
This circumstance greatly increased the weight of the 
debt, and threatened to sink the institution. The Rev. 
Lewis Way, of Stansted Park, near Chichester, pro- 
posed to me that, if the Dissenters should be willing to 
give up the cause into the hands of the Episcopalians, 
he would pay the whole debt. Having mentioned this 
circumstance to some of the leading brethren among the 
Dissenters, two public meetings were held ; and at the 
meeting, Feb. 28, 1815, the Dissenters, by a unani- 
mous vote, rather than see the institution perish, gave 
up the Society into the bands of the Episcopalians, on 
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condition that the debts be honourablv pmid. Mr. Way, 
as good as his wordi instaiitly presented the Society 
with a sum of £^10,000. 

^ 3. Immediately on the change of the Society, the 
following rule was adopted, vis. : " That pnbUo worship, 
in the future operations- of the Society, shall be con- 
ducted in strict confonmtylo the liturgy and formularies 
of the Church of England and Ireland." By this rule 
I was necessarily excluded from preaching any longer 
under the patronage of the Society, and soon after my 
connexion was dissolved ; but I reoeiyed an annuity of 
:£100 for the first year, and £50 for the next ten 
years, and which has been regularly paid after I came 
to this country. 

The proceedings of the Society since that change 
has taken pkce haring been published monthly in the 
Jewish Easpositor and in. their Annual Repcnrts, I shall 
only state that, having regularly read their publications, 
I can most cheerfully testify that they have gone on 
with Christian zeal, with British liberality, and with 
success beyond expectation. My heart has ever re- 
joiced in their prosperity. For although it has become 
an Episcopalian Institution, and thereby excluded me 
from being under its patronage, yet it is still my child, 
and I love it dearly. The principal means which have 
been used, the instruments employed, and the success 
attended, will be more fully noticed in a succeeding part 
of this work. 

Thus ended my nine years' missionary labours in 
England. During this period I was enabled, besides 
my stated labours in London, to make preaching tours 
twice through the greater part of England, three times 
through Scotland, once through North and South Wales, 
and twice through Ireland. During my late tour in 
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England and Scotland, I have had the unspeakable hap* 
pinesa of meeting with no leas than twenty-four instances 
of persons who had come out of mere curiosity to see 
a converted Jew, or hear him preach, and the Lord was 
graciously pleased to bless the word to their conversion. 
How many more may have gone to glory will be known 
only *' when the Lord shall make up his jewels." The 
Name of the Lord be praised. 

IX. — HIS MINISTERIAL LAB0t7RS IN AMERICA. 

^ 1. My conneldonwiththe Society being dissolved, 
I consulted with my dear tutor, Dr» Bogue, and other 
friends, what plan to pursue ; some proposed the forma- 
tion of a new Society upon the old principles of union, 
and wished me to unite with them, but I could not bear 
the idea of opposition. Others wished me to settle in 
a congregation, but I had ev:er objected becoming a 
regular minister in a Christian congregation, and thereby 
lose sight of the work of a missionary to my Jewish 
brethren. I could rather have chosen to go to Germany ; 
but there I should have met with the same difficulty of 
obtaining ordination, and without it I could not have 
been admitted into their pulpits. Under these circum- 
stances it was thought best to remove to America, 
where, though inhabited comparatively by few of my 
Jewish brethren, yet the harvest is truly great, and the 
labourers comparatively few, and a much brighter pros- 
pect for the comfortable support of a growing family. 
Accordingly, July the 23d, 1816, 1 left London with my 
family, and embarked on board the brig Factor, Capt. 
Malcomb. Our passage, on the whole, through mercy, 
was safe and pleasant. We had mostly contrary wind, 
and several heavy gales and boisterous storms ; but, 
owing to the almost unparalleled attention of the captain. 



mi the kftst danngo Y^ austaiq^ ip %nf msp^ct wbi^r 
ever. By tb^ KiB4 p«rpiwQa of 0»pl. Malooorii^ w» 
met ^aoriiipg and eprening for bm\y worehip, whfA I 
hai aa oppoirtunity of ce^iRg wad expounding %ke sttetreidl 
Soripturee ; and on Sunds^e, aa ofitea 9m the weathfif 
would permit, we bad a Bjermon on ieek ; and a« fHwa 
as we had obtained a aigbt of the land, wo all met M> pT» 
thanks to the Lord, aod I deUveved a di^ieourse from 
John iii. 8, ** The wind Uowetb where it lietetb, and^ 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell wbenoe 
it Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is everyone that is 
bom of the Spirit." May the bread thus scattered upon 
the face of the waters be gathered again after many 
days. Early on Monday morning, September 8th, we 
observed the lighthouse, and in the afternoon we passed 
Sandy-Hook, and came to anchor in the bay. At night 
the wind began to blow from the north-east most 
violently, and continued so for several days, and we 
were prevented from getting into the harbour till the 
15th (the very day on which I set my foot on the British 
shore in 1801.) It being the LordVday, I went imme- 
diately to church, and returned thanks to the God of 
provideBce for his past mercies, and earnestly implored 
a continuance of his gracious presence, assistance, and 
blessing, for the future. 

Having delivered my letters of introduction to seve- 
ral ministers, and submitted to them other papers and 
testimonials,* I was received by them moat afiection- 
ately, and kindly invited by the different denominations 
to preach. On Sunday evening, September 22, I de- 

* " Gesport, July 8, 1916. 
^ My dear sir — The depavtore of your friend immediately after 
oar lecture hour, preveDte me from writing to you at large. I haT« 
only tame to offer my beat wishes for the temporal and spiritual 

G 
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livered my first sennon in America, in Dr. Romejm'tf 
church, to a crowded and most attentire congregation, 
from Job zix. 25, ** I know that my Redeemer lireth." 
Blessed- truth ! Jesus, my Saviour, not only died for 
my offences, but also rose for my justification ; nay, he 
also is at the right hand of God, ever living to make 
intercession for us. To him I look for wisdom, grace, 
and strength, equal to my day ; and after I have done 
and suffered his will on earth, I humbly hope to join 
the s(tag of Moses and of the Lamb in the kingdom 
above, for ever and ever. Amen. Hallelujah. 

prosperity of you and Mrs Frey, and your family. The enclosed 
paper will, I hope, be of service to you. I shall be happy to hear 
from you before you leave the country, and when you are settled 
in America ; and, with earnest prayet-s, I remaiui 

"Dear sir, 

** Your affectionate friend, 

** David Booub.'' 

" The Rev. C. F. Frey, of the seed of Abraham, was a student 
of the seminary at Gosport upward of three years. I believe him 
to be a true disciple of Christ ; I consider him well qualified to 
teach the Hebrew tongue in any of the schools or colleges of the 
United States ; and I cordially recommend him to the kindness and 
patronage of the friends of religion in America. 

"David Bogus. 

'< Gotport, Jvly 3, 1816." 



"London, July 15, I8I6. 
** I have been well acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Frey for many 
years, and admire him as a man of very respectable attainments in 
theology, particularly in biblical knowledge, and acquaintance with 
the Hebrew, Scriptures. I also esteem and love him for his piety ; 
his talents for preaching are of no common order. Therefore, I 
cordially recommend Mr. Frey to the friendly attention and influence 
of ministers and private gentlemen in America. 

*<GiOReK Gbbmbiit,DD." 
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This sermon was blessed to a person who had attend- 
ed out of mere curiosity, and who joined my church 
two years afterward, and is still living, adorning the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. 

^ 2. From the pilot that came on board, we learned 
that the Rev. Dr. Mason had gone to England on ac- 
count of ill health. This information was very pain- 
ful and discouraging, as he was the principal person to 
whom my letters of introduction, especially one froHi 

<*We, the undersigned, being clergymen of the Established 
Church of England, do certify, that we do belieye the Kct. Chris- 
tian Frederick Frey, the bearer of this document, late preacher at 
the Jews* chspel, SpitaHields, London* from a personal acqoai»- 
tasoe with bim, to be a truly Christian character, and to be actu- 
ated by a sincere seal to promote the glory of God our Saviour, aad 
the extension of the Gospel ; and as such cordially recommend 
him to the patronage and regard of our Christian brethren in Ame* 

rica. 

'< Thomas Sandses, M. A., 

Christ Church College, Oxivrd. , 

« "Gboicb Wat,B.A., 

Mertoo College, Oxford. 
** Dated Stanstcd' Parky ntar Chichester, StuMex,July 14, 1816.** 

" In addition to the testimonials of my brother, the Rot. Geo. 
Way, and the Rev. Mr. Sanders, minister of my ehapel at Stan- 
ated Park, in the county of Sussex* I« Lewis Way, do hereby ce^ 
tify,that having known the said C. F. Frey intimately, and been 
connected with him for upward of three years in the concerns of 
the Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, do belieye 
«tiim to be an honest man and a sincere Christian ; and I can, from 
my own knowledge, conscientioasly recommend him to the notice 
and protection of my brethren of the Church of Christ ft any part 
of the world, either for the purpose of instruction in Hebrew, of 
for the extension of the knowledge of the Gospel in a ministerial 
or any other capacity. 
^ ** Wituecs my hand, this 8th day of July, 1816. 

« Liwif Way/* 
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•Dr. Wtuf^ wer« directed, and to wkom I looked for 
|mlronage and advice. Like good old Jacob, I was 
iitady to conclude^ ** all these things are against me;*' 
but I soon discovered, like him, thal^ instead of being 
ii^ious, it was of considerable use to AM, In the 
fifst place, it gave me an o|>ponunity of supplying his 
piilpit regularly ior soine time ; and, ill the second 
place, it enabled him to ascertain my standing at the 
liine I left England, and to know the correctness of toy 
testimonials, as will appear hereafter. Some time after 
my arrival, it was proposed to me by three gentlemen 
to attempt the formation of an Independent or Coagre- 
gauonal churdi. As I had always been connected with 
that denomination, I could see no obfection. Accord- 
ingly, I commenced, in Jmie, 1817, to preach in a 
school-house in Mulberry-street. But this place proved 
by far too small, although it was twice enlarged. The 
congregation purchased a place of worship in Pearl- 
street, which had lately been occupied by the Univer- 
salists, but this also being too small for the multitude 
that flocked to hear " the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God,^' they erected a house of worship in Yandewater-^ 
street 

§ 3. I had not preached long in the school-hoaso 

before a church was fbrmed, and tlifey gave me a call te^ 

become their pastor. But, as rumours Unfavourable to 

my character had been whispered about^ I refused to 

accept a call until the return of Dr. Mason from KuiopOi^ 

10 testify reepectittg my character* Soon after his ar-^ 

rival, a committee was appointed by the chjurch^ wha 

Waited oi^ the doctor, and presented a letter from the 

church, containing several queries respecting my cha-* 

lacter. The doctor, while in England, having been in^ 

formed by the officer^ of his church that I waa supply^ 
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ing his pulpit, and requested to investigate the reports 
in circulation, informed the committee, and also the 
church, by letter, that he had made diligent inquiry, 
and could testify that the reports were vile slanders, and 
roy testimonials correct and true. The church, by a 
unanimous vote, having expressed their perfect satisfac- 
tion, I accepted their call, and was ordained as their 
pastor, on Wednesday, April 15th, 1818, by the West- 
chester and Morris County Presbytery. At my exami- 
nation for ordination, the Presbytery not only carefully 
examined my credentials and testimonials, but also ap- 
pointed the Rev. Stephen Grover, and Gen. Wm. Gould, 
. of Caldwell, N. J., as a committee to wait on the Rer. 
Dr. Romeyn, and other clergymen, to make inquiry into 
iny character and standing since I came to New York. 
Having received perfect satisfaction, ray ordination waq 
agreed to by a unanimous vote. 

In 1820 several circumstances occurred, which led 
the congregation and myself to dissolve our connexion 
with that body, and to apply to the New York Presby- 
tery for admission. But, lest there should yet remain 
some prejudice against my character, I requested of the 
Presbytery the iLppointment of a committee to examine 
my testimonials, and to write to England for farther in- 
formation. This being done, and satisfactory answers 
received from the Rev. George Burder, Secretary of 
the Missionary Society; from the Rev. S. Hawtrey, 
Secretary of the London Society for promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews; from nay tutor, Dr. Bogue, 
and from the late Dr. Waugh ; I was admitted a mem- 
ber of that respectable body in October, 1821. My 
labours for the next four years will be seen in the next 
section. 

^ 4. In 1825 an important change took place in jny 

G3 
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views on tlie Mibject of Baptism. The circamstances 
which led to it are as follows : At the christeuing of 
on« of my children, together with others, the minister 
exhorted us '* to briag up our children ia the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." This scriptural, soleom, 
and affectionate exhortation was enforced by observing^ 
^' These children are now members of the Church, mem" 
hers of the New Covenant, adopted into the family of 
God" <fec., &c. Theise declarations were foicibly im* 
pressed upon ray mind, as if I had never heard them 
j^fore. The J appeared to me, at that moment, incon* 
aistent with the doctrine of perseverance. I resolved^ 
therefore, not to present another child of my own, nor 
|o baptize the children of any other, before I had 
thoroughly investigated the subject. 

In June, 1827, the Lord blessed me with another 
child, and immediately my resolution to investigate the 
subject of baptism, before I could present another child, 
came to my recollection. Accordingly, I gave myself 
to reading, meditation, and piayer. After carefully 
comparing the best books on both sides of the question 
with the Word of God, I came to the full conviction 
that believers are the only subjects of baptism, and that 
immersion is the only Scriptural mode, I now felt it 
my duty to obey the command of my Lord and Saviour 
to be baptized, i. e., immersed. Therefore, without con* 
ferring with flesh and blood, or fearing the consequences, 
I proposed myself as a candidate to the Baptist Church, 
Mulberry-street, New York, under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. A. Maclay, at the same time requesting the apt 
poifltment of a committee to ascertain my standing as a 
me^mber of the Presbytery. The committee having 
made a satisfactory report to the church, I was baptized 
on Lord's-day, August 28th, 1827. The arguments 
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which produced the change, have beea published in 
•essays, three editions of which have been published. 

^ 5. Having received a call from the Baptist Ghufch 
at Newark, N. J., I removed thither in Jaotiary, 1828, 
continuing to exercise the pastoral office until ApriL, 
1830, when I accepted a call from the church at Sing*- 
jSing, in the state of N«w York. Here I continued two 
years. Hitherto the Lord has continued to me a far 
greater measure of health than falls to the lot of most 
Bieii. Hence I have been enabled to travel, labour* 
and preach, for more than thirty years, almost without 
interruption. Besides my stated labours since I have 
joined the Baptist denomination, I have spent, every 
year, a portion of time in visiting the churches, and 
preaching daily the glorious Gospel of the blessed God. 
In the first journey I spent six weeks in the eastern 
part of the New England states. The next year I 
travelled for three months iii the states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, District of Columbia, and Vir- 
ginia. My next tour has been through the states of 
New York, Vermont, and part of Massachusetts, for 
five months. In IS^iS I went as far as New Orleans, 
through the states of Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Alabama, and back through Alabama, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ohio ; about 8000 miles in 
eight months, visiting two hundred and seventy-six 
churches, and ' preaching about three himdred times. 
The next year I travelled through Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
and New York states, about 4000 miles, in four months, 
and preached two hundred and forty-five times. In the 
following year, 1835, 1 travelled again through the New 
England states from May to the close of November, 
and preached two hundred and eighty-three times. 
The reason why I so frequently travelled is, because 
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the brethren thought that in that way I was likely to 
he more useful than preaching always to the same con- 
gregation. The curiosity in most places to see a Jew, 
and hear him preach the Gospel of Christ, secured a 
congregation at any day and at any hour, from ten in 
the morning until evening. 

^ 6. In December, 1835, I commenced preaching 
near Jamaica, Long Island, in a school-house, to a peo- 
ple scattered along the Atlantic coast, most of whom 
seldom, if ever, went to a place of worship. The place 
soon became too small, and was considerably enlarged ; 
still it was not large enough, and the people have libe- 
rally subscribed and erected a church. In March, ) 836» 
a church was constituted with eight members, and ten 
or twelve have since been added. Having accepted of 
an agency to go to Europe, I gave up my pastoral charge 
in January, 1837, and the church called an excellent 
brother as their pastor. 

In looking over my Journal, I find that, since my arri- 
val in America, in 1816 to 1837, 1 have been enabled 
to travel more than 50,000 miles, and preached five 
thousand one hundred and forty-seven times, and I have 
abundant reason to believe that my labours, however 
imperfect, have not been in vain in 'the Lord. 

Thus, like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, I have moved 
about from place to place, having no continuing city 
here ; but I humbly hope and trust I am travelling to a 
better country, even a heavenly. May my future days 
be more holy, more humble, and more useful ! and the 
glory shall be to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one 
Jehovah, now and for ever^ 
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X.'«'H>KIGIN OF Til B AMERICAN SOCISTT FOR XBLI<* 
ORATINQ THE CONDITION OF THE aSW9* 

^ 1. SdOKi after my arrival in America I received a 
letter from D. Marc, one of my converted Jewisli 
brethren Missionary to the Jews at Frankfort-on-the 
.Maine, proposing the establishment of a '* Christian 
Sewish Settlement,^ From this letter I give the foDow' 
ing extract, which, I believe, will be read with conside- 
table interest : 

^ From tlie time it has pleased God to call me from 
darkness into his marvellous light, next to the care of 
the salvation of my own soul, was the salvation of my 
people and kindred that occt^pied my heart most. My 
prayer was for my soul, and my request for my people. 
By mature consideration, 1 soon saw that we could not 
reasonably expect an extensive spread of Christianity 
among the Jews, at least not a great number of true 
converts, tintil Christians establish or form a Christian 
Jewish Settlement, 

" There are many difficulties in the way of a Jew, 
by which the very first idea in favour of Christianity is 
arrested in its progress. Some of these difficulties are, 

** 1. The ungodly lives of nominal Christians. 

** 2. The want of kindness among many who are true 
and sincere Christians, but whose hearts the Lord baa 
not yet stirred up to compassion toward the afflicted 
nation. 

" 3. The dreadful idea to separate from a nation, 
whose distinct and lasting existence, as a peculiar 
people, God had so clearly promised, saying, *■ Though 
I make a full end of ail nations whither t have scat- 
tered thee, yet will t not make an end of thee.' Jer 

n. 
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" 4. That brotherly love which he enjoys among his 
own people, but which he nowhere else observes in 
such a degree. 

" 5. The mere idea of going among Christians ex- 
cites in him a timidity indescribable. 

** 6. The greatest difficulty lies in the way of the 
poor. Where is he to seek for help and assistance in 
time of need ? He stands alone in the world ; he is, 
forsaken by his Jewish brethren ; and to apply to 
Christians — ^the very thought is painful to his feelings ; 
and, from their past conduct to Jews, he is apprehen- 
sive to be looked upon, nay, even treated, as a self-in- 
terested hypocrite. 

" All these difficulties might be removed by forming 
a Christian Jewish Settlement. Such a colony ought 
to be established upon plans well matured, with all pos- 
sible precAtition and Christian prudence. The advan- 
tages of such an institution are many : 

" 1 . It would excite the attention of the Jews in every 
part of the world. 

** 2. It would be the most suitable to carry on a 
friendly correspoifdence with the Jews on the subject 
of Christianity, especially if it should contain a number 
of pious and learned men. 

" 3. It would be of great use to those Jews among 
the Roman Catholics, Mahometans, and Heathens, who, 
through the multitude of superstitions and errors mixed 
with the truth, and the numerous sects among Chris- 
tians, are at a loss both how to judge of the truth, of 
Christianity, and which sect or denomination they are 
to join. 

"In Germany, and in most .places in Europe, the 
nature qf the governments, and especially the prejudice 
of the people, are very unfavourable to the formation of 
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BUcli a colony, while America possesses every advantage 
for such an institution. 

*' In that extensive country there must yet he much 
ground uncultivated and uninhabited. There, where 
every year colonies of poor people meet with assistance 
and encouragement, might not a similar favour be shown 
to Abraham's seed, everywhere else oppressed and 
persecuted ? I ask, now, whether you would he will' 
ing to form a society of proper persons to assist in 
this undertaking! The assistance necessary would 
be, 

" 1. To select and procure a proper place for a set- 
tlement for 200 families. 

" 2. To facilitate, as much as possible, their passage 
from Europe in American vessels. 

" 3. To assist them, in case of necessity, during the 
first year^ 

'' This subject needs no farther recommendation to 
the true Christian ; nor will any be required by the 
philanthropist, who considers the barbarity and cruelty 
with which the Jews are oppressed in most parts of the 
world. Nor can it be doubted that, after so long and 
bitter a persecution, they would be most faithful and 
zealous adherents to a country of so liberal a constitu* 
tion as that of the United States. 

*< Assistance may be expected from the London So- 
ciety, as well as from other Christian countries, espe- 
cially in Germany, where many true Christians and 
persons- of great influ^ence are ready to assist, with all 
their power, to promote this object." 

^ 2. Although I wa» much pleased with this propo- 
sition, and -had but little doubt of its success, yet having 
already met with so much ill-Will,' opposition, and 
trouble in my former efforts to promote the salvation of 



94 NAJltATtVC. 

my bretlureH) and baving but Ittety ccme to tbi« eQunity,^ 
I did not communicate the contentu of Urn letter to asy 
pejTBon, but pondored ^ much ia my heart, and apread 
it frequently before the JUevd. However, the subject 
wa« presaed upoa mo by aevoral other IfOUers, the laal 
of which cloaed with these worda : *' I now call hearea 
and earth to witneas that I have laid before you a 
plan calculated to promoio the aalvation of o«>r Jewish 
brethren, and which requii^es nothing but your exertiona, 
which, if you refuse, remember that the blood of our 
brethren will be found on the skirt of your garment.'^ 
After this solemn and awful exhortation, I could no 
longer rest. Immediately I translated his first lettev, 
and resolved to lay it before " the Board of Trustees of 
the Society, instituted in Morris County, N. J., for pro* 
moting Learning and Religipn," of which I was a trus- 
tee. On the 17th of April, 1819, on my way to meet 
the Board, on entering Newark, I waa overtakea l^ a 
most awful thunder-storm. Having tak^n shelter in tb0 
bouse of the late Rev. Dr. GriiSn, I informed him of tb9 
object I had in view in visitijDg New Jersey, and read 
the letter of Mr. Marc, after which we had a long and 
▼ery interesting conversation on the present a.nd future 
state of my Jewish brethren. The doctor, who ia well 
known to have taken a deep interest in all benevoleut 
institutions, manifested a peculiar sympathy toward the 
wandering sheep of Israel, greatly encouraged my heajct, 
and became one of the first and warmest advo<?ates of 
this institution. At the meeting of the Board I waa 
authorized to invite Mr. Marc to come to Atnenca.at 
pur expense, to act as agent in executuig the plan sug- 
gested by him. Having conwiunicated (o him this i^e- 
solution, and received for ansiwer that he could not 
accept of the invitation on account of his previous en- 
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gagements with the Iiondon Society, the Rer. Stephen 
Grover, of Cauldwell, together with myself, were ap- 
pointed a committee to consult with ministers and other 
gentlemen, and especially with the late Dr. Boudinot, 
President of the American Bihle Society, on the e^- 
ipediency of forming a Society for the purpose of colo- 
nizing and evangelizing the Jews. 

$ 3. In pursuance of this appointment, Mr. Grover 
being prevented from accompanying me, I proceeded 
alone to Burlington. On my way thither, I called on the 
late Dr. Livingston, and consulted with him on the sub- 
ject, who, after full and mature consideration, drew up 
and signed the following : '* Having understood, by a 
letter from Mr. Marc, a Christian Jew, as well as by 
letters from James Millar, Esq., of London, that an 
ardent wish prevails among some Christian Jews in 
Germany to emigrate to the United States, for the ex- 
press purpose of forming a settlement ; to obtain, with- 
out interruption, instruction for themselves ; and to pro- 
mote more effectually the Christian religion among the 
Jews, we, whose names are underwritten, do hereby 
certify, that, as far as the object is at present compre- 
hended by us, we most cordially approve of the same.** 
Thus encouraged, I went on my way rejoicing, and at 
Princeton I called on the Rev. Drs. Green, Alexander, 
and Miller, who, after fervent prayer and much serious 
deliberation, signed the preceding paragraph. I now 
proceeded to Burlington, where I was received by the 
late venerable Dr. Boudinot with the greatest cordiality 
and friendship. Having submitted to him the proposed 
object and plan, together with various documents on the 
subject, and conversed much about the state of the dis- 
persed in Jadab, and the long-lost tribes of Israel, he 

H 
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communicated to me his opinion in the following let' 
ter: 

Burlington^ November 26, 1819. 

"Rev. and dear Sir — I have carefully attended to 
the important subject of our last evening's conversation* 
It is only to a part of your plan, that is of minor con- 
sequence, to which 1 have at present any objection. 
As I have but a few minutes to express my opinion in 
writing, your own memory will furnish you with par* 
ticulars. My present design is to express, in as short 
a manner as possible, my cordial acquiescence in the 
whole of your designs, if pursued with caution in the 
detail. My wish would be to revive, as soon as con- 
venient, the late Society for evangelizing the Jews, es* 
tablished in New York a few years since — that they 
should apply, without farther explanation, for a charter 
of incorporation, to the Legislature at their next session ; 
afterward a plan of farther proceedings, and the appoint- 
ment of the proper officers may then take, place, and 
every proper measure pursued for the effecting so useful 
and essential a business to the Church of Christ ; and 
may he bless you in all you do, agreeably to his ricJi 
promises in the Gospel. 

'< I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of re* 
spect and esteem, 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

" Yours in our common Lord, 

" Elias Boudinot. 
" Rev. J. S. C. F. Freyr 

^ 4. With great thankfulness to the God of provi- 
dence, I now returned io New York, and called on most 
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of the Biiuisters of different denominations, and invited 
them to attend a meeting for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the expediency of forming a Society for 
colonizing and evangelizing the Jews. They all pro- 
mised to attend ; and on the day appointed they fulfilled 
their promise, I believe, without exception. At this 
meeting, after a full discussion of the subject, it was 
resolved to have another meeting, and that every minis- 
ter present was to bring with him two lay-members of 
his congregiEUion. Accordingly, a large meeting took 
place, when it was unanimously resolved, that it is ex- 
pedient to form a Society for colonizing and evangeliz- 
ing the Jews ; and at the next meeting, held on the 8th 
of February, 1820, the Society was actually formed, a 
constitution adopted, officers chosen, and I was appoint- 
ed to apply to the Legislature for a charter. According- 
^ ly, I went to Albany, where at first I met with conside- 
rable discouragement, owing to the nature of the appli- 
cation being novel in its kind, and radically different 
from other Societies. However, having given public 
notice that I intended preaching a sermon on the past 
and present state of the Jews, a large assembly was 
collected, among whom were many members of the 
Legislature, and a great interest excited. The very 
next day the subject was introduced into both Houses, 
and referred to a committee. While the subject was 
in the hands of the committee, some objections were 
made against t^e words ^' colonizing and evangelizing/* 
I agreed to ^he proposal of erasing both words out oi 
the title, and substituting the word " meliorating," and 
under this title the Society was incorporated by an Act, 
passed on the 14th day of April, 1820. 

^ 5. The original title of the Society, viz. : " The 
American Society for colonizing and evangelizing the 
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Jews," was much better than the present ; for it explain- 
ed at once the object and design of the institution^ 
The former was the means to accomplish the latter. 
The Jews were to be gathered into a colony, that there 
they might have an opportunity of earning their bread 
by their own industry, and at the same time be instruct- 
ed and established in the doctrines and principles of 
Christianity. But although the Legislature, at the time 
<>f granting an act of incorporation, thought it proper to 
alter the title, yet the original intention and purpose of 
the Society is still the same, as is evident from the se- 
cond article of the constitution, which reads thus : 

" The object of this Society is to invite and receive, 
from any part of the world, such Jews as do already pro- 
fess the Christian religion, or are desirous to receive 
Christian instruction, to form them into a settlement, 
and to furnish them with the ordinances of the Gospel, 
and with such employment in the settlement as shall 
he assigned them ; but no one shall be received unless 
he comes well recommended for morals and industry, 
and without charge to this Society ; and both his recep- 
tion and continuance in the settlement shall be at all 
times at the discretion of the directors." 

§ 6. Although the Society was now incorporated, 
yet two full years passed by without any attempt made 
to promote its noble object. The subject was altogether 
new, radically different from all other henevolent insti- 
tutions ; the public needed much information, which 
could not easily be communicated by mere addresses 
from the press. An agent was wanted to travel through 
the country. Gladly would I have gone, but I was then 
under a promise to my congregation, who were building 
a new chapel, to solicit aid for them in the New Eng- 
land states. This caused another delay of twelve 
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months. Having fulfilled my engagement, hj mutual ap- 
plication to the Presbytery, my pastoral connexion with 
the church was dissolved in September, 1822, and I en- 
gaged as agent to the Society. In my first tour to the 
south, during six months I travelled 2305 miles by land, 
preached 196 times, collected about 4600 dollars, and 
formed 51 auxiliary societies. 

Thus I continued travelling as agent for several years, 
collecting many thousand dollars, and formed more than 
four hundred auxiliary societies. 

^ 7. But although the Society had obtained suffi- 
cient funds, yet they could not commence their opera- 
tions for the want of Jews. For, notwithstanding the 
many Jews in Europe desirous of emigrating to Ame- 
rica, yet they had not the means of paying for their 
passage, there was no Society either in England or 
in Germany to afibrd them the necessary assistance. 
Hence, seeing no necessity of continuing my agency 
any longer, I resigned it in 1826, and returned to my 
ministerial labours, as stated above. 

That the money collected by me as agent has been 
faithfully handed over to the Treasurer will appear, 
First, by the following certificate : 

" It is hereby certified that the accounts of the Rev. 
C. F. Frey, as -agent of the American Society for me- 
liorating the condition of the Jews, were audited and 
settled to the entire satisfaction of the Board, on his 
ceasing to be their agent. • 

" By order of the Board, 

" W. F. Piatt, Rec. Sec. 

" New York, March I2th, 1829. 
And, secondly, from the Treasurer's accounts, pub- 
lished monthly in '* Israel's Advocate," containing a list 

of all collections made, or money received by me and 

H3 
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delirered to the Treasurer, a copy of whicli publication 
was seat to every congregation where I had preached 
and collected. 

^ 8. It may not be improper to insert in this place 
the following document : 

*< ELDER C. F. FREY. 

'< The following is a most complete vindication of 
brother C. F. Frey from the aspersions cast upon him 
at the west ; some of which were uttered in our hear- 
ing, and at once resisted. Few who heard them, we 
imagine, gave them credence ; still it will be gratifying 
to them to read a refutation, removing every vestige of 
doubt. The confident, Mr. S , of H— , will be- 
come modest after perusing this statement ; and if he 
thinks of the ninth commandment in the fear of his Ma- 
ker, he will hardly feel acquitted without some confes- 
sions to the worthy individual he has slandered. — N, 
Y. Baptist Register. 

" To the Editor of the Baptist Register. 

" Dear Sir— Having been called upon for information 
m relation to certain reports which have been put in 
circulation respecting our esteemed brother, C. F. Frey, 
we desire to make known to the public, through the 
medium of your paper, what we believe to be unques- 
li<mable facts, which show that these reports are totally 
and absolutely nntme. 

" Thereports to which we refer are, in substance, as 
follows : 

. " 1 . That Mr. Frey, when he came to this country, had 
absconded from England with ;£^3,000 sterling of money 
collected by him for the London Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. See page 108. 

" 2. That he embezzled the money collected by him 
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f<H: the American Society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews. 

<* 3 That, in consequence of this, he had heen excom- 
municated from the New York Preshytery, and there- 
fore became a Baptist. 

'* 1 . With respect to the first of these reports, we have 
to say, that, when Mr. Frey came to this country, he 
brought from men of the first standing in England the 
most satisfactory testimonials of the uprightness of his 
deportment, and the excellency of his character as a 
Christian, and as a Christian minister. 

" When Mr. Fxey's connexion with the Society in I^on- 
don for promoting Christianity among the Jews was dis- 
solved, a number of gentlemen belonging to the com- 
mittee of management (among whom were Sir Thomas 
Baring, Rev. Lewis Way, and Rev. Charles Simeon) 
settled upon him an annuity of JCIOO for the first year, 
and £50 for the next ten years, which has been regiH 
larly paid through the medium of James Millar, Esq., 
the Secretary of the Society. 

" Shortly after Mr. Frey arrived in this country, his 
credentials having been examined, he was appointed to 
supply the pulpit of the Rev. John M. Mason, D.D., who 
was then on a visit to Europe. As some insinuations 
unfavourable to Mr. F.'s character were circulated. Dr. 
Mason was requested to inquire into the subject. Ha- 
ving done so, he addressed a letter to the church that had 
just been formed under the pastoral care of Mr. Frey, 
stating unreservedly^ that the charges against Mr. F. 
were unfounded, and his reputation unblemished. 

" Mr. Frey and his congregation applied subsequently 
to be admitted into connexion with the New York Pres- 
bytery. At his request a committee was appointed to 
examine his credentials, and to write for farther infer- 



92 NARRATIVE. 

mation to the following persons, viz. : the Rev. David 
Bogue, D.D., professor in the Missionary Seminary, 
where Mr. F. had studied four years ; the Rev. Geo. 
Burder, Secretary of the Missionary Society, with which 
Mr. Frey was connected from 1801 to 1809 ; the Rev. 
Dr. Waugh, one of the original directors, and at the 
time a director of that Society ; and the directors of the 
London Society for promoting ChHstianity among the 
Jews, under which Mr. F. was employed from 1809 to 
1816 — the period of his emigration to this country. 
From these quarters, and from James Millar, Esq., 
whom we have already named, the most satisfactory 
answers were received, fully attesting the purity and 
rectitude of Mr. Frey's life. 

"2. In regard to the second report— after Mr. Frey 
had completed his agency for the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews, his accounts 
were examined, audited, and approved, by a respectable 
and competent committee. On the books of that So- 
ciety their correctness is recorded and certified ; and 
since Mr. Frey became a "Baptist, the Board of Direc- 
tors (of which one of the undersigned was then, and 
had been for several years, a member) unanimously 
voted him a certificate, amply attesting the industry and 
faithfulness with which he had transacted the business 
confided to his hands. 

"3, Ai8 to the third report — when Mr, Frey proposed 
himself for baptism and union with the Baptist Church 
of Christ in Mulbeny-street, New York, a committee 
of two deacons was appointed to inquire respecting his 
character and standing in the Presbytery with which he 
stood connected. They waited on the Rev. Samuel 
H. Cox, D.D., who was understood to be one of its 
members, and the reply which that gentleman politely 
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and promptly returned, was perfectly satisfactory. He 
assured them that Mr. Frey was a member, in regular 
and good standing* in the same Presbytery with himself. 
** To these statements we forbear to add any remarks. 
We esteemed it our duty to vindicate the name of our 
brother from an undeserved reproach ; the motives of 
its authors we have no wish to expose or censure. To 
evince kis integrity and innocence, we think enough 
has been said ; on them we seek to pass no judgment. 

** Archibald Maclav , 
** Pastor 0/ th€ BapttMt Ckwrek, MMibtrrysireet, New Yorh', 

** Chaki^s G. Bommbes, 
" Pastor of the South Baptist Chvreh, New York, 

" Spsncbr H. CoNB, 
" Pastor of the Oliver-street Baptist Church, New York. 

" D. DVNBAR, 
" Pastor of the North Beriah Baptist Church, New York. 

" New York, Dec. 6, 1831." 

XI. — THB OBJECTS OV HIS AOEKOV TO EUROPE, 

§ 1. During my twenty years' residence in this 
country I had but little opportunity of preaching to my 
Jewish brethren, there being but, comparatively, few of 
them here ;^ still I never lost sight of their precious and 
never-dying souls. The example of the Apostle Paul 
was deeply impressed upon my mind. He tells us 
that he had had a great and repeated desire to visit 
Rome, and preach the ^Gospel to them as he had done 
to other Gentiles, but he bad been hindered. Now 
observe, when he could not do as he would, he did all 
he could. He wrote them an epistle to supply his 
bodily presence, and, doubtless, this epistle has done, 
and will do, to the end of time, more good than if Paul 
had realized his wish, visited Rome, and had been the 
happy and honoured instrument of the conversion of 
every individual who then inhabited the capital of the 
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world. As I could nol preacli to niy brethren and kins- 
men after the flesh, I resolved to write to them. Ac- 
cordingly, ( revised and enlarged those lectures which 
I had preached for the space of ten years in London to 
my Jewish brethren, and composed them anew in the 
style of letters, being more simple and plain, addressed 
them to one of my own brothers, whose name is Benjo' 
min ; and as my first name is Joseph, I entitled the work 
«< Joseph and Benjamin ; or, a Series of Letters on the 
Controversy between Jews and Christians, comprising 
the most important Doctrines of the Christian Religion.' 
My object in these lectures was not only to prove that 
Jesus is the Christ, because all prophecies were ful- 
filled in him, but also to remove the great stumbling- 
block out of the way of my brethren, who naturally are 
led to think that the Christian religion and the Jewish 
religion are two difierent religions, in direct opposition 
to each other, while, in fact, they are only two different 
dispensations^ but not tw<» religions. I therefore proved 
that every doctrine which I believe as a Christian was 
revealed in the Old Testament, and was believed by 
the ancient Jews, which I proved by their own writings. 
These letters have been published, and five editions 
sold in less than two years. Reviewers of different 
denominations not only spoke in the highest terms of 
the work as, " beyond question, the plainest, fullest, and 
most popular exhibition, in English, on the controversy 
between Jews and Christians,^* but they also strongly 
recommended that these two volumes ought to be cir- 
culated gratuitously among the Jews in the English 
language, and also to be translated into the German 
language, for the use of the Jews in Europe. The 
reader, I hope, will pardon me for introducing the sen- 
timents of some of the reviewers in their own words, to 
show tho importance of the agency. ^ 
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^ 2« '< We liave read these Toliimes with pleasing 
surprise ; for we expected something calculated to eon- 
vince the Jew, and we found a fund of matter equally 
suitable to Jew and Gentile. In a series of letters 
addressed to his brother Benjamin, the author (who 
was once a Jewish Rabbi) has explained and defended 
the Christian religion, and its various doctrines, with 
considerable ability. We do not hesitate to pronounce 
the work to be a complete and valuable body of sound 
divinity, exactly suited to the wants of the present 
day. Free from the bigotry of party, and compressing, 
in a small compass, the substance of many folios; 
enriched with much that can only be obtained from 
a learned Hebrew ; this work commends itself as no 
ordinary production. Parents, who would prepare their 
children to meet the attacks of infidels, and storing their 
minds with systematic theology, should put * Joseph and 
Benjamin ' into their hands, and often read it in their 
families. Sabbath-school teachers and members of 
Bible classes, who wish to excel, will here find the 
information they need. Ministers, whose opportunities 
for study have been but slender, will find this work a 
most important requisite ; and all who would be ready 
to give a reason for the faith they profess, and the hope 
they indulge, may here be supplied with unanswerable 
arguments. The style is familiar, pleasing, and intel- 
ligible, and the second volume is accompanied by 
copious indexes. Mr. Frey's former works were 
valuable, but this is the most important production of 
his pen : and we hope, and expect, that the immense 
labour he has employed will receive the reward of a 
very extensive circulation." — The American Baptist: 

" These volumes remind us of the transparent theo- 
logical works of the Puritans and Noncimformists, and 
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pf the unalloyed gold which persoM, who delre in those 
Evangelical mines, will obtain as the remuneration for 
their labomr. 

" The topics are elucidated with much interest, clear- 
ness, and force. Mr. Frej has introduced his rab- 
binical learning with considerable effect, to exhibit the 
conformity between the opinions of the ancient Jews 
and the most profoundly erudite Christians upon some 
of the abstruse points of * divine philosophy.' 

" These volumes comprise a great variety of most 
important matteis, and so various in subject, that a 
perfect analysis would comprise an abridgment of the 
whole work. We cannot omit to mention, however, 
that the third and fourth letters in the first part, 
respecting the * Evidence of Divine Revelation ;' the 
several letters adverting to ' the fall of man ;' the illus- 
trations in the third part of the predictions concerning 
the Messiah ; and the character of Jesus, as Prophet, 
Priest, and Sacrifice, are to us very refreshing displays 
of sound Christian theology. Few modern volumes, we 
think, can be named which contain more sterling 
Evangelical tnidi in a simUar compass, and more edify- 
ing in their tendency and effect, with less of human 
enxNTs. 

"These volumes of * Joseph and Benjamin' we 
conscientiously recommend as a useful companion ibr 
Bible classes, a vahtabU textrbook to candidates for the 
ministry, and an excellent system of divinity. — G. B." — 
Pratesitmt Vindicator. 

Recommendations from Remetpers and pthers in England, 

** Almost at the last hour of our preparing for press 
two works have fallen into our hands which seem to 
demand inmiediate attention. The most vduaUe of 
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tbese worki is in two vdumes, entitled ' Joseph and 
Benjamin)' Sic^ and the other is the ' Jewish Intel- 
ligencer.' Both of them are printed at New York, and> 
we believe, have had a considerable sale on the other 
side of the Atlantic. They well deserve a very wide 
circulation and serious study, for they contain a mine 
of valuaUe discussion and Scriptural information. The 
author, the Rev. Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, is now in 
this country, as agent from ' the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews,' to solicit aid 
for the circulation of the former work, gratuitously, 
among his brethren, and for its translation into the 
German. Wo have examined his testimonials from 
America, from whence he was introduced to us by a 
letter from a highly respectable gentleman in New 
YcHrk, and we commend both him and the object he 
labours to promote to the cordial reception of our 
readers." — The RevtwiUst. 

'< < Joseph and Benjamin,' <&c., &c., and the ' Jewish 
Intelligencer,' both by the Rev. Joseph Samuel C. F. 
Frey, are works every way worthy of the attention of 
our friends. They contain information nowhere else to 
be found. We most cordially wish him all the success 
he can desire." — The Family Magazine, 

From John Allen, Translator and Editor of " Calvin's 

Institutes," &c. 

" Hackney, April 27, 1837. 

" My dear Sir — I have sincere pleasure in adding my 

humble testimony to the list of respectable divines on 

the other side of the Atlantic. ' Joseph and Benjamin,' 

though comparatively a small work, contains a full 

body of divinity, doctrinal, experimental, and practical, 

of die best kind ; and I cordially agree with the 

I 
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reviewer, that ' the discnsam is oondnctvd ma maimer 
truly sati^actory. The author i» a t^hampion in Hebrew 
theology aiid criticism, and a thoroogh<4NPed itnn in 
the substuittal good old dirimty of the Bi)le and the 
Reformed Chnrehes. He is clear, jadiciouSy earnest, 
and truly orthodox. Nor need any one fear encounter- 
ing a sectarian or oontrorersial spirit ; from this it is 
entirely free^ • This book will be of great ralue to the 
theological student, and to every pastor also* If we 
wish to be well furnished to meet a Jew in an argument, 
or to berobat his prejudices, we ought to be masters of 
the contents of this book. It must also be Tory Taluable 
to youth, to prepare them to meet the infidel. And the 
Sabbath-school's library cannot be complete without it.; 
It is, beyond question, the plainest, fullest, and most 
popular exhibition in English, on the controversy 
between Jews and Christians.' May it have circulation 
and success correspondent to its merits^.'' 

From the Rev* John Campbell. 

^Kingsland, Apnl2\, 1837. 

" My dear Sir — As you have desired my opinion of 
the letters between ' Joseph and Benjamin,' on the 
controversy between Jews and Christians, I can say, 
that they appear to me to be the result of much 
thought, labour, and research, especially into rabbinical 
writings. 

" If the Jews will read the contents of these volumes, 
they are well fitted to silence their objections against 
Christianity ; and, upon ample evidence, oblige them to 
confess that Jesus is the Messiah, and that it is vain to 
look for another. 

" They also furnish information, very important for 
Christians to know, upon the matters at issue between 
Jews and Christians, on the sentiments entertained by 
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Jemsli Rabbies in different ages* of the promises and 
prophecies conoeraibg M^siah ; a species of know- 
ledge possessed by few Christiana of the present day ; 
therefore, well worthy of their attentive pemsaL 

** For the sake of the numerous Jews on the continent 
of Europe, a compressed or abridged translation of these 
volumes is highly desirable, and I have no doubl but 
many Christians here and in other countries would. con* 
tribute, in order to enable you to circulate nany of them 
gratis among your Jewish brethren." 

" To the Rev, C. F, FreyJ' 
" I think * Joseph and Benjamin' a very valuable pub- 
lication. ^W. B. COLLYKR, D.D." 

Extract of a letter fium Sir Thomas Barinq Bart. 

" Februqrp, IBZ9. 
" One advantage, however, has resnlted (rom the de- 
lay, viz., that I have hf^.Ume and Opportunity of read- 
ing your two valuable bpoks, * Joseph and Benjamiii *' and 
' Judah and Israel.' I cani^ot express haw much I hav* 
been delighted with both, and especially the former. I 
request you will send me heve si^ cop^s of both works, 
and when I go to I^ondon I shall ask for the same 
number to be sent to Devonshire Place, for I wish my 
friends to have the pleasure and advantage of reading 
them as well as rayseU*. * Joseph and Benjamin,' which 
has been upon the table in my drawing-xoom for some 
time, has been taken up and read with expressions of 
delight by several of my visiters, and, whether Jew or 
Gentile, no person can read the book (I should hope so, 
at least) without profit." 

^ 3. The Board of the American Society for melio- 
rating the condition of the Jews, at a meeting held Janu- 
ary 1 5, 1836, having taken into serious consideration the 
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subject recommended by the reriewers, but doabtfol 
whether the constitution would aHow them to grant any 
of the fund for any other object than to promote the 
original object, 

^ Resolved, " That a distinct fund be opened for the 
purpose of purchasing a number of copies of the said 
work, in order to their being gratuitously distributed 
among the JeWs in this country and in England ; and 
also in order to get these volumes translated into the 
German language, for the use of the Jews on the con* 
tinent of Europe." 

It was farther Resolved, '' That the Rev. Dr. Biownlee, 
Rev. A. Maclay, and Rev. C. F. Frey ; Messrs. George 
Wilson, W. Keily, and E. Burrill by a Committee of 
Correspondence on the subjecft with proper persons in 
these states, and also abroad, in order to carry the above 
resolution into effect." 

These resolutioasr were ' published in the Christian 
Intelligencer, New York Observer, and American Bap- 
tist ; and a circular letter was sent to many that were 
considered <Uhe friends of Israel," but very little notice 
was taken of, or interest expressed in, the subject. 
Aware that a great prejudice existed in this country 
against the Jewish cause, for reasons to be shown here- 
after, and knowing British liberality in every good cause, 
and having sought by prayer and supplication to know 
the will of God, I felt willing to give up my pastoral 
charge, and go as agent to Europe to accomplish the 
afore-mentioned object, without any other remuneration 
than travelling expenses, the result of which agency is 
the subject of the following pages. 

§ 4. Agency, 

New York, Nov. 22, 1836. 

At a Meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
*f. American Society for meliorating the condition of the 
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Jewsj" the following resolutions- were unaniiaously 
adopted; namely — 

" That a proper agent be appointed to visit En^^and, 
Scotland, and Ireland, for the purpose of soliciting dona* 
tions, to create two distinct funds, viz. : one for distri- 
buting the book entitled ^ Joseph and Benjamin ' in the 
English language ; and another for getting it translated 
#nd printed in the German language. 

'^ That, in. the event it should be thought best by the 
friends in England to appoint a Treasurer, to tak^ charge 
of the money to be collected by the agent, and to ap- 
point a committee to get the work translated and printed 
Ml Eni^and, the agent be authorize^ to comply with 
their wishes. 

" Whereas, it is hoped that the time is not far distant 
when the Society will have a Missionary Seminary, 
which will require a suitable select library ; therefore, 

Resolvedy " That the agent be authorized to solicit 
books for that pispose. 

'' And whereas, it is well known that the Reverend 
C F. Frey has laboured for more than thirty years past 
most faithfully, zealously, and disinterestedly, to pro- 
mote the salvation of Israel ; and whereas, he has gene- 
rously offered to act as agent for the above objects with- 
out any other rempmemtion than his travelling expenses \, 
therefore, 

Resolvedy ''^ That the Rev. C. F. Frey be appoiiatedl 

,mir agent for the above purposes, and we do most 

eordially^ and affectionately recommend him to all our 

Christian friends who look and pray for the conversion>: 

of Israel. 

(Seal) " W. C. 6 ROWNLEE, President of the Society 

for meliorating the condition of the Jewsi 

(Attested) " Alex. M. Burrill, Rec. Sec." 

12 
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^ 5. Testimonials. 
Clinton Hull, New York, Dec. 5, 1836. 
** The ConfeieAce of Baptist Ministers of the city of 
New York and vicinity, to the Baptist Churches and 
Ministers of Great Britain, greeting : 

" We take great pleasure in commending to your 
fellowship and Christian attention the bearer of this, 
Rev. Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, as a minister of the 
Baptist denomination, esteemed an orthodox, able, and 
faithful preacher of the Gospel, who enjoys the entire 
cooSdence of his brethren. Our brother Frey visits 
Britain for the purpose of securing a wider circulation 
for his valuable werk, entitled * Joseph and Benjamin/ 
and also to procure its translation and publication in the 
German language — ^a labour of love in behalf of his 
kinsmen according to the flesh. We would, therefore, 
bespeak your liberal co-operation in this ettter|M:ise. 
By order and behalf of the Conference. 
" Rev. Spencer H. Gone, Rev. C. C. P. Crosby, 

Charles C. Sommers, J. Orchard, 

D. Dunbar, L. Howard, Brook- 

Jacob n. Brouner, lyn, 

John Middleton, Oct. Winslow, ditto, 

George Benedict, S. White, Staten I*- 

W. R. WilHams^ land. 

J. Dowling, 

J. Going, \ Secretaries of the American 

L. Crawford, > Baptist Home Missionary 

J. C. Murphy, ) Society." 

— — — % 

§ 6. Testimonial from Ministers of different Denomina- 
tions. 
« New York, Dec. 5, 1836. 
" Whereas, the bearer, the Rev. J. S. C. F. Frey, is 
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about visiting Great Britain and Germany, as agent for 
the ' American Society ior meliorating the condition of 
the Jews,' to solicit funds to aid him in the gratuitous 
circulation among the Jews of a work entitled ' Joseph 
and Benjamin ; or, a Series of Letters on the Contro- 
versy between Jews and Christians, comprising the 
most important Doctrines of the Christian religion ;' the 
undersigned ministers of the Gospel feel great pleasure 
in expressing their entire confidence in the Christian 
character and standing of brother Frey as a devoted 
and useful minister of Christ. As the object of Ids 
mission commends itself to the approbation of all who 
pray for the salvation of Israel, we cannot doubt that our 
brother will enjoy the fellowship of the people of God» 
and trust that he will be greatly blessed in the work 
whereunto we believe the Lord has called him. 

** Episcopalian^ 

" Rev. James Milnor, D.D., Rector of St. George's 

chapel, New York. 

'* Rev. Thos. Breintnall, Rector of Zion Church, ditto. 
" Reformed Dutch Church. 

" Rev. John Knox, D.D. 

-- — Thomas De Witt, D.D. 

W. C. Brownlee, D.D. 

Jacob Brodhead, D.D. 

Eli Baldwin, D.D. 

" Presbyterian. 

" Rev. A. Proudfit, D.D., Vice-President of the Ame- 
rican Society for meliorating the condition 
of the JoT^s. 

" Rev. Thomas M'Auly, D.D. 

W, W. Philips, D.D. 

J. M*Elroy, D.D. 

— — George Bourne. 
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Rev. J. Spencer, Brooklyn. 

J. N. Campbell, Albany. 

W. James, D.D., ditto. 

" Baptist, 

Daniel Sharpe, D.D., Boston. 

.; Baron Stow, Ditto. 

G. B. Ide, Ditto. 

Lucius Bolls, D.D., Ditto. 

E. Thresher, Ditto. 

F. Wayland, D.D., President of Brown Univer 

sity, Providence, R. I. 

B. T. Welch, D.D., Albany. 

A. L. Covel, Ditto. 

W. T. Brandey, D.D., Philadelphia. . 

Rufus Babcock, D.D., Ditto. 

A. D. Gillet, Ditto. 

J. M. Allen, Ditto. 

" Henry Jackson, Hartford. 

G. Robins, Ditto." 



^ 7. To accomplish these objects, I embarked on 
board the packet ship Quebec on the eleventh of Feb- 
ruary, 1837, where I had the privilege of preachings 
once or twice every Lord's-day. On the 8th of the 
following month we arrived in London. On the first 
Lord*s-day after my arrival I preached at Cumbeskud- 
street chapel. After service, a lady in deep moumipg- 
came into the vestry and said, " Oh ! dear wr, what 
would not my dear husband have given to have seen you 
before his death. Often did he mention your name as^ 
his spiritual father. Curiosity first led him to see or 
hear a Jew preach ; but the Lord blessed the word to* 
his conversion, and for twenty-six years he has adorned 
his profession ; and a few months ago he died, rejpicing. 
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in the liope of glory." I need not say that this was 
greatly encouraging, but the reader will be still more 
gratified to find that, during my late preaching tours 
through England, Scotland, and Ireland, I have met 
with no less than twenty-four similar instances. Thus, 
while my labours for nearly forty years have been chiefly 
directed to promote the salvation of Israel, Grod has 
graciously blessed my feeble efforts to the conversion of 
many Gentiles, and to the edification of his dear people. 
The name of the Lord be praised. 

On delivering my letters of introduction to the Rev. 
Dr. Cox and Mr. Belcher, I was received most cordial- 
ly, and to their most indefatigable and persevering 
efforts I ascribe, by the blessing of God, the suc- 
cess of my agency, notwithstanding the difficulties I 
met with. 

Having submitted the documents of my commission 
and recommendations from the ministers in this country 
to the few brethren still living who knew me from Jmy 
first arrival in London, in 1802, they certified to the cor- 
rectness of my documents, and warmly recommended 
the objects of my agency. 

I now called on other ministers for their signatures, 
and soon found that there existed several obstacles 
'which must needs be removed before I could commence 
any operations. 

The first of these obstacles was the great prejudice 
excited against this Society, both in Britain and in 
Germany, by the former agency. I succeeded, however, 
in removing the difiiculty. 

The next obstacle to be overcome was the report 
which had been circulated by the Rev. Dr. Reed, that 
I was not in good standing with the churches in this 
country. I proposed the appointment of a committee 
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to investigate any charges he might have against my 
obaracter, but he refused to meet them« I then sent 
him a ¥rritten challenge, either to attend the public meet- 
ing which viras to take place at the Congregational Li- 
brary, or to send a written statement ; but he took no 
notice of it. I also wrote letters to Dr. Matthison, 
who had accompanied Dr. Reed to this 4M>untry, and to 
Dr. Hoby, who was with Dr. Cox as a deputation to 
this country, and answers were received firom each of 
them, and read at the meeting, both of which were in 
favour of my standing, and which statement was confirm- 
ed in strong terms by Dr. Cox, the chairman of the 
ni0eting. These communications gave perfect satisfac- 
tion, as will appear from the fc^owing signatures .added 
to my credentials : 

Rev. Arundel, John 

" Belcher, Joseph 

*' Bennett, Jiimes, D*D. 

'* Binney, Thomas 

" Brown, Wm- 

" Burna^J. 

" Campbell, J., Kingsland- 

" Campbell, J., Tabernacle. 

" Clayton^ John 

" Clayton, George 

" Collison, George 

" CoUyer, W.B.. D.D. 

*' Cox, F.A., D.D- 

" Davis, Joseph 

" Denis, Eliel 

" Dunn, E. A. 
Dyer, John 
Edwards, John 
Fletcher, Alex, 
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Rer. Green, Samuel 

" Gorney, Wm. A. M., Rector 
St. Clement Danes. 

" Henderson, E., D.D. 

" Hunt, John 

" James, J. A., Birmingham. 

'' Knight, John, Brixton. 

'* Lewis, Thomas, Islington. 

« Murch, W. H., D.D. 

" Price, Thomas, D.D. 

" Room^ Charles 

** Sherman, James 

" Smith j J. P., D.D. 

" Stean, Edward 

" Steinkopfr, C. F. F., D.D. 

« Stodhart, R. 

" Sturtevant, S. T., D.D. 

" Styles, J., D.D. 

" Watts, John 
Yet a few of the leading ministers connected with 
Dr. Reed refused to sanction my mission. Thanks b^ 
unto the Lord, I have succeeded without them. 

That the true cause of their conduct was my having 
become a Baptist, I have more than sufficient proof. 
Dr. frankly told me that my documents had per- 
fectly satisfied his mind respecting my character, but 
that, having become a baptist, and that of close commu- 
nion, he could not sanction me by signing my creden- 
tials. Another, who is the most zealous advocate for 
religious liberty, and from whom I had reason to expect 
the most affectionate welcome, on reading my certifi- 
cate from the Conference of Baptist ministers in New 
York, he closed and returned the book, saying, " so you 
are a Baptist ; I can have no fellowship with you, for I 
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love children too well." Is not this closa communion 
indeed ? I wonder what kind of reception John the 
Dipper, or Christ himself, who requested to be dipped, 
would meet with from these rulers of the London Syna- 
gogue. But let not the reader confound the multitude 
of Pedo-Baptists with Dr. Reed and his party. With 
pleasure I take this opportunity of stating that I have 
been received most affectionately and kindly in all my 
travels through Britain, and that by far the greater num- 
ber of congregations I preached to, and made collections, 
were Pedo-Baptists. The Lord reward them for their 
kindness. 

There remained, however, another objection against 
my character in full operation, which would have justly 
shut every pulpit in Britain against me, had it not been 
satisfactorily removed, viz., the report which had been 
circulated far and wide immediately after I had left 
England in 1816, that I had absconded with i:3,000 
of the money belonging to the London Society for pro- 
moting Christianity among the Jews. Accordingly, 
John Allen, Esq., of Hackney, was requested to write 
on the subject to Sir Thomas Baring, Bart., who had 
been President of that Society at the time my connex- 
ion was dissolved, and still remains in the same office. 
And at a public meeting held at the .Congressional 
Library, April 28th, 1837, the following letter was re- 
ceived from him : 

" Sir — I am sorry that, you should have supposed that 
your inquiry into the integrity of Mr. Frey required any 
apology, as it gives me pleasure to contradict the reports 
prejudicial to his character, and to bear my testimony 
to his entire honesty in every transaction connected 
with the pecuniary affairs of the Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. Had Mr. Frey been 
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guilty of embezzling or of improperly appropriating to 
himself any part of the funds of the Society, 1 must 
have been cognizant of the fact ; and you are perfectly 
at libe-rty to make use of my name in answer to any 
charge of dishonesty that may be preferred against Mr. 
Frey, to give it the most decided contradiction. 

'' I am, sir, yours, &c., 

** Thomas Baring. 

<* Devonshire Place, April 24, 1837.'' 

On the motion of the Rev. J. Campbell, Kingsland, 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff, it was unanimously 

Resdvedf *' That these charges are utterly unworthy 
of credit, and that Mr. Frey, boing in honourable con- 
nexion with the Christian churches in America, is 
fully worthy of the confidence and esteem of Christians 
in this country. 

On motion of the Rev. S. Green, seconded by the 
Rev. S. T. Sturtevant, unanimously 

Resolved, " That this meeting, approving of the ob- 
jects contemplated by the American Society for meliora- 
ting the condition of the Jews, commend Mr. Frey, 
agent of that Society, and advise that the donations and 
subscriptions obtained by him should be paid to Sir 
Thomas Baring, as Treasurer ; that the Rev. J. Belcher 
act as Secretary ; and that the following gentlemen be 
requested to act with them as a committee to superin- 
tend the due application of the funds thus obtained : 
the Rev. Drs. Cox^ Price» and Steinkopff; the Rev, 
Messrs: J. Campbell, Kingsl»nd, J. Campbell, Taberna- 
cle, G. Collison, T. Lewis, W. H. Murch, J. Young, 
and John Allen, Esq.** 

On motion of the Rev, S. Green, seconded by the 

Rev. J. Bums, it was unanimously 

Resolved, '*That the Editors of the Evangelica 

K 
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Baptist, and Congregational Magazines, and of the 
General Baptist Repository, be respectfully requested 
to insert these resolutions in their works for June ; and 
that they be advertised in the Patriot and Record 
newspapers. 

(Signed) <* F. A. Cox, Chairman. 

" Joseph Belcher, Secretary*" 

The Rev. Drs. Cox, Sturtevant, and Mr. Campbell, 
being appointed a committee to wait on Sir Thomas, 
received from him the following answer : " I have re- 
tired from business some years ago, and have refused 
several offices ; but knowing how Mr. Frey has been 
slandered and persecuted, I will not only accept the 
office of Treasurer, but also commence the subscription 
with a donation of £20^ 

This report originated in a scurrilous pamphlet pub- 
lished by one of my Jewish brethren, in which, after 
ridiculing the attempt of the Society to convert the 
Jews, he proposed the question, ^ And what has be- 
come of your zealous Frey? I suppose he has got 
money enough and has gone to America." What my 
Jewish brother only supposed as a thing that might have 
taken place, others reported as a fact, and a reverend 
gentleman, in a book published against the Bible Society, 
Missionary Society, Jewish Society, actually published 
it as such. During my late visit in Loudon I was re- 
peatedly advised to prosecute that clergyman, and might 
doubtless have obtained damages ; yet 1 have refused to 
take notice of the subject any farther than necessary 
to remove prejudice. This has been happily effected 
by the above letter. Ministers, both in Scotland and 
Ireland, as well as in England, told me that so deeply 
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was that report impressed on their minds, that, had it 
not been for this letter, they should never have admitted 
me into their pulpits. After preaching for the Rev. Mr. 
Stevenson, at Leicester, where this letter was read from 
the pnlpit, one of the most influential deacons of that 
ehurch came into (he vestry and said, " Brother Frey, 
I am glad I was here this evening ; I had a great con- 
flict in my mind. I did not like to hear the Sew preach 
who had absconded with i&3,000, and yet Idid not like 
to absent myself from the house of God. I am now 
convinced the report waa false, and repent that I thought 
ill of you; and, as a proof of my repentance, here is^a 
sovereign to add to the collection.'* A very similar case 
happened at Mitcham^, in Surry. Thus the Lord over- 
ruled evil for good. 

^ 8. Having forwarded a copy of the proceedings of 
the fore-mentioned meeting to the President of the Ame- 
rican Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, 
and he having called an extra meeting of the Board of 
M»:iagers for the 26th of July, 1837, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted and forwarded to me*: 

Resolved, " That this Board view with much satis* 
faction the proceedings of the meeting above referred 
to, and that they do cordially respond to the expressions 
of confidence and good will recorded on that occasion 

Resohedf " That the thanks of this Board are due to 
the Chairman of the above-mentioned meeting, and the 
other gentlemen then present, and to Sir Thomas Bar- 
ing, whose letter W9a read before them, for the spirited 
and efficient manner in which they have come forward 
in defence of the character of Mr. Frey against unmerit- 
ed imptitations, as well as for the generous interest they 
have mattfi^sted in his behalf, aftd the Christian dispo- 
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sition they have evinced to co-operate with him in pro- 
secuting the objects of his agency. 

'* Whereas, this Board have received information that 
reports unfavourable to the character of the Rev. C. F. 
Frey, their agent, now in England, have been circulated 
against him since his arrival in that country, and that 
attempts have been made to produce an impression there 
that Mr. Frey was not considered in good standing and 
repute in this country previous to his late departure for 
Europe ; and whereas, it is felt to be the duty of this 
Board to sustain their agent against all groundless ac- 
cusationsy by all proper means ; and whereas, it is be- 
lieved that an expression of the sentiments of this Board, 
in relation to the premises, will be of material service 
to their agent in repelling such imputations, and ena* 
Ming him to prosecute with success the objects of his 
mission : Therefore, R&solvedy that this Board have never 
hod reascm to question in the least degree the probity or 
integrity of the Rev. Mr. Frey, since his first connexion 
with the Society which they represent ; nor have they 
ever attached the slightest credit to any report which 
may have been circulated in the United States, affecting 
his character and standing as a Christian minister. 

Resolved, farthermore, '' That the confidence reposed 
by this Board in Mr. Frey's integrity, and which induced 
them to select him as their agent on an important mis- 
sion, remains at this moment unabated ; and that they 
take pleasure in recording this renewed expression of 
their sentiments in his behalf on this occasion. 

Resolmd, *' That an ofiicial copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolutions be transmitted to Mr. Frey 
by the earliest oppovttmity ; and that the President, the 
Recording Secretary, and the Treasurer, J^ £. Burrili^ 
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be a special committee, with full powers to carry this 
resolution into effect." 

'* A. true copy from minutes. In witness wherecrf 
we hereunto afiSx the seal of our corporation. 
(Attested) '^ Alex. M. Bctrrill, Recording Secretary. 
(Seal) <^ W. C Brownlee, President of the Ame- 
rican Society for meliorating the coup 
dition of the Jews." 

^ 9. Being now authorized to commence operations, 
I sent a copy of " Joseph and Benjamin " to Hamhurg, 
to the Rev. Mr. Oncken, to get i( translated into the 
German language, and opened a correspondence with 
the Society for the Jews at Berlin, on the subject of 
printing and circulating it among the Jews. On the 
January following I went to Germany, as far as Heilige 
Land ; but, on account of the ice in the River Elbe, we 
had to return to London. In May, 1838, I went to 
Hamburg, found the work translated perfectly correct 
in sentiment and elegant in language. I took the MS. 
to Berlin, presented it to the Society, agreed to pay for 
the printing and binding of 5000 copies, and that the 
money obtained from the sale of any copies should be 
devoted from time to time to the printing of new edi- 
tions. The work has since been printed and paid for ; 
and a considerable number, I understand, have already 
been sold to Christians^ and I trust that the work will 
be greatly blessed among the twenty millions oT Luther* 
ans and Roman Catholics in Germany, as well as to the 
two millions of my dear Jewish brethren. My next 
business was t« collect the money necessary. Aeeord* 
ingly, I have travelled in Britain above 8000 miles, 
visited 437 congregations, preached 533 times, and visit* 

^dr generally two Sunday-schools every Lord's-day. 

K2 
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In this part of my woik I had to orercome two great 
difficulties, the one arising from the general scarcity of 
money, and the other from the numerous pressing appli- 
cations for pecuniary aid from the different religious and 
benevolent societies. Hence, the answers to my appli- 
cations to the churches have generally be«n the same, 
via. : *' We regret exceedingly that we cannot allow a 
public collection, having had one only last week, and 
promised to make, 4&c., &c. But we shall be glad of 
seeing and hearing you preach and plead the cause of 
your brethren, and if any of the friends be willing to 
contribute, they will be at liberty to bring it into the 
vestry." Hence, the most of the money collected was 
in this way, and, of course, but small sums were re- 
ceived. These circumstances naturally greatly pro- 
longed my agency, and considerably increased my tra- 
velling expenses. 

^10. To prevent future reports of dishonesty, that I 
bad absconded with the collections, at the close of every 
preaching tour a list of the collections made was pub- 
lished in the newspaper, and in May last I delivered a 
copy of all my accounts to the committee, and received 
the following certificate : 

^ The undersigned, being the Chairman and Secre- 
tary of the committee appointed at the Congregational 
Library, April 28, 1837, to superintend the agency of 
the Rev. C. F. Prey, having received a list of the mo- 
neys collected by him in Great Britain, and an account 
of the expenditures incurred by the translation of his 
^ Joseph and Benjamin" into the German language, and 
for printing and binding 5000 copies of the said work 
for circulation among the Jews in Europe, and for the 
circulation of more than 800 copies of the said work 
in Banish among Jews and Christian ministers in this 
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country, as also the expenses of residence in England, 
travelling, ^c, find that his receipts hare been JSL119 
4s 5^d, and his expenditures JC1252 1^ 2<l, leaving a 
balance due to Mr. Frey of JC13.2 16« Bid. The whole 
particulars of which are in our possession, for the in* 
spoction of«ay who have contributed. 

«* F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Chairman. • 
*< Joseph Belcher, Secretary. 
" London, May 31, 1839." 

From this certificate it appears that a balance of 
J^132 16^ 8Ji2, exclusive of three months' board sind 
£35 passage money, is 'still due to me. This balance 
the London committee, who were appointed merely to 
superintend my agency, did not feel themselves under 
any obligations to pay, nor had. they any funds, but re- 
ferred me to the Society whose agent I was. That this 
balance has not been paid will be shown hereafter. 

^11. A Jewish brother, one of my spiritual children, 
of twenty-eight years standing, offered to circulate the 
work among the Jews in London, and he has met with 
success beyond expectation. Even the chief Rabbi, 
Dr. Hirschel, solicited a copy, and gratefully acknow- 
ledged its receipt. 
• The following letters will be read with pleasure : 

'* Rev. and dear sir — 1 send you a list of names 
of Jewish families, among whom are some of the first 
«0d most respectable, among whom I have distributed 
your excellent work, ' Joseph and Benjamin.' I rejoice 
to say that they were received with great thankfulness, 
and I have had several applications for more. I would 
also mention, that a Jew informed me that he has lent 
his own copy to several Jewish families, and that it 
was read with much pleasure ; many were anxious to 
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know where he had obtained the work, and whether 
they could procure it. I wish you, therefore, to let me 
have a fresh supply, and, by the blessing of God, I shall 
be able to dispose of them among our brethren of the 
house of Israel. I am anxious, dear sir, to circulate 
them, for I think the work exceedingly calculated, by 
the Spirit of God, to promote the great object for which 
you have so many years laboured ; and, blessed be God, 
I can bear witness, with many others of our dear bre- 
thren, that your labours have not been without success. 
'* I remain, dear brother, in Christ Jesus, 

" Yours truly, 
" London, Feb. 23, 1838." " A. S." 

" Dear Brother Frey — Going through the Jewish 
quarters I was completely surrounded by members of 
the house of Israel, applying for copies of ' Joseph 
and Benjamin.' Conversing with a number of Jews 
to whom I had given the work, they appeared much de- 
lighted, and declared that it isi one of the best works 
that ever was circulated among the Jews, because the 
letters are so plain, powerful, and convincii^, that every 
reasonable and God-fearing man must acknowledge 
Jesus to be the Messiah. The Rev. Joseph Wolff ap- 
plied to me for a copy of * Joseph and Benjamin,' and 
I complied with his request. He also desired to see 
you. I hope you are well, and that you find Christians 
of every denomination ready to come forward and do 
something for the long-neglected lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. I rejoice when I think of that precious portion of 
the Word of firod,that they shall be gathered together 
into one fold, under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

" I am, dear brother, yours. 

« London, April 10, 1838." " A, S." 
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^ 12, la addition to the objects already stated, there 
was another of great importance connected with my late 
agency, viz. : ** The promotion of a settlement in 
America, to furnish Jews with Christian instructioa and 
employment," as will be seen by the following doca* 
ment : 

" Plan proposed to the Board of Managers of the American 
Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, 

" 1. To procure a place of residence at a suitable 
distance from New York, where twenty or thirty per- 
sons may be employed, as a commencement. 

'* 2. That in this place shall be taught shoe-making, 
tailonng, hamess-making, &c., <&c. 

" 3. That any Jew choosing to adopt any of these 
employments, for the purpose of obtaining Christian in- 
struction, shall be bound to the Society as a regular ap- 
prentice for the period of three years, during which 
time he shall have suitable board, lodgings, raiment, 
&c., and to be charged no more than prime cost. 

" 4. That a regular account be kept of his daily earn- 
ings during his apprenticeship, at the close of which, 
his expenses being repaid, he shall be entitled to the 
surplus of his earnings, receive a certificate of his cha- 
racter, and be at liberty either to remain and work as a 
journeyman, or leave the institution. 

" 5. That a proper journeyman for each of the 
abov« trades be engaged to instruct the Jews in their 
work. 

" 6, That three members of the Board, one of each of 
the above-mentioned trades, be appointed a Cotnmittee 
of Superintendence, to receive a weekly report from each 
joume3rman, and make a monthly report to the Board of 
Managers. 
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*< 7. That a ptoper Minister of the Gospel be engaged 
to live in the institution, with whom all the family is to 
board. 

" 8. That no work be performed on any day of the 
year after five o'clock, p. m. ; that from ^ve to six be the 
hour for tea or supper and recreation, and from six to 
nine be employed in religious instruction.** 

'* Resolution passed by the Board, January 23, 1837. 

Resolved^ ''That the farther consideration of the 
above plan be postponed until the return of our agent, 
the Rev. C. F. Frey, from Europe, and that he be fur- 
nished with a copy of the plan and of this resolution, 
to present the same to the friends in England and 
Germany, for the purpose of ascertaining tlieir senti' 
ments and securing their co-operation. 

(Signed) " Rev. W. C. Brownlee, President. 

"Alex. M. Burrill, Recording Secretary.^ 

^13. Accordingly, soon after my arrival in England 
I sent a copy of the plan to the Jewish Society at 
Frankfort, and received the following letter. : 

''March 19,1838. 

" Dear brother — I hope you will excuse the de- 
lay of my answer, being anxious to communicate tlie 
sentiment of the Society which has just met. The ob- 
ject of the American Society meets their approbation, 
and they long to hear of its being in full operation. 
They perfectly agree in the necessity and expediency 
of a settlement. This has long been the sentiment of 
brother Marc and myself. I might prove this at con- 
siderable length, but will mention only a few particu- 
lars. 

" 1. The conyersion of a sinner is not the work of a 
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moment, especially that of a Jew ; and as the prose- 
lytes, in most cases, are of the lower class, they need 
repeated, well-grounded, and energetical exhortations 
to repentance and faith, and great care and watchfulness 
is necessary with respect to their conversation and prac- 
tice. 

" 2. For the want of employment and support, prose- 
lytes are instructed for a short time only, and then 
thrust out into the world, as most have been hitherto, 
and thus exposed to the wicked and . pernicious exam- 
ples of nominal Christians ; they are liable to fall into * 
sundry temptations, and may be seduced by lukewarm 
and mere moral teachers. 

" 3. If such babes in Christ, not rooted and grounded 
in faith, and cursed and cast out by their own people 
and relations, should have to struggle also with wants 
and the necessaries of life, it is hardly to be expected 
that they would be able to bear up under it. 

" 4. There are an exceeding great number of Jews ia 
Germany and Poland very desirous to get Christian in- 
struction, and are ready to bear and suffer anything if 
they knew but of a place of refuge to flee to. But be** 
ing obliged to remain with their friends, they stifle their 
convictions and remain Jews ; for the very idea of hurt- 
ing the feelings of their parents and relations by a pro- 
fession of Christianity is too painful. Besides, they 
know that they would immediately be hated, persecuted, 
and exposed to death itself. But had they a prospect 
of finding an asylum among Christians, like the pro- 
posed American settlement, they would gladly pome out 
from among the Jews, and confess Jesus to be the 
Christ. The fear of men brings a snare. Such, dear 
brother, is our opinion respecting the necessity and ex- 
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pediency of a settlement ; and We might have stated 
other reasons besides those, but these may suffice." 

^14. While at Berlin I attended several meetings of 
the Jewish Society, when the subject of the American 
settlement was fully considered, and the following reso* 
lution adopted, dated June 1, 1838 : 

" Having received from the Rev. C. F. Frey, agent 
of the American Society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews, a plan of a proposed settlement, to be esta- 
blished in the vicinity of New York for Jewish prose- 
lytes, where they are to be taught trades and to receive 
Christian instruction, we cannot help expressing our 
most cheerful approbation of this scheme, and most cor- 
dially wish that it may soon be realized and crowned 
with rich blessings from above. Much and repeated 
experience with individual proselytes has made us 
practically acquainted with the great and almost insur- 
mountable difficulties of procuring for them suitable em- 
ployment and situations, as well as the necessary care 
and inspection over them, which can be had only in a 
separate and distinct institution. We have, therefore, 
often wished that such an institution might be establish- 
ed in this country ; but as this has not yet been possi- 
ble, and as we have reason to fear that none will be 
established in future, we have greatly rejoiced to hear 
of the proposed American settlement ; and as we shall 
not want opportunities of recommending it, as soon as 
it shall be^ opened, to such Jews as are inquiring after 
truth, and are willing to learn a trade, we are ready 
most cordially to assist them in their eihigration to Ame- 
rica, as soon as they shall have received the govern- 
ment sanction or passport." 

One of my Jewish brethren, a convert to Christianity, 



laftd om «f iIhi wtftmAit ma^mm^B^ pupated a Mb- 
setiptioa pafHsr ta be hmded rewid Btmaig ik^ mukf 
neh boptiosed lews^le nose a. fond te delhty tlie ex- 
ptitflee of lh» pnoeeiytee to the eea-porte^ and beheaded 
ihe sidiecnpiian with a dbaaiiea of $5CX). On my w«f 
10 LoadoB I pnadbed at Haiabarg several tusaee, on 
the preflMBUt aod Jftiiire eonditkni of the Jewe ; aad at a 
pnhficn^etii^ the ktkmi^ leeeiuf^eii wasadepiedl : 

" We> the aadereifaed, eettaidefiiif the great diifieat* 
ties wMi which eo&Tehed Jewa^ aad sueh as are in- 
t^unag aftes inith^ have to conteiidr efynoging out of the 
prejudioes of their heethma, and vtheir ioabilitjr' to poro^ 
eare eoq^Jeyaienit, are convineed that soaoo j^ace of 
lelii^, ialo^ which tl^y can be. received, would be verjr 
dmrahfe, we, therelere^ reeommead the brathven in 
LoBckm to take the sidsyect iato their nsMt smoaa eoi^ 
ludevatioii." Signed, Bev. J. Rheeder,^ J. C. Merita, 
auBsioaar^ramonf the Jews, aod many otheve. 

At a meetmg of ip^iieteni at Davenport, the Icdbwiag 
reeolutiea haa been iBumimously adc^ted, and haa been 
signed by neatly 200 miaieleta in Bn|^nd and Scot* 
land: 

'* We, the nadeieigaed, coaviaced that some piaa to 
furnish eroployiBdOt, in connexion with Chiisilaa in^ 
atniction, to sach Jews as are professedty inquiring after 
tmth, ss necessary to give effect to the efl^rts made iot 
their conversion to the^ faith oi the Gos|>el, and a{^rov* 
ing, on the whole, ^the design of the American Society 
for meliorating the condition of the Jews, as detailed 
to ua by the Rev^ C. F. Frey, beg to recommend the 
formation of a Society in Lmidon and other parts of 
Sorope, te aid inquiring Jews in their emigra^on to the 
United States." 

4 Id. Having emllmnnioated Aese deemnenta to 

L 
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Thomas Buiiif , Precideat of the London Soeioty for 
promoting ChiiBtianity among tho Jews, andssolicited 
his opinion on the necessity sad expediency of the Ame- 
rican settlement, and the formation of a Society in Lon* 
don to aid the Jewish proselytes in their emigration to 
America, I received from him a most encouraging letter 
of two sheets,dated Stratton Park, Febmary 15, 1839,in 
which, having stated at considerable length the difficul- 
ties he has witnessed to get employment for Jews du- 
ring the twenty-five years he has been President of the 
Society, he closes thus : '* I have not time nor space 
in this letter to enumerate the many efforts that have 
been made, and all in vain ; but I will proceed to give 
you my opinion of your plan of a Society for facilitating 
the emigration of the Jews to America, and I will also 
at once say that, after giving the subject the best con- 
sideration in my power, it has my most unqualified fa- 
vourable opinion. The desideratum, which has long 
perplexed the friends for affording temporal relief to 
the Jews, will, I think, find in it a solution of all other 
difficulties. As you have my good opinion, you shall 
also have an unequivocal proof of my sincerity. When 
J hear that your plan is in a forward state, I will send 
you a donation of one hundred pounds, with my best 
wishes for its success. I need not add anything to 
what you have so judiciously advanced, (in ' Judah and 
Israel,') both as to the benefit and working of the plan, 
but I desire to express my unreserved concurrence." 

In acknowledging the receipt of this most encourag- 
ing letter, I stated to Sir Thomas that, to form a Society, 
it would be necessary to have a public meeting ; the 
success of such a meeting greatly depends on the cha- 
racter of the chairman ; and as I knew of none who 
could fill the chair more effectually than himself, Ihoped 



PART I. 133 

li6 woidd pernot me to annomice kis name. I antt* 
cipaled an ebjectian, aad was niot miatakeB. For having 
waked for mi aaswor some days beyond the period 
mentioned in my letter, I waited on Sir Thomas, and he 
candidly told me that ** for himself he shoidd hate no 
ohjectioA, bat knowing that many of his friends would 
take o6enoe at his taking the chair at a mixed SMoting 
of Churchmen and Dissenters, h» thought it prudent to 
dedine." On oonsnlting with my best friends amMig 
DnneBtefs, I found it to be their nnammous opinion, that, 
under present eaeeitement, no Society could be formed 
in uniea with Episcopalians and Dissenters. Itaow re- 
mained only to formadiatinct Society either of Dissenters 
or Episcopalians ; and as I have always been connected 
with the former, I addressed a letter to the Disseising 
ministers in London to attend a public meeting, where 
it was considered ineaLpedient ka the Dissenters, at 
present, to take up a new object, when they found it 
almost impossible to raise sufficient fonds for the sup- 
portvof the old institutions ; and as the Jewish cause, for 
many years, had been carried on with great success, 
exclusively by the Episcopal church, they thought it 
wouVi be more proper for that Society to adopt this ob- 
ject as a part of t^eir efforts to promote the conversion 
of the Jews. Accordingly I laid the subject before that 
Society, but they have not yet come to a determination 
on the subject, as will be seen by the following letter 
from Sir Thomas Baring : 

" Dear sir«-*I have delayed replying to your letter 
of the 5th, in the expectation that I might have had an 
opportunity of again bringing the subject of ypur pro- 
jected establishment, in America, for the employment 
of destitute Jews, under the consideration of the London 
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Soewtjr for 4lw CBmretmtm tit tbat fmim ; but af I «ee 
Qonr BO probabitky ofbeiaf «ibb to canry fyjmtnA »«MSr- 
som wfaidi, equity wkh you, I httro mueh a$ hoait, 
bolbre the tpiiag of next year, I era rtluoiaaily con- 
pflUed to ailow you to depart for America without aay 
better prospect for the realization of your wishea thaa 
the aaswanoe that, if it shall pieaae God to aipm» my 
life until Uie time when Sir George Ross mid the other 
leadn^ men^rs of the eommktee relom to LondoQ, I 
will not fail to advocate the cause to. the best of avy 
bamUe abilities. In the meantiiae I shall be happy to 
hear from you upon this and any other subject ceiUMcted 
with the temporal and i^ritual wel£Eure of your brethren- 
in the flesh, whose eternal salvatim I lave much at 
heaft ; and wishitig yoa every haj^ineas ia time and 
eternity, 

" I remain your sincere iriend, 

*^ Thomas Barino. 
" Sirattmi Park, Atig. 28, 1839." 

At a public meeting held at Liveipo<^ the foOowiag 
resolution was adopted : 

^ The present meeting having hstoned with de^p in- 
terest to the statements of the Rev. 0. F. Frey reflect- 
ing the origin, progress, and unparalleled success which 
has attended the eflbrts of Christians to promote Chris- 
tianity among the Jews, and to the reading of several 
documents from societies, missionaries, and other in- 
dividuals, both in Germany and in this country, respect- 
ing the insurmoantable difficulties in procuring employ- 
ment in connexion with ChristUm instruction to inquiring 
Jews, or such as have already made a profession ; and 
to veoommendatioiis to ^rm s^ Society in London to aid 
aneh persons in their emigration to join the Am^can 
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•ettlement for Jewkfa pvooelytas ; tkmrefinre, Resdhtrntf 
That this meetiog cordially approves of^ aad chaerfvUy 
joins in, this reoommendationy and sincerely hopes that 
such a society may be speedily formed." 

A similar resolution was adopted at a public meeting 
in Dublin. 

From this concise statement respecting the settle* 
ment, the reader will perceive that it is the unanimous 
OfHnion of the friends in Britain, and on the continent, 
that an asylum for Jewish proselytes is exceedingly 
desir^j>le, nay, absolutely necessary, to remove the in- 
surmountable obstacles in their way — that they most 
cordially approve of the proposed plan — that hundreds, 
nay, thousands of Jews may be expected willing to join 
the settlement — ^and that the means of paying their pas* 
sage will be provided as soon as the Board of the 
American Society for meliorating the condition of the 
Jews shall have declared themselves willing and ready 
to receive them. That the Board may be directed in 
their decision on this all-important subject is the great 
desire and fervent prayer of my heart. 

^16. Lest there should remain a doubt in the minds 
of any respecting the necessity and expediency of a 
settlement, I wiU add the testimony of a few only, on 
whose judgment implicit confidence may be placed. 

1. A letter, dated Warsaw, addressed to the late Rev. 
Charles Simeon, by the Rev. S. R. Maitland, Perpetual 
Curate of Christ church, Gloucester, who visited the 
different Missionary Stations in £urope; 

" Let me, therefore, without wasting time in explana* 
tions, which I trust are needless, express the strong con- 
viction which I feel that it is impossible practicaUy to 
separate the temporal and spiritual concerns of proseljrtes 

and inquirers^ as the line is now drawn, without defeat- 

L2 
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]B| 1^ veff ofajMl of te SoeMtgr, QV, f^ lewt, laiyii^^ A» 
gMKl^tt Bti—MMiy^ilogk in tk* iwAy ttf buowm wkach 
Imhuui sagaoity (or awfof uiMwe onfgiii) could sagfMit. 
It sounds very woU to taft of promoCttig onljr the jjniri* 
tml »tefeBt»of the Jeirs, but \ hsf« no howtition in 
saying that, construing that phrase as we eommoniy 
do, ^ is impiactioaUe y or, at lsast»liMit mne-tenths of 
what mi^t be dene lor the sjpiiitiial iaatroctiMi of the 
JewAy is adMAlly ptngventedby that ligid abaiiiMnce £nmi 
all that lo^s iikegimg lempovalassi&taaoeywhieh^ 
Society is i«i|oired to aMimain. 

^ I apoak very aamngly j kmi my wind ia d s ayly iM» 
presaed vr ilh aaany instanoes whieh I have aoen. Thei» 
is a proaeiyte wiiom I saw at ■onfrstatioiv'vnilh his wi^e, 
who is also tepttaed^ and his fire chfldia% thxiee of 
whom (tha othmss Mnf iflfanta) ase veoeinng Chris^an 
inatnictiaii. i beiioTe him l<» he a man of good abili- 
ties, aid heaxtily desirous to earn his btead if he eould 
posmfaly iaana how ; but Ids Jewish edneatien, thiHi|^it 
raised him to a fioet of some aonaideialion aiaoiig hia 
brethren, is now useleSsiand he is helpftsoo anddeatitate. 
WoMhl it be iniarious to tJob aause of religkin-«>would 
it impodb the pcomotiim of CJuristianity among the Jews 
in generai, or in the heavtsof those seToii individuals— 
nay, to go larther, would subacribers be in any Tory 
great danfer of wasting their money, if we had some 
imstdtution where enoh a man might be leoeived, and 
iaatnieted, until he was somewhat hmlt np in the Chris- 
tian faith, and had learaied Christian hahita, and a trade 
by which he might support himself and his lamily ? I 
niighi add many such cases, but^ in fact, they do not pre- 
cisely ioueh the point at which I aim. This man is 
baiptized, and we haTereasoai tobeheTethatheis a sin- 
cere Christian. The frienda of the Sacie^, therefore. 



^■■^^"^ii"'— "^"^■■•■"^■w   ■-■   ■■■■JP 



VUOtT I. l!n 

vdlliBel tbuiwiiwwH — ihoriwid to seek^ ntmitioii f«r 
kim, andtoptfe him tfaeir roc ammefldatiwi in oaseMjr 
akould h^ foQnd ; paid if he sluraldbe stmvtd iodioth in 
ike tmantimef w« may lu^ tiutt, as k regavdh wfaat is 
BMSt inpoitaa^ be is safo« Bat wlist I piiacipBUy ttiimx 
to is, th« situstioB of in^'riiig' Jews. As as instanee, 
allow maioiiiaiiliim the oas^of one wlioal met widi 
at aaotlwr stalioB. He was a very respectaUe loeiabg 
young maa, wha» situation fui«»hed htm with vm^ 
means of suj^sistaiice in his native town of Rossisn Po- 
landy when Mr. Morita visited tbe place. Be keaid of 
tlie aadssionary's proceedings tfanwgh odier Jews, Imt 
never visiled ham, AfVer, iM^wefner, Mr. Montz had gone 
to a town about omt hundred and My of on nutes dis* 
tsBt, he w^ote to him, and this led to a little eoirespon- 
denoe. He read those parts of ihe Old Testament which 
were pointed oat to hiia, and was thm led to investigaito 
the natter ; bat he never Tsmnred to get any Chrislsan 
book, nor to'Speak to say person on the subfect of Chru- 
iianity * At ieagl^ he becnse very uneasy, and anaiom 
to see Mr. Moritz : and having learned where he was 
8«i^posed to be, (though the distance was severed humdred 
mdes^) he deteimified to fenake his home and find him 
out. He did not venture to mdie known his purpose 
even to his wife ; and the reason which he assigned for 
this was, that his hrother^n-ktw, who had been baptized, 
had been afterward poisoned (as he bdiieved} by his 
owniather and mother. So learful was he of exciting 
suspicion, that he would not apply for a passprnt to any 
part of that kingdom, in which he hoped to find an in* 
stroctor ; but taking two hundred silver rubles, (about J&33 
6^ 8(2, English,) he set out in a totally different direc* 
tion, as if on business. I need not trace him through the 
circiiitous route whkh at length brought him to the place 
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of Ilia dMtiQatioa. There^when airired, he h«d m 
means of safely inquiring, exeept at the post-office ; but 
from that source he learned that he had set out cm a false 
report ; but they could give him no farther information 
respecting Mr. Moritz than that he was not, and had not 
been, in that city. This did not daunt him ; and learn- 
ing that there were missionaries in another part of the 
country, he set out forthwith on another expedition, which 
jffOTed equally fruitless; but still persevering, he at 
length found his way to one of our missionary stations, 
where I met with him, after he had thus wandered about 
sixteen hundred £ingUsh miles. Of course his means 
were exhausted ; • and indeed he had, very early in his 
journey, sent back a part of the money he had brought 
with him, under an impression that his family might need 
it, or that at least he might be reflected upon as having 
robbed them. Now, my dear sir, what could I say to 
him ? He did not profess to believe in Christ, or even 
have any clear idea of Christianity ; but only to be much 
disquieted in his mind, and dissatisfied with his own 
religion, and anxiously desirous for Christian instruction. 
After t^e pains which he had taken, I could not well 
doubt that he was in earnest, and I wish I could have 
said to him, (and I believe he would have heard me 
with gratitude and joy,) < Go to our institution ; you will 
find plainer food and harder work than you have been 
used to, but you will receive Christian instruction, and 
be taught some kind of handicraft, which, if it does not 
restore you to the easy circumstances which you have 
quitted, will enable you to gaiayour bread honestly when 
your course of instruction is finished.' But we have no 
institution, no asylum of any sort; and Christian love, 
anxious as it is for the spiritual welfare of the Jews, 
trembles at the idea of giving its bread, and its water. 
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aad lis 4«dk to ibMe men^of wfaoni ii kttovra Mt wktnoe 
Iftwy be, and who aflteroU may turn out hjpocrites. My 
dear sir, wkat conkl I say to this man ? What could 
our fiiead Mr. Hswtrey ymself hare said, if he had 
been th«pe as the repf esentative of the Society ? Goidd 
he have said more dian, ' Well, ray friend, we are truly 
thankful to see you thus giving up your home and aU its 
eomfiirts ; riakiag, nay, even enduing, the loes of all 
tUaga in the aeaidi for tnith. Such an earnest and 
disiaier oa ted, spirit of inquiry it is our great desire to 
promote among your nation. It is the very object of 
ow labours and the subject of oar prayers. We are 
WBitiag anzioDsly to meet it, and shall do all in our pow* 
cr to encoaiage and reward it. Do not, however, mistake 
me ; our Society can take no cognizance whatever of 
anyihing but your' spiritual wants. What we can do, 
however, we shall do most cheerfully ; and as it seems 
fsom your story that your only cheice is, to stay here 
and be starved to death, or to go home and be poisoned, 
I will take upon me to assure you, in the name of our 
Society, that, in case of yonr preferring the former alter- 
native, oar missioiuaries will sedulously impait Christian 
instnieticHi as long as you retain a capacity for receiving 
it ; and that, if you choose the latter, we will do full jus- 
tice to yoot eandid spirit of ioquiry, by an article in the 
' Jewish Expositor,' headed * Horrible cruelty exercised 
toward a Jew by his bre&ren.' * 

** My dear sir, I do not mean to trifle ;. but there are 
some grave absurdities which mock us till we sttip them. 
Seriously, what could I say to this man ? I felt that 
I could say, and I actually did say, nothing ; and 
whether he is now living there on private charity ; 
wheth^, overcome by recollections of his wife and 
children, he has gone home and been poisoned; whether, 
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as the pangs of himger have increased, lie liae listened 
to his brethren and done penance ; whether he has 
been tempted by distress to use dishonest means of sup- 
porting himself — which of these things has haf^ned 
(and I suppose one or other must) I know not ; but I 
do not thitik any one of them calcuhUed to promote 
Christianity among the Jews. 

" This is only one of many cases which might be 
adduced, and which are indeed cwttiauaUy occurring. 
Now, surely such aa institution as I would suggest 
makes no rery exorbitant demand on Christiau ohaii^^ 
and runs no very great risk of being abused. Let tlw 
task-master stand by and see that the carnal things are 
paid for by labour, and ' he that will not work, let him 
not eat.' This is just and right; and muUiiudes of 
Jews will kiss your hand if yon will bestow Cbristiaa 
instruction on these terms. Believe me, nay, you know 
it yourself, such an institution would hold out no in- 
ducement to the hypocrite. You have too mudh ae* 
quaintance with the manners and modes of life pecuHar 
to the Jews, to imagine that many of even the most des*- 
titute among them, would avail themselves of the offer^, 
and submit to be so disciplined, unless they had, at 
least, such a wish for Christian intercourse and instruc- 
tion as it is the very object of our Society to promote, 
and as no Christian would venture to repress. 

" But I must go farther, and state my conviction 
that, through the want of some such institution, a very 
great part of the labour of our missionaries is thrown 
away ; and though I will not venture to say that the 
transient impression which they may make is altogether 
without consequence or value ; yet I firmly believe that 
it frequently is transient and without effect, principally 
because there is no way of following up any impression 
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that may bave been made. The harvest truly is great, 
and the labourers are few : and when you reflect on the 
extent of country which it is the duty of the missionaries 
to visit, as they have opportunity, it will be obvious that 
they cannot go frequently to the same place, or stay 
long in it at one time. This is particularly the case in 
this country, so full of Jews, and in which travelling is 
altogether impracticable during so great a part of the 
year. Now suppose an impression is made by the first 
short visit, is it not too likely to be effaced in the long 
interval that must elapse before a second ? One of our 
mnsienaries told me that, on a late visit to a town about 
eighty English miles from his station, he was particu- 
larly interested by a Jew who listened with great seri- 
ousness to his preaching, and appeared to be much im- 
pressed by it. Before the missionary left the place, 
the Jew said, * I believe you are right-^— I do not know 
— I cannot prove it — but I feel as if it must be so, be- 
cause I feel that I need such a Saviour as you describe 
-Hi)Ut now you are going away, what shall I do to learn 
more ? I will follow you to • * * *.' * No,' said the 
missionary, ' you must not do that — ^you could not sup- 
port yourself there, and we have no means of helping 
you.'. Oh ! then,' said the Jew, clasping his hands 
with strong emotion, *you should not have come here ! — 
you should not have come here ! — ryou have disquiet- 
ed me very much, and I shall be distressed in all my 
business — ^you should not have come here !'* Another 
of our missionaries informs me that, when he and one 
of his brethren visited L., a young Jew became con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity. At length he openly 

* How much, dear reader, it is to be lamented that the mis- 
sionary could not send him and many others to the American settle- 
ment !— JFVey, 
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avowed his convidioiiy and mSonoti the mnmUkmeB 
that, before ha eame to tbeni, he had ^pfmi^ nol oaly 
with several Jews in &at pkce, hat with several oth«n 
in a neighbowdng town, to let ihem know his i^inioa 
on the subject ; and fbat on his representalioB they 
would be ready fo come fot insUuetion. Could the 
missionaries encoiurage them to do tbis ? Of course 
they felt that they could not take iq^n themselves the 
respionsibility of bringing these men from their homes, 
and from all means of support. 

'* To avoid, however^ being tedious, I will now just 
reci^itQlate the positive advantages which I thiiy^ may 
be expected from such an institution, some of which I 
tmst have appeared from what has already been said. 

** The benefits 1 apprehend are priacipally these 'r^ 
. " 1. That many Jews would ^bdfty obtain OloistiwA 
instruction if they had the prospect of obtaining a bare 
stdfsistenee whUe receiving it, who are deterred from 
nutkmg any appliasUon for it, because they know that 
any inSereaurse with Christians would probshly be fol- 
lowed by the loss of cdl means afsupp&rtii^ life^ How 
many snch persons there are of course the very dir- 
Gumstances of the case preehide us fjnom knowing ; but 
we have sufficient means of ascertaining that there are 
very many ; and every now and then we find them 
bie*king thn>ug^ all difficulties, as I have already 
shown by more ^an one instance, and more are Well 
known to you. In fact, since I began to write on this 
sheet of paper, two Jews have arrived from Russia, 
giving nottee that eighteen more are following. What 
is to be done with them 1 know not ; but 1 confess I 
am alarmed when I think of the responsibility we are 
taking upon us. By God's blessing we have kindled a 
spuit among the Jews which is now setting them in mo- 
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4ioii, and I grieve to tUalc thiit, slioiild these Rien come, 
our miseioMiriee^ afVe? fulfiHing their spiritual Amction, 
can only say, • Be ye warmed — be ye clothed,* and 
turn them into the street. I pray God that they may 
not ehake off the dii9t irom their feet aa a testimony 
against bs. I have, however, been rather led aside by 
this new occarrence; for my pm'pose is to speak of 
. those who art virtually excluded from spiritual instruct 
Hen by this system. These RusMans have broken 
Uirough all difficulties, but we are not to expect, even 
in every sincere inquirer, the faith and fortitude of a 
martyr. I am not speaking of those who fear to profess 
what they believe, and whose cowardice is sin, but of 
those who are afraid to inquire about that which they 
wisli to understand. Indeed, I may truly say, that the 
day of trial to a Jew is, not the day of his baptism, but 
t^ day when he makes up his mind to apply to the 
missionaries ; and if, during, the course of instruction, 
he is to be hourly exposed to all that love and hatred 
can do to turn him from his purpose, is it strange that 
h« should shrink from the trial, or fall under it ? I be- 
lieve I do not exaggerate when I say, that ten times as 
many Jews would come to our missionaries for instruc- 
tion^ if they knew that they could shelter themselves from 
their friends and their enemies during the experiment. 
Let me ask the prudent Christian whether it is from 
his knowledge of human nature in general, or judging 
only from the feelings of his own heart, that he expects 
every man who is sincere to be able to withstand the 
prospect of utter destitution, the persecution of his na- 
tion, and the seductions of affection ? Whether he 
supposes a Jew to be wholly insensible ; and if not, 
what right he has to appoint him this bitter trial, before 

he will vouchsafe to him even spiritual instruction ? 

M 
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I say nothing of stripes, and imprisonment, and excoift* 
mnnication ; I will not talk of the confiscation of his 
property — ^but why must the wretched man, brought up' 
with all the sensibilities of a chiki-like and warm* 
hearted nature, live day after day in the midst of his 
family, to mark every step of the progress by which 
tender and passionate love is changed into bitter and 
unrelenting hatred — why must he be always present to 
excite and to witness all the tears that must fall, all the 
alternations of passion, and grief, and tenderness that 
must take place, before the mother that bare him is 
wrought up to curse him, and cast him off, and his own 
little ones have learned to repeat the execration ? 

'* You know, my dear .sir, that I do not exaggerate 
the trial which many a Jew has had, and would have, to 
undergo ; and need I say that it is one to which no man 
bas a right to subject another ? Are we not binding 
on them a burden which neither we nor our fathers 
could have borne ? Have we a right even to require 
that a man should give up all means of procuring a live- 
lihood before he receives Christian instruction ? and 
can we wonder that the fear of starvation prevents 
many a man from inquiry? A missionary lately in- 
formed me that, at one of our stations, some years ago, 
ten Jews, chiefly teachers, came for a considerable time 
for inquiry and discussion. They seemed in earnest, 
yet gradually fell away and came no more. One of 
them, whom he met a short time afterward, said, ' When 
we had been with you we used to talk much among our- 
selves, and always came to this conclusion — Bread and 
water, and ChristianityJ But where to get bread and 
water, if they embraced Christianity, of course they 
knew not ; and at length they resolved to inquire no 
farther into a matter on which their judgments were al- 
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fendy convinced, and on which their consciences began 
to be uneasy. Very lately, however^ the same mis* 
sionary met one of these men, and reminded him of the 
subject which they used to discuss together. ' Yes/ 
he replied, ' but I cannot talk aboui that now ; I endea^ 
vour to keep it out of my thoughts, for it only troubles 
ne« If, in case of my embracing Christianity, 1 could 
get any employment by which 1 might earn two florins 
(about one shilling) a day, I should be content ; but as 
it is, I should lose all means of support — and there is no 
use of talking about it ; it only unsettles my mind, and 
makes me unhappy.' 

« I have^dwelt the longer on this point, because it is 
the most important. I will now very 'briefly state the 
other advantages which I should expect to arise from the 
institution, and which seem to be so obvious as to re* 
quire only to be mentioned. 

" 2. In such a i^ace of security a Jew could more 
calmly reflect on the inetmcticm which he reoeivea- 
Suppose (though it is obvious how improbable it is) that 
a missionary could devote an hour every day to his in- 
struction, how much of the eflect is likely to be lost if 
the rest of the day is to be passed in listening to the 
sophistry of his brethren, and he is to return each time 
to his instructor fresh charged with new doubts, and 
difficulties, and cavils, until his head is puzzled and his 
time wasted, with carrying backward and forward, be- 
tween the missionary and, the Rabbi, a load of Talmu* 
dical rubbish, which he never pretended to understand 
himself ! 

*' 3. The advantage which it would aflbrd the mis- 
sionaries is unspeakable. Not only would it gather the 
learners round them, and enable them to instruct all of 
them at once ; but, being always at hand, they would bo 
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Me to give them ' line upon lioey and preeept upon pre- 
cept*' Tbey could do this at any and at all times, with 
^e variety which circanutaiicee wot^ suggest ; and, 
/iKNreover, with such a knowledge of individual character 
as it is possible for theoi to obtain under present cir« 
eumstances. 

*^4. Inquirers thus living together would have the 
advantage of association among themselves^ which I 
apprehend would be no small benefit. But a beneMi 
incalculably greater would be their thus beeoming a 
part of a Christian family — ^having family prayers in ^d 
morning and evening, and thus being provided wiih 
means of grace, of which they are how, of course, wholly 
destitute. This indeed is a drcumstance which strongly 
impresses the Jews, who have a very low idea of the 
state of religion among Christians. A respectable Jew, 
who was passing through this phMW a week ago, wsb 
brought by a Jew who knows tine missionaries^ (and 
who, by the way, acts almost as a sort of missionary 
among his bretl»«ii, having been for several years con* 
vinced, but afraid to declare himself, lest he should be 
starved,*) to the service at the Missmiary House. He 

* It oecuirs to nM that ift may be s&%«d,. ** Wby catinot a Jew 
gain bis broad after h# has becwne a CkriatMn in tke same way 
that he did before V* The auawer ia, that many, ef them have had 
means of subsistence which,, from the very nature of things, must 
cease on their becoming Christians. One, perhaps, has been a 
singer in the synagc^ue ; another, a teacher of the Talmud ; a third, 
a slaughterer, (which, from the TalmUi3ical teaming and precision 
which are required, ia leck^Mied anuNig t^e learned professions ;) a 
fourth, a roarchalik, (whose business is to attend festive meeimge^ 
particularly weddings, and noake sport for the ooa^pany ;) a fifth, a 
circumciser ; a sixth. Cone of the class likely to furnish the greatest 
number of proselytes,) a student of the Talmud, and so on. How 
are such persons to gain an hone&t livelihood when they become 
Chnetiimer 
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Seemed much surprised, and when it was over came 
up to one of the missionaries, and said, * Do yon say 
grace loo V • Yes.' * Indeed !' And his wonder was 
redoubled. Besides this, however, the benefit of Chris- 
tian domestication is obvious to all who have any ac* 
<quaintance with the education and habits of the Jews. 

" 5. Such an institution would form a test of sincerity. 
Those who come from mere curiosity, or to show- their 
learning, will not submit to such a course of regular 
work and domestic discipline. 

^ 6. Among the persons admitted, it is almost certain 
that some would be found capable of teaching their 
brethren, and thus' the institution would become a most 
valuable seminary for catechists and assistant mission- 
aries. How desirable it is to obtain such agents I need 
not say ; yet how to obtain m§n whom we can trust, 
until we have some such means of studying their cha- 
racter, it is not easy to say." 

^17. To add any remarks of my own on this all- 
important' communication I consider not only needless, 
but may even weaken the all-powerful conviction it is 
calculated to produce, in the minds and feelings of every 
reader, of the necessity and expediency of an institu- . 
tion like that proposed by the American Society. To 
describe my own feelings while copying it is utterly 
impossible, except in the words of Jeremiah, " Is there 
no balm in Gilead ? is there no physician there ? 
Why, then, is not the health of the daughter of my 
people recovered? Oh that my head were waters, 
and my eyes a fountain t)f tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
people !'* 

I shall add, 

2. A few extracts from the journals of missionaries 

M2 
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nader the patronage of the London Society for pro- 
noting Christianity among the Jews. 

Theeditora ofthe " Jewish Intelligence" of Oct., 1837, 
say, " We earnestly reooffimend the following jooraal 
of the Rev. S. Farman, missionary at CoDstantino[de, 
to the careful consideration of our readers. It is indeed 
most afiecting to read Mr. Farman's remarks on the 
difficulties which a missionary has to enootmter. * There 
are yet other difficulties,' says he^ ' which ought to be 
mentioned, in order that the Society may form a right 
judgment of this station ; and adopt, if possible, their 
plans to its wants. The first question that arises on 
this head is, What is Isaac to do after baptism ? He 
was formerly cashier to a Jewish banker. Ho is not, 
however, beneath taking any kind of employment. 
Speaking to him to-day on the subject, he said he was 
willing to do anything, or go anywhere, provided it 
would not endanger his advance in Christian knowledge, 
and would not deprive him of the means of grace. But 
the difficulty is to find him anything at all to do< Beings 
of course, cut off from his Jewish connexions, it would 
i^ppear almost impossible for himself to meet with em- 
ployment. Were it even possible to get him engaged 
with an]^ Protestant, I should still be very unwilling for 
him to accept it, as the generality of them are literaUy 
what the Turks term us, '* Deensiz,'' (without religion.) 
I would rather he should go to a native than to such 
Protestant, as he would know what to expect from them, 
and arm himself accordingly. I would not myself urge 
this consideration against his baptism ; but the Society 
must be made acquainted with the fact, that, ailer bap- 
tism, he will be dependent upon their charity for a time. 
For it would be far better, not to baptize him, than, 
after baptism, to send him on the wide world, like, 
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a!«8 ! too Biaiiy who kave tkns made shipwreck of die 
faiA.' " 

^ 18. Speaking of Mr. Jacob H.» he eaith, *< If I can 
beliere him, he has a great love for the Protestant reli* 
gtODi and said, ' Gofild you only send rae to some Protest 
tant cottotry, where I could be baptized and enjoy the 
Protestant form of worship, I would not miad beggiag 
my bread eren for my «a[4N>rt. Send me to Mahar**- 
•end me to Gorla — or send me to England or Fraooey 
if I oan but be' English, (». 0., a Prolestant,) I am content 
to undergo any hardsh^!' Telling him that, if he 
love Jeeus Christ in sincerity, he should be willing to 
suffer persecution even unto death, he replied, ' Yes, it 
would be nothing to have my head cut off, but the idea 
of the Bugnio — ^to be confined there perhaps for life^ 
undergoing atich and such things ! Death I could en«> 
dure — but not the Bagnio — for the love of Christ !' He 
seemed to be earnest and sincere in his professions. 
His great desire seemed to be to get to some place 
where he might live end die English, (i\ «., a Christian,) 
and escape out of the hands of the Turks, into whose 
power he was afraid again to be delivered by the Jews, 
should it become known that his latent attachment to 
Christianity was about rekindling by his acquaintance 
with me. I, of course, had to tell him I could do no- 
thing — absolutely nothing — ^for him ; but that if he could 
come, and read and pray with me, and get better ac^ 
qoainted with Christianity, I should be moat happy to 
devole my time to his spiritual improvement. More than 
this I could not pronuse. Among other things, during 
our conversation, he observed, that it was utteriy in^ 
possible for him to be baptized at Constantinople, for 
fear of the terrible results. * This will nev^ do,' he 
exdaimed more than once. He had too aeverely felt 
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the consequences, poor Jew ! This poor Israelite's tale 
is perhaps the sad story of many a one , who spend their 
time in deploring the untoward circumstances of the 
country in which they live. And what a sad reflection, 
that many have thus for years lived, and thns hare at 
last died ! O that I knew what to do with such — that 
I knew what to do with such, in order to bring them 
into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, before the 
unseen and eternal world opens with all its everlasting 
realities before them ! At present Tknow not what t6 
do with these two promising descendants of Israel. It 
is not improbable that it may be the last time they will 
hear the Gospel's sound ; as the persecuting spirit of 
their brethren will be quite sufficient to intimidate them, 
and, consequently, prevent their again attending." Dear 
reader, how important that the proposed American set- 
tlement should be brought into activity ! Then the dear 
brother Farman, and all the other missionaries, would 
no longer be at a loss what to do with such sincere in* 
quirers after truth. Arrangements might be made to 
send such persons to America from every part of 
Europe and Asia, without much expense. Many a pious 
merchant or captain would gladly take two or three of 
these poor creatures for little or no remuneration at 

all. 

§ 19. A few days after we read in Mr. Farman's 
journal thus : " The Jew mentioned on the 9th did 
not make his appearance, nor did his companion. The 
fear of the Jews doubtless kept them back. Indeed 
this is not greatly to be wondered at, when we consider 
the dire consequences which would assuredly befall 
them should they be discovered. They having felt 
them too, in a degree, renders them more wary in what 
they do. Who can but deplore this sad state of things^ 
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and pray the Lord of the harvest to show us how to act 
UQder such distressiBg circunistances ?" 

On the 18th o( May he writes thus : <* Philip came. 
He acquainted me that, having made inquiries con- 
cerning Jacob H , the Jew mentioned last week, h^ 

had found that his account of himself proved to be true, 
by what^e had to-day heard, which is, in a few words, 
as follows : This H was one day in conversa- 

tion with other Jews, to whom he happened to say, 
' The Messiah is already come, and we are lost !' 
How he could have uttered this in the presence of 
Jews I cannot conjecture. However, this was imme- 
diately laid hold of by the hearers, and was, conse** 

quently, as quickly carried to the Chief Rabbi. H 

was seized and brought before him, and there interro* 
gated as*lo what he had said. He denied having made 
any soch observation. However, the witnesses having 
deposed to the truth of their accusation, he was thrown 
into the Jewish prison, (rather mad-house,) and there 
sadly maltreated* He was now questioned as to his 
advisers and teachers ; and, being worn out by bis suf- 
ferings, he confessed that John the Evangelist was his 
teacher. H waa afterward delivered into the 

hands o( the Turks, and therefore found, at any rate, 
a release from great corporal punishment. He after^ 
ward got his liberty, by denying any attachment to 
Chnstiaaity." Deplorable condition indeed ! Lord 
have mercy on the poor scattered and persecuted Jews, 
and let the obstacles in their way be speedily removed, 
that they may no longer be either ashamed or afraid to 
acknowledge Jesus as the Christ the Son of God. 

^ 20. May 23. — Speaking of another Jew, he says, 
^ He has read some Hebrew tracts, and has made him- 
self thoroughly acquainted with the prophecies, and 



142 naerXtivx. 

ako with a. little of the New Testament. His onlf 
object, he affirmed, in coming to me was the concern he 
felt for the salvation of his soul : being fully convinced 
that the Messiah was come, and that, consequently, 
there was no salvation to be found in the Jewish futh. 
Though ho well knew them, still I thought it my duty 
to set before him all the difficulties of his case. This 
Israelite is a * I^ayah,' and therefore exposed to the 
full vengeance of the synagogue. The next thing was, 
therefore, to consider what was to be done. Though I 
have often thought of these things, and again ^anxiou^y 
reconsidered them to-day, still I came to my former 
conclusion, that the difficulties were so great, and of 
such a nature, that I know not what to do." O that 
I had authority to t»ay, send them to America. 

May the 29th he writes thus : '* The Jew mentioned 
on the 23d came. While reading with him, my ser- 
vant came and told me that the other native inqmier 
was come. No sooner did the one with me hear this, 
than he begged of me to send him away, till himself 
had finished and was gone. I was consequently obUged 
to yield to his request. Such, you see, is the fear of 
the Jews. Inquirers cannot even trust to their fellow* 
inquirers. No one can wonder at this, when it is remem- 
bered what these poor Jews have to suffer, if once 
within the walls of the Jewish prison, called the mad- 
house. Indeed I have been inclined to liken this place 
to the inquisition. Those of the inquirers whom I 
know, seem to have as great a horror of the former as 
many among ourselves had formerly of the latter. It 
is true, they fear the Bagnio, but they appear to dread 
almost instinctively the mad-house." 

^ 21. June 7. — Mr. Farman writes, " the Jew men- 
tioned on the 23d came for instruction ; and, speaking of 
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liu baptism, the Jew said, < Why should you delay it ? 
Do you think I am not sincere in wishing to embrace 
Christianity? My onlylnotive is to become a true 
Christian. Why, in coming here to receive instruction, 
should I now be daily hazarding almost my life ? No ; 
I am really sincere : and besides, (a thing which hurts 
me much,; I am, as I am now situated, obliged to go 
to the synagogue, and unite in the prslj^ers and services 
of the Jews, which I am persuaded are false. I come 
here to profess Christian principles — I go to the syna* 
gogue, and confess Judaism is true. Am I, during all 
the time of my receiving instruction, to be like a hypo- 
crite V ' I leave this matter," says Mr. Farman, " as it 
stands, for the Society's consideration, only observing, 
that it cut me to the quick, because I actually can do 
nothing for him. I have not the pecuniary means. I 
feel I have already gone far beyond my own means. 
Before leaving me, the poor Jew said he would get by 
heart some of our Church <|^ England prayers, so that 
he might repeat them in the synagogue. I felt so per- 
plexed at this truly pitiable case, that I could give him 
no answer. May God Almighty direct us \ for direc- 
tion I do indeed need." 

$ 22. In the "Jewish Intelligence " of January, 1838, 
the editor remarks thus : 

" Mr. Farman's journals have become exceedingly 
interesting and important, in presenting to our view the 
difficulties which Jewish inquirers have to encounter in 
the Turkish dominions, and in calling the minds of the 
friends of Israel to the consideration of the means 
whereby those difficulties are to be overcome. 

" Observations. — '^ In forwarding to you extracts 

from my journal, I have to lament the many hindrances 

' and obstacles which have arisen to impede the work of 
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the eFangelisaUoii of the Jew» ia this cit3r. I do not in* 
tend to intim^to that these polkioal restrictions are new ; 
no, for I have had to refer to them in almost all my 
oomraunicatione from the commeBcement of this mis^ 
sion, and have imi^oredy time after time, the aseistanee 
of the committee totrard a plain of operations, by 
which, in my opinion, such restrictions might be re- 
moved, at least m a degree. Though not new, etiil I 
was in hopes they were in a somewhat dornHint state ; 
but circttrastances of not more, perhaps, than six weeks 
date have prored that they can be brought into vigo- 
rous action ; that the sword of the law ean be wielded 
by the Jews with the Intterest acrimony and cruelty, 
which they term " zeal for God," but we " zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge " These circumstances 
have thrown such obstacles in the way of missionary 
exertions among Abraham's descendants here, as will 
not be easily removed ; for they have become so afraid 
of being at all suspected of amy the least desire of 
learning the tenets of Christianity, that it is with diffi- 
culty one can hold converse with them. I am no ad- 
vocate for over-prudential modes of carrying on mis- 
sionary operations ; but at the same time I must say, I 
do not well know what to do under such circumstances ; 
for to expose inquirers to such torments as those the Jew , 
A. had to undergo, without any the least fNrospect of the 
smallest good arising from it, sbems to me not right. 
Gould they but have time sufficieni? for proper instruc- 
tion, by which to be well grounded in our most holy 
faith, then, indeed, I should make very little account, 
comparatively speaking, of that authority, bought of the 
Turkish government, which the synagogue possesses. 
On the contrary, I am inclined to think that the patient 
suffering of some who have had time and opportunity 
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to learn, know, and experience what true Christianity 
M— of some who, having felt the love of Christ, are 
prepared to brave any kind of persecution, nay, death 
itself, if it should please God, from love to the cracified 
Nazarene ; — I say, I firmly believe — and this I do from 
the experience of all ages of the Church — ^that such 
firmness, under such circumstances, would prove to be 
the seed of the Church among the 7ews in this city. 
But, alas ! as I said before, present circumstances do 
not allow them either time or opportunity of "thus 
learning Christ," of being thus settled :iipon this Rock 
of Ages-— of being grounded and rooted in love. It 
WiH be easily perceived, therefore, that when an inqui* 
rer, who has received (if I may so say) only a few les- 
sons in Christianity, is put to the torture, it is no marvel 
Aat he should deny Christ — that he should deny that 
of which he has not had time to be acquainted scarcely 
with the first rudiments, lliis, then, I do consider the 
great obstacle to missionary exertions among the Jews 
in this place. It is not to be supposed for a moment 
ihat the hindrance itself will be removed. Present 
appearances do not allow of such a supposition. But, 
then, the effects of it may, in a degree, be counteracted 
by that line of operations to which I have had so fre- 
quently to advert. It will cost something, it is true ; 
but ought good Christians to reckon up the cost, when 
the question is concerning the affording opportunity to 
so many Israelitish inquirers of obtaining the knowledge 
of that which is able to save their souls ? *' I trow not." 
A person, to obtain the pearl of great price himself, 
wiO wiffingly sell all he possesses ; and so» naethinks, 
those who have already been so blessed as to find this 
treasure, will part with a little to ftveilitate the way to- 

ward Israel's finding it. The case appears to me so 

N 
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plain that nothing can exceed mj astonishment and re* 
gret at not learning that something has been d<me and 
detennined upon in the way abore alluded to.' " 

Dear reader, attend but once more to Mr. Farmaii's 
relation o( another most interesting case of a poor Jew. 

§ 23. " I have been kept back from instructing him 
(the Jew A.) by not having received an answer from 
home to my questions respecting him, (how is he to be 
supported ?) I therefore told him to-day that I did not 
know what to do, as it would be impossible for me to 
procure him employment after baptism, and that I could 
not support him* I would again conjure you to take our 
wants into consideration, for they are pressing. Unless 
the friends of Israel wish to see promising inquirerSf 
and promising converts too, fall short of their es^cta- 
tions, they will come forward and help us. I may be 
told, ' Why, surely we have done our duty in sending 
you out to preach the Gospel to them.' What ! done 
one's duty in merely declaring Christ to these outcast 
inquirer!^, and then suffering them to perish of want, 
thus driving them back to the synagogue, to perish, body 
and soul in hell ? Surely we have not done our duty 
till we have done all in our power to prevent such aw- 
ful and tremendously terrific consequences. The i^os- 
tles did not think they had done their duty when they 
had preached the Gospel, but afforded to the converts 
tomporal relief also. In fact, experience says, that con* 
verts cannot be maintained and kept in their holy faith, 
unless attention be paid to this principle of the aposto- 
lic age." Mr. Farman proceeds to state that Mr. A«, 
having divulged to a person witli whom he lodged the 
secret of his attending to Christian instructions, was 
betrayed to the Jews. The result was, " He now lies 
confined in chains in the Jewish mad-house, there left. 
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any means of rescue, to deny Christ ! and to 
Uaspbeme that holy name ! Poor Jew ! Would to 
•God I could help him. Alas! the wish is in yain. 
What this inquirer so much feared has come upon him. 
By a little assistance from home, all this, as well as the 
sad consequences which will certainly result to* impede 
v^ unisionaiy proceedings, all this, I repeat, might have 
been aroided. Christians of England, heed I make any 
refections upon the Israelite's case ? I need not — I 
caMiol--farther than this, that we stand self-condemned 
for lukewannness and negligence. Any assistance for 
A. hims^ is now in vain. Once within the precincts 
of this Jewish inquisition, all attempts to recover are in 
vain. May God help, seeing roan cannot/' or will not 
^ 24. In Sept. 17th, he writes thus : " Philip says, 
and I hcdioTe his information is correct, that the other 
native Jew, whom I have before mentioned as becoming 
a Mohammedan, took this step in order to save himself 
liom a fate similar to that of the Jew A. The Jews 
were machinating against him, of which, being by some 
meims aware, he saved himself by embracing Islamism ! 
Siieh is the unhappy result of my connexion with these 
two Rayah inquirers ! Does not this show thd absolute 
neeessily of determining upon some means by which 
A» effects of the existing political obstructions may be 
eoonleracted ? 

" Sept. 23.-— Philip informs me that A. has been com- 
pettsdi frmn his eomjidicated sufferings, to confess his 
crime of having been receiving instruction in Christi- 
anity. He likewise tells me that, one day during the 
pnei week, he was conducted, rather dead than alive, 
and led through the streets with the iron collar round 
Ui neck, before the chief Rabbi. The Jews have also 
cempMed him to divorce his wife. They think 
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unworthy, I suppose, to bo coBiiectod with their bodf 
in way way. His poof wife did not wish to be 8e|«^ 
rated from her husband ; but, notwithstanding hef btaM« 
tears and earnest entreaties, they haTO effeiHed ibe 
divorce. It is now reported that the Jew himself is to 
be sent into exile to Salonica. The young Jew, whom 
I call Nistin, of Ortak<>y, has, together with his f«JBsily» 
also been exiled to some village here, with the eoEprese 
injuncticm not to set foot in Ortakoy. Having a "Emfh 
pean passpcHt, the Jews coidd not put faun into pisMo, 
as tfa^ much wished. Thus it will be perc^Tod thiA 
the Jews arid carrying things with a lugh hand. They 
-show that they have indeed a zeal for God, but| aiasi 
it is not according to knowiedge ! May God hare j^l^ 
upon this his poor people, and turn their h^^ts to.him- 
%e]£, that so their enthusiasm may be acc<Mrding to the 
vtntthi 

*' During the week, Philip, acoor^&og to my wish^ 
went to see a person who^ it was thought, was desifona 
of embracing Christianity ; but, alas ! this Jew aaya he 
has no passport, and consequently, for fear of ibe Jewsi 
he cannot think of it ! This fear has become so great, 
that no Jew can even hold conrevse W3& us without 
being suspected by his brethren. They have gone even 
farther, in insulting Philip and Giovanni in the stieets, 
so that with difficulty it is that they can be seen in those 
places where many Jews are to be fiwmd. As they 
cannot put these into prEson, they annoy them as muc^ 
as they can. 

^ From what I have said in this, as w^ ks in previous 
lettevs, you will easily percdve oar wants and diaHessss^ 
and llie remedies to be applied.'^ 

'^ 25. Nor is the case of the poor inquiring/ or even 
baptiaed, Jews imy better in Eunqpe* This has already 
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h%Ka. nkofwik n^ lb* MAidaad's letter^ pubUshed some 
yeais «c^ and inMVtad ia.the piecediiig pages, nor has 
lute made any chvige for the better. Mr. Bergfeldt^ a 
nuaeionary at Kooigaberg, relates the following oiicum* 
stance: 

'* About the middle of last month a young Polish Je w» 
who had been repeatedly with me» told me that he waa 
tired of the study of the Talmud, and had learned to see 
that all the rabbinical doctrines wejre the invention of 
men, with which he could not be satisfied any longer. 
He then begged of me to "take him under protection 
against the Jews, instruct him in the Christian religion, 
and put him into the way of getting forward in general 
knowledge. I stated to him the inaportance of the step 
he was going to take, and the difficulties he would have 
to encounter in this way ; but he remained firm in his 
resolution. As he had a little property, wbich he in- 
trusted to me, I got him a lodging yrith a pious family, 
and began immediately to instruct ^aa. Thus I had an 
opportunity, for nearly three weeks, to represent to him 
the saving knowledge of the Christian religion ; and, 
besides, he read almost the whole of the day in the New 
Testament, and other Christian books. I had every 
reason to be satisfied with him, and the family too, where 
he lodged, gave him a good testimony. His disappear* 
ing, however, among the Jews made a great stir ; and 
al^ough he never appeared in the street, and other 
precautions had been taken that his lodging should not 
be known to the Jews, they soon found out that I had 
taken care of him, and at last they spied out his lodging 
too. Every day the Jews that came to me inquired 
after him ; but in general they gave him a very good 
character — that he was of a very respectable family, and 

well instructed in rabbinical knowledge. They all were. 

N2 
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<tf ofiinum that be was baptiead alroadf, 
I ooiitradiot0d ; but it gave loe many oppavtnaliee to 
Mcplaiii to ^em the real grounds on wfaic^b alone a Jmrn- 
may be lawAiUy biased, and what instruction asudpio* 
bation must precede it Thus I seemed to hope everjr- 
thing would end well. The young lew had Ite some 
time had nsits from Jewish acquaintances, and resisted 
their aDurements and threats ; and it was expected that 
he would soon give up his ^retirement and come to me* 
for instruction, instead of my going to him, as I had 
hitherto done. But the heaviest attack was still behind. 
The Jews had lost no time in informing the AMher that 
his son had been baptized. He therefore set out, and 
came these several hundred miles iu the greatest haste^ 
to rescue his son, if possible. The first interview was 
truly affecting ; neither of them could speak much. 
The father had, however, some consolation in seeing 
his son still in the Jewish dress, and hearing that be 
was not baptized yet. He repeated his visit the same 
day, and told his son that he would not by force pre* 
vent him from proceeding in the Course he had entered 
upon, only he should not do it in this place, where so 
many Jews continually come who know him and all the 
family. He begged of him that he would accompany 
him home again, and having stayed there a little time» 
he should then be at liberty to go to another place in 
pursuance of his plan ; so much obedience he owed to 
him as his son. He did not promise his father anything 
without having consulted with me first. But what could 
I do in this case ? I told the young man that his own 
soul was concerned, he should pray to the Lord ear- 
nestly to direct him in what he is to do, and what way 
to go ; that if he believed in Christ from the heart, and 
was convinced that there is no salvation except in him. 
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he of eoorse most oonfess ktm before men, but Uiat 
eaehoonfeeexm was Bot exactlynecessary m this pisce. 
He must not, howerer, expect to enter the kingdom of 
Heftveii anywh^pe -mdiout dilfietdty, &e. When he 
Tiaited me again a lew daya ago, he seemed almost re- 
a^red to accompany his father home, bot assured me 
that the instructions I had given him shoidd not be lost 
vepon him ; that he saw clearly, from the Bible, that the 
Messiah was oomein Christ Jesus, and that he certainly* 
hoped what he had begun would be accomplished,^hough 
he might not be permitted to do it h^re in Kdnigsberg. 
He also assured me that he would take the New Tes- 
tament and other little books ¥rith him ; and I endea* 
voured to impress his mind with &e solemn tru^ of 
the BiUe respecting our salvation, to the last moment. 
It was indeed not without heartfelt sonbw that I parted 
from this nice young man. 

'* Another Jew declared that he had no business here 
in town this time, but had come merely for the purpose 
of being baptized. He looked respectable, and was 
rather better educated in general knowledge than most 
of the Russian Jews. But he said, as his transition to 
Ghristianity must be a secret to the Jews, he would 
thereby be deprived of the means of his support during 
the time of his instruction, and consequently gave me 
to understand plainly enough that he expected it from 
me. Now, if I had been able to observe that a real 
work of grace was begun in his heart, I might, perhaps, 
have found it possible to procure the necessary main- 
tenance for him during the time of his instruction. But 
as this was not the case, and his applying for baptism 
seemed rather to be the effect of discontent with Juda- 
ism, I did not feel myself at liberty to engage with him, 
but tbid him that he should remain a Jew till he had 
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mftde himMlf better acquainted with the priaoiplee of 
the Chii8tia& religion, and thus come to the conviction, 
that be must embrace the faith of Christ if he would 
save his souL Thus, after having entreated me again 
and again that I would receive him as a candidate for 
baptism, he went away. I know well enough that, 
acting in this manner, we do not all that we ought to 
do as Christians, and, to say the least, do not afford to 
the Jews full opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
the truths of the Gospel, and giving them a trial, if they 
will receive them, with the heart, or rather make a 
trial with them to see if the Spirit of God will work 
upon their hearts under the instruction given to them, 
and thus being prepared, profess Christ as their Saviour. 
But as matters stand at present, and no provision is 
made for entering upon such a trial, I do not knoii^ 
how to act otherwise than I acted in this case, and in 
many similar cases. 

^ 26. " This evening Isaac M. came to me. He is a 
native of Wilna, and w^l instructed in Talmudical 
learning. He told me that he had never before been 
in Prussia, but that he had received a Hebrew New 
Testament, and the tracts Nos. 8 and 9, from a Jew in 
Wilna, who had brought them from Konigsberg. He 
was thereby led to examine into the truths of the 
Christian religion, and was satisfied that the Messiah 
was come in the person of Jesua Christ, and was, there- 
fore, come here to be farther iostructed and baptized. 
I found him pretty well acquainted with the New Tes- 
tament, and the difference between the. Jewish and 
Christian religion, and, as far as I can judge, he is a 
sincere and well-meamng Israelite. But, Hke almost 
all the scholars and teachers of the Talmud, he is poor, 
and in want of everything. And as he is about twenty-i 
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•eraa years old, aad, by much reading, shoit-8ighted» 
he ie unfit to learn a trade, and, conaeqoently, bis pros* 
pect of iiiture enbsietence Tcary dark. But wbat shall I 
do ? For one or the other reason I have sent so many 
away already this year, who applied for baptism ; and 
shall I send this one again, who, in all other respects, 
seems indeed very promising, except that he will want 
consideiaUe assistance ? By the help of God, I will 
try to do what I can to him and for him. 

^* Nonr. 20i-^I. M. has come to me, since his arrival 
here, more than once every day. We have read toge- 
dksr in dm Old and New Testament, and I pointed out 
to him, ak much as possible, the proofs concerning the 
Messtdiship of Jesus, and represented to him what is 
necessary on our part to become personally interested 
in his salTBition. I hare seen no reason to change nqr 
opii^on oi him ; on the contrary, I seemed to see mom 
and more diat he is a sincere character, and the Spirit 
of God working in his heart. But as I could not lodge 
him myself, nor point out to him a lodging in a Chris- 
tian family immediately when he came here, he was 
obl^^ to go to an inn where other Jews lodge. His 
sentiments and intentions were soon known to them, 
and this brought him not only into present troubles, 
but threatened to prepare still greater ones for him. 
Some Jews from the same place with him have declared 
that they will immediately write to his father, inform- 
ing him of the steps of his son ; which, no doubt, will 
bring him here without delay. M. honestly confessed 
he ^ould not mind it so much, if he was already more 
settled and strengthened in the faith ; but as he is but a 
beginner, he is afraid that the temptation might be too 
great foft him, and prove dangerous. He thevdfore 
aSied me if he could not go to Berlin, where hp would 
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be able to pursue his olijeet witbout being observed 
and watched by the Jews. I must say that I have 
always serious objectiotts to a Jew travelliagfrora place 
to place, but in this case I could not say mndi against 
it. Consequently, I gave him a line of introduction 
to the Rev. Mr. Kuntze, and recommended him to the 
Lord of our salvation, praying that he may reveal hie 
love and mercy to him more fidly, and thereby draw him 
to himself entirely.'' 

In the month of May last, while at Berlin, I became 
peiBonally acquainted with this most interesliag Rabbi, 
but am sorry to say, that, after having been under the 
care of the Jewish Society, they were obliged to with- 
hold from him any farther support^ not being able to 
£nd suitable emfdoyment for him. Oh ! how gladly 
would I have taken him with me to Amecica, and at 
least Bhy more who wished to accompany me, had the 
settlement been actually established and ready to Te* 
ceive them. O Lord, hasten it for thy name's sake. . 

^ 27. I will close with a short extract from die jour- 
nal of the Rev. F. G. Ewald, missionary at Tunis. 
" With the five young Jews whmn I had for instrue- 
txm, I had great trouble and anxiety. One of thei% 
who was so cruelly attacked and ill-treated by his rela- 
tives, whMi they discovered that he wished to become 
a Christian, that he fainted on the spol;, fell ^ick, and 
lingered till a few days ago, when he died. Another 
has been quite removed from here ; a third is yet here ; 
the fourth does not come near me ; Elkan mily has re* 
mained faithful ; as socm as he is baptised I shall send 
him to London ; for it will be inqpossibk lor him to x^ 
main here." Alas ! what is the poor baptized Jow to do 
in London ? Will he meet here with circumstances 
more advantageous to his teiiq>oral soppoct ? CertaijoSy 



not. For alihongh the SocieQr has had nearly ^0,000 
income dming the last year, yet not a penny dare they 
^wnd to su{>ply the temporal wants of the po<Mr inqai« 
ring, or ahready baptized, Jew. Nor will he meet with 
orach more eneouragement from the Operative Institu- 
tion, as appears fixHn the many promising i^iplicants 
which hare been refnsed admission. To be suppearted 
by a few friends for some time, tiU he is baptuied, and 
then to give him a certificate of his baptism, and a box 
of goods to the value of five or six pounds, and send 
him out into the wide and wicked world to get his live- 
lihoodt is only to expose him to temptaticms, want, and 
misery, and to throw upon the Christian public, and es- 
pecially <m the ministers of the Gospel, another heavy 
harden, of which they have already so much and so 
justly complained. Less eiqiense would carry him to 
this country, where he could be furnished with employ- 
ment, as well as with Christian instruction, if the Society 
were to do its duty. 

^ 28. The following letters are from one who has 
had much to do with the cause of the Jews in Lon- 
don: 

*^ Rev. and dsar sir — The bearer of this note, J. F., 
is a Jew, whom I believe to be seeking after the truth, 
as it is in Jesus. I am afraid that, unless some Christian 
friend takes this young man by the hand, he will be 
compelled to return to Jewish darkness and supersti- 
tion for the want of employment. You will find him a 
very interesting person, and much improved since he 
had visited the Mission-house. But we are compelled 
to say, * Depart in peace, be ye wanned and filled, not- 
withstanding we give them not the things which are 
needful for the body.' 

" Yours truly,'* 
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" Rsir. AND i>SAR ^fR-^I Mdid JOS ssMUliNir ^(««ndeniig 
Israelite, seeking for eiBployment as a akcmBftkiv^ l«i 
finding none. He is anximie to emlpfaee. hmvmmiii^ 
only hope of aalratioa ; bm there are ao mwum i»r kii 
support during kistrQetiAi. He hfte^^visifeeA^Hi JMNusii- 
house for some weeks, and has lieeii ^Nftyr 4iUge»« im 
reading the Word of Ck)d. The more f read and «es« 
sider the * Circular ' r^eefiftgi^r AnMiean seldeiaettt 
for Jewish prosetytes, the more I rej^ee, becaui^ i 
think it win remove the greatest 8taaGildiiig4>lock wla^ii 
prevents hundreds of Jews from ettribtadnf JetMor, ^kt0 
onfy way, ^e trtA, and^ th^ life. I do mr tipatk m 
random ; for after more than twenty yeufs'^eiqperienee^ f 
am more and nvmre confirmed in the opailim, diaft te«d»* 
Ing a Jew some useful trade, that he niay work wi& hie 
own hands, is the only elflfectua! 'way to ptei noto CIttie* 
tianity among the J^ws.^ I knew a ytmng mas, eomtr 
years back, who was b^tlzed, aad not being dbto telsb^ 
tain employment, was driven to madness, threw hiAScif 
into the New River, and was drowned; 

« LoTiion, May KUth, 18^8 « 

XIt»— HffIS RBTDR3I TO TKIB decWTXY. 

^ 1 . Giiided and protected by the good hand of Pro- 
vidence, I returned to this country in October last, and 
on the 28th of that month, at a meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Society for meliorating &e 
condition of the Jews, I presented a written Report, con- 
taining an account of my proceedings and copies of 
documents, as stated in the preceding pages. I also 
stated to the Board tbiat, although I had succeeded in ac- 
complishing the objects of my agency beyond my ex- 
pectation, it has been to me a loss of no less than 
$3000, and placed me in circumstances the most pain- 
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fd. For I lost tbree yenrs' salary which I might haire 
received as the pastor of a churcH. Secondly, the 
monthly publication of my Jewish Intelligencer, for 
which I had nearly 1000 subscribers, was interrupted, 
and will probably never be recommenced. Thirdly, 
nearly the whole of the money due me from agents for 
books, not less than $1700, has been lost during the 
commercial panic ; and, fourthly, a balance of about 
$1000 for expenses incurred during my agency is still 
unpaid. I therefore expressed my hope that the Board 
would cancel the note of $700 I had borrowed of them, 
and also pay the balance due to me. This, my report, 
was referred to a committee, and, in December last, their 
report was presented to the Board and adopted, and is 
as follows : 

" The committee appointed at the meeting of the 
Board, Oct. 28, to whom was referred the report of the 
Rev. C, F. Frey, report : That they have carefully ex- 
amined that paper, which purports to be an extended 
account of his proceedings during his late mission to 
Europe. The report sets out with a statement of Mr. 
Frey's views of the character of his agency — ^it then 
gives an account of his transactions in Great Britain 
and on the continent, and concludes with a statement of 
his own private affairs. The following is a synopsis 
of its contents : Mr. Frey embarked from this port in 
February, 1837, and arrived in England in the ensuing 
month. On reaching London he presented his creden- 
tials to friends there, who promised their countenance and 
aid. He spent some time in removing some imputations 
against his character, and fully exculpated himself from 
the charges by means of documentary evidence and the 
testimonials famished him by the Board. He afterward 

called a meeting in April of the friends of the cause, 

O 
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and they approving his views, appointed a committee 
to receive donations and subscriptions, and to superinr 
tend the application of the funds. He then commenced 
his operations. Of his transactions relating to the pub* 
lication of < Joseph and Benjamin,' he gives the follow- 
ing account : He sent a copy of that work to Hamburg 
for translation, and he opened a correspondence with the 
Society for the Jews in Berlin on the subject of its 
printing and circulation. In May he went to Ham- 
burg, where he found the translation completed. He 
took the MS. to Berlin, and agreed for the printing and 
binding of 5000 copies. The work has been distri- 
buted gratuitously among the Jews, and some copies sold 
to Christians. 

" The next portion of the report relates to the settle- 
ment, of which he speaks very fully — ^but as that sub- 
ject is one which the Society .did not intend to act upon 
until he returns, your committee pass over his remarks 
on that matter. 

" The remainder of the report relates to Mr. Frey's 
own pecuniary affairs, which he states are embarrassed. 
Owing to the want of sale, he has been compelled to 
bring back a large edition of a work which he took with 
him from this country ; the losses he has sustained in 
this and some other undertakings, and the expenses of 
himself and family since he went to Europe, have been 
so great that he feels himself unable to return the money 
he borrowed from the Society to pay the expenses and 
duties in England on the books he carried with him. 
He submits his case to the Board for their considera- 
tion. 

" From what precedes, the Board will learn how far 
Mr. Frey's mission has been attended with success. 
The object of the Board in the circulation of ' Joseph 
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%n^ Benjamin/ be has so far effected as to have pab* 
fished 5000 copies. 

" Your committee having thus presented to the Board 
all the matters comprised in Mr. Frey*s report, conclude 
with submitting the following resolutions^ which they 
recommend for your adoption : 

Resolved, ** Thsit the thanks of this Board are due to 
Mr. Frey for his exertions to carry into effect, during 
hid late mission, the objects of the Board in the publi- 
cation and distribution of the work entitled ' Joseph and 
Benjamin.' 

Resolved, ** That this Board are pained to learn that 
the pecuniary circumstances of Mr. Frey are in such an 
embarrassed condition as he describes ; but, inasmuch 
as he has already received from this Society the full 
amount which he agreed to accept for his services at 
the time of his appointment, this Board is not boimd to 
grant him any aid, nor has he any claim whatever upon 
this Society. All which is submitted. 

(Signed) " W. C. Brownlee, Chairman. 

" Alex. Proudfit, 
•'* R. Halliday, 
« W. Keily, 

" J. E. BURRILL. 

*' New York, Dec. 2, 1839.'* 

^ 2. On hearing this report, I was not a little surpris- 
ed. For although the committee say " that they have 
e€trefuUy examined " my report, '< and have presented to 
the Board all the matters comprised therein," yet, 

1. They do not mention the circumstances which 
necessarily prolonged my agency to three years. To 
be simply informed " that Mr. Frey went to Berlin, and 
tfuceeeded in getting the work translated, and 5000 
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oopiis priatedi" may well excite surprise that such • 
comparatively small work was not effected in a few 
months. But had the committee noticed the circum- 
stances mentioned in ray report, which made it neces- 
sary for the agent to travel in England, Sco^and, and 
Ireland, not less than 8000 miles ; that he had to visit 
437 congregations, and t^ preach 533 time to collect 
the necessary expenses of his agency, the reader would 
then have been rather surprised that the agent, at hii) 
time of life, was able to go through such labour and 
fatigue even inihe space of three years. 

2. This report takes no notice of the receipts which 
I have received from the London Compiittee appoizkted 
to superintend my agency, testifying that they have 
examined all my accounts and found them correct, aud 
that they have a copy of the same in their possessicm, 
fo? the inspection of all who have contributed to the 
object of my agency. This omission I consider exceed- 
ingly improper, and calculated to be very injurious to 
my character. It would be no surprising thing to hear 
it whispered, or publicly reported, that Mr. Frey has 
collected in Britain many thousand pounds for the con- 
version of the Jews, but has absconded with it. But the 
mere statement of the fact might prevent such a report. 
For, besides the slanderous reports against my character 
alluded to in the preceding pages, it is doubtless fresh 
in the memory of many, that but a few years ago it was 
asserted in the " Transcript," of this city, and copied 
into other papers, '* that Mr. Frey, the converted Jew, 
has absconded with $100,000, collected for converting 
the Jews, and is now living, in a splendid palace in Italy, 
where he is enjoying otium cum dignitaleJ* 

3. The committee also thought it most prudent to take 
no notice of the balance of nearly $1000 due to me, 
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althougli that circumstance is a principal cause of my 
present pecuniary embarrassments. In this they were 
no doubt guided by the old adage, '' least said, soonest 
mended." 

4. Although a settlement for the Jews is the express 
object of the institution, and '< to obtain the sentiments 
of the frieads ixk England and in Europe on that subject, 
and to securiB their co-operation," was made a part of 
my agency by the express resolution of the Board, yet 
the committee considered it best to '* pass over " all 
the important information I have collected on that sub- 
ject. 

The committee, however, did not forget to notice my 
inability to repay the $700 1 had borrowed of the Socie* 
ty. They recommend to the Board " to feel pained on 
account of my embarrassed pecuniary circumstances ;" 
but at the same time they express their decided opinion 
" that the Board need not and ought not to afford any 
relief," and that for the following reason : " because Mr. 
Frey has already received from this Society the full 
lunount which he agreed to accept for hrs services." 
As the reader is thus left to a mere guess how much 
that " full amount " was, I will inform him that it was 
the " full amount " of $300 ; nor did I ask or receive 
these $300 as a '< remuneration for my services," but on 
account of expenses, half of which was necessary to pay 
lor my passage to England. The reader may remem- 
ber that it is stated in my commission that '' Mr. Frey 
has generously offered to act as agent, without any other 
remuneration than his travelling expenses,^ The reason 
of this generous offer was not because I had independent 
property to support my family, but because I feared that 
my asking a salary might be an objection to the mis- 
sion, on account of the prejudice excited by the extra- 

O 2 
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Tagant ezpensei incuried by a former agent, wha 
had been from home one year only, yet the Society 
gave him $3000 for the support of his family, $2000 
for expenses ; and when, on his return, he stated his 
embarrassed pecuniary circumstances, the Board not 
pnly " felt pained," but made him a present of $500, 
and the use of their farm at New Paltz. At that time,, 
also, I had reason to expect that, from the sale of my 
books in England, I should be able to repay the said 
nete of $700, as well as to support my family. But ha.-- 
Ting been disappointed in my expectations, as has beea 
the lot of every man during the last three years, I in- 
dulged the hope that the committee would have recom* 
mended to the Board to repay a part or the whole of the 
balance due to roe on account of necessary expenses in- 
curred during my agency, and also to cancel die note 
I gave the Society; not because they were legally 
bound to dio so, but from a consideration of my past 
labours and present circumstanceS'-^-oiotives which it 
does not become me to dwell on. 

^ 3. Notwithstanding my splemn protest against this 
report, yet it was adopted. 

Thus, after having given up my pastoral charge andl 
other resouxces of support for my family, and after ha- 
'idng travelled, in the course of three years, about 16,000* 
miles by water and by land, visited 4^7 congregationSr 
and preached 533 times, and fully accomplished the 
obj.ects of my agency; after all this, the committee 
simply recommend to the Board ^* to have painfuf 
fifUngs at my embarrassed pecuniary circumstances,'^ 
while, in the same recommendation, they express their 
deeided pinion that the Board need not and ought not 
to afford me any relief; and, at the same time, by not 
cancelling the ttOt9, they have cut off my hopes of fa- 



PABTl. 163 

iure support for my {moiily. For it was my fall expec-- 
tation that, by the assistance of my friends, I shoold be 
able to commence the second y«Iuiii» of my " Jewish 
Intelligencer;" but while the note, which these, my 
friends, have kindly endorsed, is uncancelled, and they 
are liable to be legally forced to pay it, I cannot ask of 
them any farther assistance. Oh how true the adage»# 
" incorporated bodies have no soul," nor bowels of com- 
passion. 

Finding, on my return from Europe, that there are not 
less than 10,000 of my Jewish brethren residing in this 
city, I proposed to the Board to engage me as a mis- 
sionary to the Jews in this city, if but during the win- 
ter ; but this also they refused. I then apf^ed to the 
South Baptist Church, in Nassau-street, to let me haye 
the use of their place of worship to preach a lecture 
every Lord's-day evening to my Jewish brethren. This 
request being granted, I delivered the first lecture on 
Lord*s-day evening, December 29, 1839, and have con- 
tinued to do so weekly. These lectures have been at* 
tended, not only by a crowded and attentive Chrisdan 
audience, but a goodly number of my dear Jewish bre- 
thren also have been present, and some have called at 
my house for religious conversation, and to obtain a 
copy of the Old and New Testament in Hebrew, and 
other publications in different languages. 

While thus engaged in the work of my dear Lord 
and Saviour, a few friends have contributed their mite 
for the support of my family ; and having accepted of a 
call from the Bethel Baptist Church at Wllliamsbni|[h, 
L. I., at a salary of four dollars per week ! !. I have re- 
moved to that place, where I shall be happy to receive 
any conmiunications, especially relative to the -conver- 
sion of my dear brethren and kinsmen after the flesh, oj 
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any pecuniaiy aid to furnish them with books and af* 
ford 'them £ome temporal relief. 

N. B. Since writing the abore, the Lord has gra- 
ciously answered my prayers and greatly encouraged 
my heart. The American and Foreign Bible Society 
have ordered from London, for circulation among the 
Jews in this country, 50 copies of the Old, and 200 co- 
pies of the New Testament in Hebrew. 

It has also been suggested that it is expedient to form 
a Society, whose object shall be to employ missionaries 
among the Jews, and procure employment for such as 
have already made a profession, or are desirous of 
receiving Christian instruction. This suggestion has 
been signed by several ministers, and two gentlemen 
have promised $100 each. 

Notwithstanding all the difficulties and disappoint- 
ments I have met with in endeavouring to promote the 
conversion of my dear Jewish brethren, I am more anx- 
ious than ever to stir up the Christian public in this 
highly-favoured country, to establish an asylum for the 
hundreds, nay, thousands, of the seed of Abraham, who 
are desirous of earning their bread with the sweat of 
their brow, for the purpose of obtaining instruction. 

^ 4. And are there no arguments nor motives to en- 
force the duty of Christians to aid in this good and all- 
important cause ? Yes, there are, and that not a few, 
as will be shown in the next Part, In the meanwhile, 
I would beg the reader most earnestly to peruse care- 
fully tind prayerfully the following passages of Sacred 
Writ : " Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.'' 
Isa. xliv. 21. " Touching the election, they are beloved 
for the fathers' sakes.'' Rom. xi. 28. *' Brethren, my 
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved." Rom. x. 1. H Oh that the salvation 
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of Israel were come out of Zion !'* Ps. xiv. 7. " There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob." Robl xi. 26. " Sal- 
vation is of the Jews." John iv. 22. " What advan- 
tage, then, has the Jew 1 Much every way : chiefly, 
because that unto them were, committed the oracles of 
God.** Rom. iii. 1,2. " To whom pertaineth the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of 
the law, and the service of God, and the promises ; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen." Rom. ix. 4, 5. >* Through their fall, salvation 
is come unto the Gentiles. For as ye in times past 
have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief : even so have these abo now 
not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy." Rom. xi. 11, 30, 31. " Now, if the fall 
of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing 
of them the riches of the Gentiles ; how much more 
their fulness ? For if the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead?" Rom. xi. 12, 15. 
Suppose, dear reader, the Saviour should add, " Do this 
in remembrance of me, and what you do to these my 
Jewish brethren and kinsmen after the flesh, you do 
unto me, and I w^l reward you openly." Would you, 
could you withhold your helping hand ? No ! - No I 
surely not I 
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PART II. 

r 

THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO SEEK THE 
SALVATION OF ISRAEL. 



^ 1. To illustrate and enforce this part of the subject, 
I might commence with the comprehensive command of 
our Divine Redeemer, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself." This command is binding upon every 
Christian — ^the duty of endeavouring to promote the 
eternal happiness of every son and daughter of Adam ; 
and are the Jews excluded ? Surely not. For whatever 
arguments can prove our duty to seek the salvation of 
any people, will apply equally to the Jew, as to the 
Mahomedan or the heathen. " But this mode of rea- 
soning," said my venerable tutor, Dr. Bogue,* " does 
not satisfy me. I feel that I am not doing justice to 
God's ancient chosen people, while I place them on a 

* I would obaerre, in this place, that, in illustrating and enforcing 
the duty of Christians, I felt a great difficulty in using my own 
thoughts and words, lest I should be charged with pride or selfish- 
ness, or be carried away by feelings of love, pity, and compassion for 
my dear Jewish brethren, " to speak unadvisedly with my lips.'* I 
have, therefore, preferred quoting frequently and largely what others 
have said on the subject. 
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level with the mass of the Gentile world. They have 
more particular claims upon us ; they have a superior 
title to our regard ; and our oUigations to seek their 
conversion and salvation are bound upon our hearts with 
stronger cords.*** 

I will endeavour, dear reader, to select a few argu- 
meiits, from out of the many, that wiU enforce the duty 
of Christians to seek the salvation of Israel. 

Firsts let us consider the superior claims which the Jews 
have upon Christians. 

^§ 2. 1. THEIR AFFLICTED AND DEGRADED CONDITION 

DEMANDS THE TENDEREST PITY AND COMPASSION. 

^ To him that is afflicted pity should be shown from 
hisfriends," Job vi. 1 4. Were a man of wisdom to form 
a scale of degrees according to which pity should be 
shown, he would doubtless write the Jews upon the 
uppermost line, as a body of people who have the most 
powerful claim to the tenderest compassion of th« dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ. " The recollection of ancient 
grandeur and glory tends to enhance the sense of pre* 
sent humiliation and distress." 

Persons who have always been poor and miserable 
have a claim on our pity and relief; su«h is the state of 
the poor heathen. But when persons who were once 
elevated to the throne of dignity, and stood in the fore* 
most rank of human exaltation, but have since sunk into 
the very abyss of wretchedness, and their very names 
serve to express contempt and misery, their state more 
forcibly moves the soul. Such is the case of the poor 
Jews. What, then, must be the feelings of my dear 
people, when comparing their present degradation' and 
misery with their former gloiy and felicity ? " Formerly 
* Sermon before the London Miteionary Society, 1806. 
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ihey were the people of God, when Bene else were his 
people ; and among them Jehovah dwelt, when no other 
nation raised him a habitation. By them was he ho- 
noured and adored, while every one else fell down and 
worshipped stocks and stones." From the da3rs of 
Abraham to the coming of Christ, they were unto God 
" a peculiar treasure above all people, a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation," £xod. zix. 5, 6. " To them 
pertaineththe adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom^ as 
concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever," Rom. ix. 4, 5. " What nation was 
there ever like unto that great nation, that has had God 
80 nigh unto them as the Lord their God was unto Israel ?" 

'* But how is the gold become dim ; how is the most 
fine gold changed !" Lam. iv. 1. " How does the city 
sit solitary that was full of people ! How is she become 
as a #$dow ! She that was great among the nat^s, 
and princess among the provinces, how is she become 
tributary!" Lam. i. 1. If her honours were unparallel* 
ed, no less unparalleled have'been her calamities. Ha- 
ving rejected the Messiah, and calling for his blood on 
them, and on their children, a rigbteous God has hid 
his countenance from them, and wrath has come upon 
them to the very uttermost, and that for ages together 
without mitigation. 

How awfully true the prediction of Hosea iii. 4, 
** The children of Israel shall abide many days without 
a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without an ephod, and with- 
out teraphim." And, in the language of Asaph, my dear 
people may say, " They have burned up all the syna- 
gogues of Qod in the land ; we see not our signs ; there 



^A&T II. 169 

is no .more any |»ciphet, neither is there among us any 
that knoweth how long," Ps. kxiv. 8, 9. Did our fa- 
thers sit down at the rivers of Babylon, we^ng and 
hanging their harps on the willows, refasing to sing the 
Song of Zion in a strange land, although they Imew that 
their captiTity was only to be for seventy years ? how 
much greater the affliction of Israel,' which has con- 
tinued for nearly eighteen hundred years, and none can 
tell " how long." Well may they adopt the bitter la- 
mentatioa oi Jeremiah, and say, **Is it nothing to you, 
all ye that pass by 1 Behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow which is done unto nie, 
wherewith the Lord had afflicted me in the day of his 
fierce anger; from above hath he sent fire into my 
bones, and it prevaileth against them," Lam. i. 12, 13. 
With greater propriety than Job may Israel say, " Have 
pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; for 
the hand of God has touched me," Job xix. 21. How* 
ever great his afflicticms were, they were but o( an 
earthly nature and of a short duration ; and under all his 
troubles he had not lost the favour of Grod, nor the pow- 
erful support of a full assurance of an interest in his l^* 
viour, and the h(^ of a^orious resurrection to eternal 
glory and felicity. Hence, iramediatdy afler he had 
uttered the fore-mentioned bitter complaint, he checked 
himself, as it were, and from a heart overflowing with 
peace, comfort, and joy in believing, he exclaimed, " Oh 
that my words werenow written ! Oh that they were 
printed in a book ! that they were graven with an iron 
pen and lead in the rock for ever ! For I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon die earth : ipd though after my skin w^rm^ 

destroy this hody^ yet in my flesh shall I see God : 

P 
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trhom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall be* 
hdd, and not another ; though my reins be consomed 
Within me/' Job xix. 23-^27. But how widely diffe^ 
rent has been Ihe-condition of my dear people ! Their 
cup of affliction has been unmixed with a drop of con- 
solation. With the loss of their country, their city, and 
their temple, they have lost all the comforts and sup- 
ports of true religion. Sacrifices, the life and soul of 
the Mosaic dispensation, having ceased, their present 
code of religion has become a mere dead skeleton ; so 
far from comforting and supporting, it has served them 
like '^ the lamp of the sepulchre, which serves to dis- 
cover^ while it cannot disperse, the blackness of the 
surrounding darkness." My dear people having lost 
sight of the glorious Gospel, the glad tidings of salva-» 
tlon, of pardon, peace, and eternal glory, through the 
all-atoning sacrifice of the Messiah, and still clinging 
to the holy, just, and good law, which, while all-sufii- 
cient to condemn, is neither able to pardon the guilty, 
nor cleanse and purify the defiled ai»l polluted con* 
science of the sinner ; have found, by sad experience, 
the force of that declaration of God's holy Word, « The 
spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity ; but a wounded 
spirit who can bear ?" Prov.xviii. 14. Hence they are 
without spiritual consolation and si]q>port under affile* 
tion, and without a joyful hope in the all-important hour 
of death. For seven long years, while officiating Rabbi 
in the synag<)gue, it was my painful lot to attend the 
sick and the dying ; and while I found all of them sen- 
sible of their being sinners, e^qposed to the wrath of 
Almighty God, I never found one saying, like good old 
Simeon, << Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant dep«ri ift 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation !" Oh, 
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how palnfiil the scene of adpng sinner without the 
hope of salyation ! How often did it bring to my mind 
the following affecting 9iory. contained in the Talmud : 

'" When Rabbi Jochanen Ben Za^ai was sick, and 
his disciples saw him weep, they said, * Thou light of 
Ifirael, the ri^t hand jnllar, the strong hammer^ why 
dost thou weep V He answered, ' If they were car- 
rying me before a hing of flesh and blood, who is here 
to-day^ and to-mOrrow in the grave ; who, if he were 
togiy with me^ his anger would not last for ever ; if he 
put me in bondage, his bondage would not be everlast' 
ing ; if he condemed me to death, that death would not 
be eternal : whom I could sooth with, words and bribe 
with riches ; yet even in these circumstances I should 
weep. But now I am going before the King of kings^ 
the only blessed God, who liveth for ever and ever ; if 
he be angry with me, his anger will last for ever ; if he 
put me in bondage, his bondage will be everlasting ; if 
be condemn me to death, that death will be eternal ; 
whom I cannot sooth with words nor bribe with riches. 
When, besides, there are before me two ways ; the x>ae 
to hell| the other to Paradise, and I know not to whicb 
they are oarr3ring me, should I not weep V ^' — Talmud 
Beraehothf fol. ii. col. 12. 

. Now, dear reader, if such were the agonizing jind de* 
spending feelings of a Rabbi, so renowned for learning 
and pietyr what must not he the fear and terror of the 
people at large ? And is it, then, not the duty c^ Chris* 
tiaas to weep over their ignorance and misery, and in- 
form them, as Paul did the Hebrews, '* Forasmuch, 
then, sf Ihe children are partakers of ^flesh and blood, 
he (Christ Jesus) also himself likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them 



1 



172 DUTY OF CHRISTIANS. 

who, through fear of death, were all their lifeotune sub* 
ject to bondage r* Heb. ii. 14, 15« 

^ 3. But while the spiritual misery of the Jews beg- 
gars descriptioii, their temporal circumstances have not 
been any better ; scattered through erery country, the 
predictions of the prophets respecting them minutely 
fulfilled, they have for many centuries been a by-word 
and a proverb, the very scorn and outcast of the world. 
What persecutions, what massacres, what confiscations, 
what expulsion and banishment have not my afflict^ 
people endured in all ages of their dispersion ! But 
between their spiritual and tenqKxral afflictions there is 
this great difference : The former was inflicted by the 
hand of a ri^Mous God as the just reward of their 
deeds, but the latter was inflicted by wicked men, who 
hated them without a cause, and persecuted ihem with- 
out pity. << Is, then," says the eloquent Hugh Stowell, 
*' this accumulated charge of guilt against the Churchy 
as well as the thrilling appeal we would adduce from 
it, to be warded off by the irrational, unscriptural, and 
heartless argument, that all the hardships inflicted on 
Jews having been judicial — ^we have only been accom- 
plishing the determinations of heaven in all that we have 
conunitted against them? Judas in betraying, and 
Pilate m condemning the Lord of Grlory, were accom- 
plishing the determinations of heavenr— were they there- 
fore held guiltless before God 7 Let the dark horror 
and fearful end of the betrayer tell ! The determina- 
tions of heaven against the Jews must have been M- 
fiUed, but were there not suflicient instruments besides 
the Church to fulfil them ? It was consistent in the 

* See the fear of death to which the Jews are in bondage, to 
which the apostle alludes in this passage, folly stated in ** Joseph 
and Benjamin,*' vol. i. p. 875^ 
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fierce impostor of Mecca — ^it was consistent in the bar* 
barous devotees of idolatry to ravage the descendants 
•of Abraham ; but for the Cftiristian church to have lifted 
up her heel against them ; for her, inheriting, as she 
did, all her blessings through them, to have outdone the 
false prophet, and rivalled the idolater in oppressing 
them, involres a parricidal baseness which language can 
acarcely exaggerate. I most sincerely pray, ' Father, 
forgive them.' Now, if our compassion ought to be 
proportioned to the wretchedness which we compas- 
sionate, can it be denied that the unexampled afflictions 
of the Jews entitle them to supreme commiseration ? 
Taking the lowest ground, simply asserting their su- 
premacy in wo, how overpowering their demands on 
our pity! But were we to discover ^at the misery 
which thus demands our sympathy had been ei^er in- 
flicted or enhanced by ourselves, what accumulated force 
vrould their appeal deriveirom such a circumstance ?"* 
I proceed, therefore, to consider another claim which 
the Jews have upon Christians, viz. : 

^ 4. — ^11. THE INJURIES INFLICTED REQUIRE RESTITU- 
TION AND SATISFACTION. 

** Brethren^ I feel myself at a loss for words to ex- 
press this motive with becoming force, and fo^- skill to 
set it in that strong light which it demands. Gould I 
but oven approach to what this subject has a title to, 
every heart must be moved and yield itself to the power 
of conviction." — Bogue. 

The Jews have been injured both negatively and 
positively. Christians are verily guilty both of the sin 
ef omission and commission. For ages past no man 

<< Sermon at the Anniversary of the London Society for pro- 
moting Chriatianity among the Jewa. May, 1936. 

P2 
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cared for their souls. Need I to prove agaia that it 
was always the duty of Christians to seek the salvatiou 
of Israel ? that there iiey«r was' a time when we were 
not bound by the law of love to use our most earnest 
endeavours to deliver them from their unbelief, and to 
bring them to Jesus as the Saviour of sinners ? And. is 
neglect no sin ? Is there no criminality in having been 
inattentive to their eternal happiness ? If a brother had 
been perishing for hunger, and we had let him remain 
in that situation till death overtook him, how severe 
afterward would our reflecticMi have been ! And is there 
no ground for severe reflections here ? How comes it, 
that Christians never thought of their unhappy brethren, 
the seed of Abraham ? " How monmfid," says Dr. 
Bogue, '^ that we could be insensible of the obligation 
to so great and^so plain a duty ! It is an humbling con- 
sideration to us alii And v® ^^7 ^^^ li® is ^^^ ^'^ 
ashes at Jehovah's feet, crying out, guilty, guilty ! un- 
clean, unclean !" 

But the Gospel has not only been withheld from the 
Jews, but various stumbling-blocks have been thrown 
in their way. Instead of ptesenting before their eyes 
the principle of Christianity in their divine, heavenly, 
and lovely character, the conduct of its professors has 
led them to despise and hate them. For as th6 tree is 
known by its fruit, so the Jews judged of the Christian 
religion by the conduct of its professors. " In every 
country where the Romish faith exists, and especially 
where it is- established, the sight of their worship and 
of their churches must be disgusting and revolting to 
the Jews in the extreme. The worship of one true 
God is the fundamental article of their religion ; but in 
the communion of Rome they hear prayers addressed 
to creature^ to the Virgin Mary, and the saints. The 
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adoration of graven im%ge& has justly been held by the 
Jews in the fullest abhoxrence. But in every place of 
worship they appear in sUver and gold, in wo6d and 
stone, and the lowliest adoiration is paid them. When 
they pass along the street, snd meet a priest carrying 
the host, which they will call, in plain language, a wafer 
in a boXf and see the people all kneel down in fte mire 
with deepest reverence, and they are told that this is 
(le ban Dieu) the gracious Gk^ — what can be expected 
of Jews in these situations ? That they should embrace 
such a religion ? No ! who could wish them ? But 
that they should look upon it with cordial detestation 
and sovereign contempt. 

'* Nor are the wicked lives of Proltstnts less stum- 
bling to the Jews than the idolatry of the Romans. Do 
they not see what is as bad or worse ? Do they not 
hear blasphemies, and oaths, and imprecations, coupled 
with the name of the blessed Jesus, every hour ascend 
(0 heaven ? Do they not behold intemperance,* lewd- 
ness, injustice, nay, every crime committed that can 
offend Grod, or render man guilty ? To instance in one 
sin ; while the Jews profess, and in general do actually 
8how,muQh regard for the Sabbath, as a day of rest, 
from business and from pleasure, do they not see the 
masirof those who call themselves Christians, making 
it a day of business or of pleasure, and treating the 
Divine command, which they profess to reverence, with 
the utmost contempt ? What ideas can they form of our 
religion ? and hftve they no claim, that justice should 
award them a suitable compensation V* 

* What would Dr. Bogue have said if he had witnessed thos^ 
abominable gin-palaces, which abound so much in the metropolis 
of Britain, and especially in those places ahready the abodes of ig- 
norance, misgzy, and wretchedness 1 • , ' 
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Bat most of all have the Jews been made to stumble 
by the cruel manner in which they have been treated, 
both by Roman Catholics and Protestants : — ^^ In lands 
designated Christian, no less than in Pagan realms, 
derision, oppression, spoliation, and proscription have 
hunted the exiles of Judah fiercely as the bloodhound 
tracks his prey. Their fNroperty has rarely been held 
sacred, or their persons inviolate ; unsparing confisca- 
tions have a thousand times stripped them of their pos- 
sessions, and inexorable banishments driven them from 
shore to shore; — alike the victims of the rapacious 
tyrant and the infuriate rabble, they have been alternately 
ground down by political cupidity and trampled in the 
dust by the pkreiMy of popular fanaticjusm. To murder 
them has scarcely been reputed a crime, and to tor- 
ment them has been regarded as a meritorious service. 
France, Spain, Germany, and Russia are equally in- 
famous for Jewish suffering and stained with Jewiah 
blood. Would that England, our native land, were 
guiltless ! Bttt history testifies that her criminalky b 
dark indeed. During the period of the crusades, indis- 
criminate havoc was made of the devoted people. On 
one occasion, in the city of York, fifteen hundred of 
them, including women and children, having been hem- 
med in on every side, refused all quarter, and goaded 
on to madness, became, in the phrensy of despair, their 
own mutual murderers. On another occasion, a British 
monarch — ^libeller of the name — ordered seven hundred 
Jews to be butchered; their: dwellings to be pillaged, 
and their synagogue consumed. Another English king, 
disgracing the sceptre which he swayed, first plundered 
the Jews resident in this country of all their property, 
and then drove them forth into desolate banishment — 
fifteen thousand pennyless, homeless, hopeless wan- 



PART II. 177 

derers. Centuries passed away before the footsteps of 
this outraged race again marked our desecrated shores." 
— StaweU, 

Shall justice cry aloud for restitution and satisfaction 
for injuries so various, accumidated, and aggravated, and 
not be heard? What! not be heard in Britain? Will 
the nation, who has so liberally paid twenty millions to 
free the West Indian slave, do nothing to emAicipate 
the poor Jen^s, and restore them to the land .of their fa- 
thers ? May I not hope that a zealous advocate will 
stand up and {dead their cause in Parliament, and the 
queen become a nursing mother ? O Lord, hasten the 
deliverance of Israel ! 

^ 5.-~-III. THB VOICE OF EQUITY AS WELL AS JUSIICE 
DEMANDS OUR MOST SERIOUS ATTENTION. 

" That we Gentiles," says Di. Bogus, " received the 
Gospel from the Jews, and are indebted to them for all 
that we know of Jesus and redeeming love, will be uni- 
versally acknowledged, for the Gospel came forth from 
Zion, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalemy and 
on this account their debtors verily we- are. What I 
plead for, brethren, ia, that you and I should acknow- 
ledge and pay the debt, by communicating to them that 
Gospel which they first communicated to us. That this 
may be placed at the head of the list of cases of equity, 
will appear from a more ample statement. 

" It is the very same thing that the Jews did to us, 
which it is required that we should do to them. It was 
the Gospel which they gave to us ; and it is the Gospel 
which we are called upon to give to them. This can 
be done without injuring ourselves. The assistance re- 
quired from each individual Christian for this purpose is 
such, that impoverished by it no one can be, or even 
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sensibly affected in his circumstances. If there be a 
change, he will consider himself the richer for what he 
gives. Those Jews who first communicated the Gospel 
to the Gentiles, left father and mother, brethren and 
sisters, and their home, and their country, and their 
worldly business and substance, in order to enrich us 
with the heayenly treasure : but how small in respect 
to sacrifice is that which is required of us in return ! 
Farther, it can be done, too, with far less difficulty and 
danger. Those benevolent Hebrews who conveyed 
the Gospel to us, whether immediately, or by the inter- 
vention of others, in order to accomplish the object, 
were obliged to leave their native country, and to travel 
through many a land in much labour and toil, or to em- 
bark on the ocean with danger a hundredfold greater* 
than at present, that they might reach the wished-for 
rest : and Wherever they went, they carried their lives 
in their hands. (See 3 Cor. xi. 23 — ^28.) To the sa- 
vage caprice, to the cruel hatred of out ancestors — ^un- 
feeling, bigoted, barbarous Pagans — ^they were exposed. 
Contempt, reproach, ridicule, insult, injury, were their 
daily lot : they had trial of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings, yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonments ; and 
many of them suffered death in its most horrid and cruel 
forms. To repay the mighty debt, we need not leave 
our own country, nor our fathers' house. The posterity 
of Abraham dwell in the midst of us ; and if they re- 
ceive the Gospel^ they will carry it for us to their bre- 
thren in foreign lands.* I shall only add," continues 
Dr. Bogue, '^ that the debt has long been owing ; and, 

* When this seraion was preached in 180S, I was the only Jew- 
ish preacher known in the world : there are now, blessed be God, 
more that forty of my Jewish brethren who preach " the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God." What has God wrought ? 
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therefore, it is more than time that it should be paid. 
It is now upward of sixteen hundred y^ars since the 
inhabitants of this island first received the Grospel, and 
the Jei^ communicated to us (^ their spiritual things. 
How much may we now consider it as enhanced in 
value, and the obligation of repaying it increased ! 
Were we to suppose the original delttof us Gentiles to 
the Jews to be valued at ten thousand pounds, I ask you, 
Who are skilful in calculation, what, at the distance of 
sixteen hundred years, is its amount, when laid out at 
interest to the best advantage ? All the gold and silver^ 
aU the precious stones on the face of the earth, which 
are so carefully preserved and highly prized by the hun- 
dreds of miUions of their possessors, would not be suf* 
ficient to repay it. By all these considerations may I 
not hope that your minds are so strongly impressed 
with your obligations, that you are anxious to depart, 
that you may begin this day to pay the debt of equity ? 
But stop till I present some other ccmsiderations to yoisr 
notice." 

^ 6. — IV. GRATITUDE FOR FAVOURS RSPSIVRD CALLS 
FOR ACTS OF BJBNEVOLSNCE AND KINDNESS. 

Public « opinion, in every civilized age, has always 
sanctioned the demands of gratitude by her powerful 
voice, and holds out her finger with cmitempt and de- 
testation at the man on whose forehead is written in* 
gratitude; but the Gospel marks ingratitude with the 
hottest tomd of infamy, and it holds up gratitude as one 
of the most powerful principles in the Christian's breast, 
in which it confides, for the pi^uction of the most pow- 
erful and important efifects. 

^< We cannot unfold the sacred volume," says Mr. 
Stowell, '^but every page is fitted to remind us how 
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much we are indebted to the Jews. The holy men of 
oU, who wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
were Jews. It is next to certain that not one inspired 
penman sprang from any other race. Realize this as 
often as you dwell upon the records of eternity, and it 
cannot fail to enlarge your hearts toward the desolate 
posterity of patriarchs, prophets, and apostles. When- 
ever, therefore, the simide, but most sublime, Mosaic re- 
cords fill you with adoring awe, invigorate your faith in 
the Paternal Providence, and enhance your reverence 
of the glorious majesty of God — ^remember Moses was 
a Jew. Whenever the sweet Psalmist of Israel awakes 
the deepest echoes of your souls ; whenever he enables 
you to pour forth the fulness of your hearts, whether in 
the bitterness of sorrow, the importunity of prayer, or 
the ecstasy of praise, forget not — David was a Jew. 
Whenever the son of Amoz, in his chariot of fire, wafts 
your spirit to the skies, or bears you with eagle flight 
along the glowing path of prophecy — ^now kindling yoQ 
into awful rapture, and now mehing you into hallowed 
sadness, bear in mind — Isaiah was a Jew. As often as 
the four Evangelists lead you to trace the footsteps of 
your blessed Master, hang on the gracious accents of 
His lips, or watch His miracles of mercy ; as often as 
they conduct you to Grethsemane and Calvary to weep 
over his agony and bloody sweat. His cross and pas- 
sion, or guide yon to the garden, bidding you ' Behold 
the place where the Lord lay,' and triumph in his glo- 
rious resurrection and ascension, be it recollected — the 
Evangelists were Jews. As often as the fervid Paul 
overpowers your understandings with divine demonstra- 
tion, rivets the anchor of your hope within the veil, or 
fans your glowing gratiMiide to Him that washed you in 
His blood, bdthink you<— the great apostle of the Gen- 
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tiles was a Jew. As often as the tender John breathes 
through your souls the influence of a Saviour's love, and 
yields you the fruition of that more than earthly luxury 
•^-the luxury of loving others as yourselves, or as often 
as he transports you to the loftiest pinnacle of prophecy, 
and thence discloses to your viejv, in mystic vision, all 
^e future history of the Church, her conflicts, and her 
conquests, till the glorious corasummation, when time 
shall be no longer, remember— 4he beloved disciple was 
flk Jew. What shall we more say ? every statute that 
guides us, every admonition that guards us, every con- 
solation that cheers us, every hope that animates us, 
every promise that rejoices, every assurance that sus- 
tains us, all we enjoy in this life, and all we anticipate 
in the next, stands associated with the house of Israel. 
" And is the measure of our obligations to Israel yet 
full ? No, men and brethren, Jesus was a Jew. * He 
took not on him the nature of angels, but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham,' " Hebrews ii. 16. " Oh, Chris- 
Uans,** says another writer, *' by whom have you been 
reconciled to God ? Was it not a Jew who shed his 
own blood, that by his death you might live : through 
whose intercession the Holy Ghost condescends to 
dwell in your hearts, to cheer you by his grace in every 
time of need f" " If," says Dr. Bogue, ** when we 
were labouring under a painful disease, a kind physician 
stepped in and healed us : if, when we were groaning 
in a state of abject bondage, a person, who saw us there 
and felt for us, kindly paid the price of our redemption 
and procured our release : if, when we were exposed to 
the punishment of death, and justice called aloud for 
the execution of the sentence of the law, he, to our as- 
tonishment, put himself in our place, and sufiered that 
death which we deserved ; that by suflering it we might 
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live : if, when we were involved in debts which w0 
could never pay, he generously, without solicitation, dis- 
charged them all : if, in addition to this, he loaded us 
with riches, and put into our hands the title-deeds of an 
inheritance ! to such a friend what does gratitude say is 
due ? But was there ever such a friend in this depraved 
world? Yes, such a friend there was, nay, such a 
friend we have, who healed our spiritual diseases, who 
rescued us from the slavery of sin and the tyranny of 
Satan. Who died in our room to deliver us from eter- 
nal death, and to purchase for us everlasting life ? Who 
paid all our debts, * who, though he was rich, for our 
Bakes became poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich V and who has conferred upon us * an in- 
heritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and which 
fadeth not away V And who is this friend ? He is a 
/<no, Jesus of Nazareth, of the seed of Abraham accord- 
ing to the flesh. For such favours what does gratitude 
say is owing to the Jews ? I might rather ask, what 
does she say is not due that we may render, in order to 
deliver them from all their miseries which they suffer, 
and put them in possession of all the happiness which 
it is possible for them to enjoy." Now, dear reader, if 
bowels of compassion form a peculiar feature in the 
Christian character — if ingratitude be a monstrous sin 

if it be our duty to be just in all our dealings, and, 

-whenever we have wronged others, to make restitution 
to the utmost of our power, then it is our duty to attend 
to the present state of the Jews, and to employ means 
for their conversion. 

I proceed to the second argument, to enforce the 
duty of Christians to seek the salvation of Israel, viz^ 

Secondly, The great encouragement which God has 
given uSf both in his Word and in his Providence. 
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^ L To the man of the world the hope of success is 
the sole motive and spring of his actions, but the will of 
God is the pure motive, and the all-powerfal spring of 
action to the Christian. Had he the prospect of gaining 
a world without the approbation of his heavenly Father, 
he would not attempt the enterprise. But, in seeking 
the salvation of the Jews, he is sure both of acting agree- 
ably to the will of God, and of meeting with success. 
That it is the will of God that the Jews shall be convert- 
ed will hereafter 4>e proved, by the many precious pro* 
mises contained in the unerring Word of God, written 
and preserved for the encouragement of our faith, prayer, 
and action ; and that our efforts will be crowned with 
success, is evident from the remarkable dispensations of 
God's providence in the present period. 

Our blessed Lord reproved the Jews for neglecting 
to observe '^ the signs of the time " respecting his king- 
dom, and shall we neglect to observe the wonderful signs 
of the time respecting the restoration and conversion of 
iudah and Israel ? For the last fifty years the way for 
their restoration to the land of their fathers has been 
preparing in a manner unparalleled in the history of the 
world. When the deUrerance of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage drew nigh, God raised up Moses and Aaron ; 
when the captivity of Babylon came to a close, God call- 
ed for Cyrus his servant ; and has God done nothing in 
our day to show that the captivity of my dear people is 
drawing to a close ? Yee ! dear reader, to point out all 
the remarkable events which have taken place since the 
beginning of this century only, would by far exceed the 
limits of this work. I confine myself, therefore, to a few 
of those only which directly relate to the present sub- 
ject. Is it not a striking fact, that my dear people have 
of late yfsars manifesled a more earnest desire and firmer 
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expectation of a speedy return to the land of Canaan than 
has ever before been known ? 

'' Wesley's Journal " mentions a national fast being 
appointed, which all sects observed. The Jews showed 
their loyalty by fasting and prayer. A renarkaUe part 
of their public petition in the synagogues was, '* Come, 
let us return to Jehovah, for he hath torn, and he will 
heal us ; he hath smitten, and be will bind ns up. Oh 
Lord ! incline the heart of our Sovereign Lord King 
George, and the hearts of his lords and counsellors, to 
use us kindly and all our brethren, that, in his days and 
in ours, we may see the restoration of Judahi and that 
Israel may dwell in safety, and the Redeemer come to 
Zion. May it be thy will ! and we all say. Amen." 

'^ From Poland a large emigration has taken place of 
those who go to await Messiah's^ oiMning oin Mount 
Zion, while many have beheld him in Jesus. Their 
wiitera and their chief men everywhere, and, indeed all 
sorts, express this expectation. The existence of such 
expectations is a phenomenon unparalleled in the history 
of any people, and unaccountinblej excepi by ^ infixi^ 
ence of Revelation. The late revival of these expeo* 
tations by D. Levi's work on the prophecies and signs 
of the approach of the Jews' dcSiveriemce is remarks^ 
ble."— Grflw*^ Pentat. 

^ 2. A general change in the tr^tment of thd Jews^ 
who, till this century, were every where *' trodden down 
of the Gentiles^" is another preparation sign. Bona- 
parte had made declarations in their favour, and given 
them citizenship, in which most* countries, subject to 
his arms, followed him« Alexander published a ukase 
for the settlement of all converts in his roy^l establish- 
ment at Moscow, like Cyrus's edict for their ):etum from 
Babylon. The very discussion of the subfect ih all 
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States — the Protocol at the Congress at Aix-la-Chapelle 
-—all show the abolition of tyranny over Judah, and 
** the accomplishment of the indignation against the holy 
people to be near." 

" A proclamation at Frankfort admitted the Jews to 
equal participation in all rights and privileges. So did 
Saxony. A consistory of Israelites was established at 
Rome. 1803, an establishment was formed at Copen- 
hagen to instruct their youth. 1800, the Church 
Missionary Society devoted a portion of their funds to 
the Jews. 1806, Bonaparte convened, at Paris, a 
Jewish Sanhedrim to reorganize their worship. They 
embraced this opportunity to appeal strongly to the 
justice and toleration of Christendom ; to express 
gratitude for the favour shown them by the Christian 
clergy ; to state their views of the present state of their 
people, with their expectations concerning their re- 
storation ; to disavow several conuptions of the moral 
law, and to declare the superiority of the Divine books 
to the Talmud. This meeting was a means of rousing 
their nation to consider the subject. 1809, our distinct 
Society arose, and bishops, princes, clergy, nobles, 
and laity, both Churchmen and Dissenters, united to 
speak peace to Jerusalem. 1811, several Italian prin- 
cipalities permitted Jews to acquire landed property, &c. 
The recent persecutions in Constantinople, and some 
German towns, appear to me providential means of 
collecting the Jews under that influence which is to 
prepare them for returning to the worship of Abraham. 
Turkey may probably be led to expel all her Jewish 
population before her final overthrow. And, possibly,' 
the Papal and Infidel powers, wherever they can act, 
may do the same, tiU they summon those Jews who 

Q2 



1S6 DUTY or CHRlVriAlTiU 

lemain unbelievers to the laJst conflict «gainet the coih 
Terts and their fEuthful protectors." — See Faher. 

^ 3. The unprecedented interest Christians have 
taken in promoting the conversion of the Jews, is an- 
other encouraging sign of the time. 

When we see Christians, not only fervent in prayer^ 
but also diligent in the use of proper means, we may 
safely expect the blessing o( God. Hence, says the 
Psalmist, *^ Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon 
Zion : for the time to favour her, yea, the set time is 
come. For thy servants take pleasure vbl her stones,, 
and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear 
the name of the Lord, and aU the kings of the earth thy 
glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall 
appear in his glory. He will regard the prayer of the- 
destitute, and not despise their prayer. This shall be 
written for the generations to come ; and the people 
which shall be created shall praise the Lord." Ps. ciL 
13 — 18. In a former part I gave an account of the 
erigin of Christian efforts in behalf of my dear people 
— of the formation oi a distinct Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews, and of its having become 
elLclusively Episcopalian. In my late jpumeys I dis- 
covered that my Dissenting brethren, in general, have, 
since that change took place,, totally lost sight of the 
Jewish cause, and, for the want of regular information^ 
have been led te conchide that the whole has fallen ta 
the ground. But blessed be God, this is not the case -^ 
much good has already been effected, and far greater 
things may yet be expected. 

The following statement was published by the Sor- 
ciety in May, 1837 r 
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4 4. '< A106J9 the^^im used I^y this Society are the 
following: 

<' The Holy Scriptures are put into the hands of the 
Jews. 

<* The Old and New Testaments, in Hebrew, are 
circulated extensive]^ among thera. 

^ The entire Scriptures have been translated into the 
Jewisb, or Judeo-Poiish language, and the New Tes- 
tament, with parts of the Old Testament, have been 
printed, the remainder having been delayed througib 
the want of requisite funds. 

«< The New Testament in Syciac,. with Hebrew cha- 
racters, has been recently published, for the use of thc^ 
Chasidim and Cabalistic Jews. 

'* Other versions of portions of the Holy Scrtptured 
have also been published. 

^* Tracts in various languages are distributed among 
the Jews* Among those last published may be men^^ 
tioned a selection of Christian Hymns, translated into 
Hebrew metre ; and a series of papers, under the title 
of the > Old Paths ; or, A Comparison of the Principles 
aoji Doctrines of Modem Judaism with the Religion of 
Moses and the Prophets/ 

'' The Episcopal chapel, at Bethnal-green, is opened 
for Divine service, under the license and sanction of 
the Bishop of the Diocess^ The Jews are earnestly and 
affectionately invited to attend ; sermons are preached 
by the Chaplain, and not unfrequently by missionaries 
of the Society, with a special view to the objections and 
difficulties of the Jews ; and converts are received into 
the bosom of a Christian congregation, who have been 
taught to obey the Divine call, ' Rejoice, ye Gentiles, 
with His people.' 
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" Scliools for Hebrew children have been established 
at home and abroad. 

<* In the schools at Bethnal-green tlie children are 
maintained, clothed, and educated, until they are old 
enough to go out as servants or apprentices. The 
schools are capable of accommodating one hundred chil- 
dren. A blessing has attended this institution. 

** Schools have also been established on the conti- 
nent. Eight schools in the Grand Duchy of Posen, in 
which the progress of the children is very gratifying, 
have afforded an average attendance of 348 Jewish 
children. There is a school at Dantzic, in which the 
number has often amounted to upward of eighty chil- 
dren. 

" Missionaries to the Jews have been sent forth by 
the Society, many of whom are ordained clergymen, 
and others are in different capacities engaged in testi- 
fying to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. There are 
forty-two missionaries and missionary agents engaged 
at this time in preaching to the Jews, conversing with 
t}iem, distributing the Scriptures and tracts, or trans- 
lating important works into Hebrew or other languages ; 
and of these sixteen are converted Jews. 

" The success which has attended this Society has 
been great under the Divine blessing. 

*' With reference to the actual results of their labours, 
under God*s blessing, the Society has great reason to 
thank God for the success by which their efforts have 
been attended. Many proofs have been detailed in the 
reports, and in the < Jewish Intelligencer,' from time 
to time. 

*^ It must also be remembered, that there are many 
encouraging circumstances of too private a character 
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to be detailed on any public occasion. In tke majority 
of instances we have to relate only the partioulars of 
that tedious, and oilen painful, course of missionary 
duty, by which the good seed is sown. For its fruitful 
increase we may wait for years, and it may be that the 
tidings' of it may be borne by other witnesses than those 
whose lot it was, perhaps, to sow in tears. The reeol* 
lection of the establishment of the Warsaw Mission^ 
by the Rev. A M'Caul and F. W. Becker^ many years 
ago, affords a striking illustration of this remark. They 
sowed the good seed, distributing the Word of God and 
Scriptural tracts abundantly among the crowds of Jew« 
that flocked to hear and see this new thing. ' And many 
were ready to ask, What then 1 How many were col^• 
verted to Christianity ? Followkig years have given aa 
encouraging answer to a question which none could an* 
swer then ; and we are now frequently hearing of con- 
verts whose first impressions were received from a 
portion of the Scripture, or a tract distributed at thai 
period. The case of Mr. Neuhaus, as related by Mr. 
Oster, affords an instance of this kind. 

" A great desire for the Word of God has been ex*- 
cited among the Jews, who had previously but little 
acquaintance with their own Scriptures, and but scanty 
means of obtaining them. . Let the crowds of Jews hear 
witness in that interesting country, Poland, teeming 
with a dense Jewish population, where the intelligence 
that an English missionary has arrived with Bibles, 
often produces such a sensation that it might be said, 
' The whole city was moved :' and where again and 
again the missionaries have been engaged in discussions 
and conversations from morning till evening, proclaim-^ 
ing to eager and attentive crowds the unsearchable 
riches of Christy opening to them the Scriptures^ and 
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showing that 'all things are fulfilled in Jesus of Naza- 
reth. At Kdnigsberg Mr. Bergfeldt has received as 
much as £115 in one year from the Jews, and, still 
more recently, £50 in one quarter, for the sale of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, at the same time expressing his 
deep regret that he was obliged to send away so many 
persons disappointed. At Cracow Dr. Gerlach bitterly 
laments his want of Bibles, and estimates that 1000 
copies would be sold in a few months, many of which 
would find their way into the various countries under 
the Austrian dominions, where the Jews are numerous, 
almost inaccessible to the personal labours of the mis- 
sionary, and very destitute of the word of God. In 
the same way Hebrew Bibles find their way to the dis- 
tant provinces of the Russian empire, more especially 
from Konigsberg, which has been already mentioned. 
At Jerusalem Mr. Nicolajrson could frequently have 
sold Bibles at a reduced price to Jewish merchants 
trading to Bagdad and the interior of Asia, where, after 
all the additional expense incurred by conveyance to 
such distant places, they were sure of purchasers for 
this blessed book. In reading Mr. Ewali^s accounts 
of his proceedings at Tunis, and his journeys along the 
coast of Africa, the satisfaction felt in hearing of the 
joyful reception given to God's blessed Word, in a 
country where but very few entire copies were known, 
almost yields to the disappointment excited by learning 
that numbers reluctantly went away with their money in 
their hand, because the' missionary had exhausted his 
little stock. * 

" What can be more afilecting than the account given 
by this missionary of his preaching salvation through the 
name of Jesus in the wretched village of Mendel, on the 
wild shores of Gabis, in Northern Africa, where the 
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Jews had never so much as heard of the Gospel, but 
where the general cry was, ' Give me a. BiblOy give me a 
Bible : here is the money for it !' so that the missionary 
could not reserve one for other places ; and at Shara, 
and in the Island of Gerba, and at Tripoli, the poor 
Jews cried out for the Word of God like children per- 
ishing for hunger, but he had none to give them. 

" Numerous conversions also attest that the Gospel is 
not preached nor the Word of God distributed in vain. 
The Baptismal Register of the Episcopal Jews' chapel 
contains a list of two hundred and thirty-six individuals 
of the Jewish nation received into the Church of Christ 
by baptism, one hundred and fifty-seven having been 
baptized in the chapel, and seventy-nine previously to 
its having been opened for Divine service. Of the 
whole number seventy-eight were baptized as adults, 
and the rest as children. Besides these, many Israel- 
ites have been baptized in different parts of the kingdom, 
of whom we have no accurate account. Is it no evi- 
dence of the Divine blessing on the work in general, 
that there are now at least eight clergymen of the 
Church of England who are of the Hebrew nation, or 
that sixteen of the missionaries and agents of the Socie- 
ty are converts from Judaism ? As a proof that similar 
encouragement is met with on the continent, where the 
Jews are more numerous, we quote the testimony of Dr. 
Tholuck, an eminent Professor in the Prussian Univer- 
sity of Halle. He says — 

" * It is undoubted matter of fact, th(U mare proselytes 
ham been made during the hist twenty years, than since 
the first ages of the Church. No one can deny it on 
the continent, and no one, I am sure, will deny it. Not 
only in Germany, but also in Poland, there has been 
the most astonishing success, and I can bear testimony 
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10 Wnat has come under my own obsenration in the 

• 

capital of Silesia, my native place, where many conver- 
sions have taken place. In ^is capital I shall speak only 
of such individuab as I am acquainted with myself in 
the profession to which I belong. In the University of 
Breslaw there are three professors, who were formerly 
Israelites. A professor of philology, a professor of 
chemistry, and«a professor of philosophy ; there is, be- 
sides, a clergyman, who professes the Gospel, and he 
was a Jew. In my present station at Halle there are 
no less than five professors, formerly Jews; one of 
medicine, one of mathematics, one of law, and two of 
philology. 

** * I might show that some of the Jewish conversions 
have taken place among men of the highest literar^' 
attainment ; and, among others, I might mention Dr. 
Neander, of Berlin ; Dr. Branis, of Breslaw ; and Dr. 
Stahl, of Erlangen. These ate all persons of the high- 
est scientific reputation, and now faithful followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

" The city of Berlin is said to number upward of 700 
resident baptized Jews, many of whom are known to be 
truly converted : and the Rev. Mr. Kurtze alone, who 
has always taken such a lively interest in the cause of 
Israel, stated last year that he had himself baptized 
eighty Jews. He observed, refeVring, as it is well 
know, to his own labours among the Jews — 

" ' In Berlin there is one minister, who alone has 
been the means of bringing eighty individuals to believe 
in Christ, and I am sure that the cause of preaching 
the Gospel among the Jews will go on more and 
more.' 

" On the 18th of November, 1836, the Rev. W. Ayerst 
made the following statement : 
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' ** ^ BeHia is a very hnportfiitt place. I h^re baptized 
here thirty-tbree Jews in two ^ears and ibar monlbs, 
insti^cted alt least one huadred more, for a longer time, 
besides one hunted more wba only came ineguiarly, 
I iiavebere considerable interoourse vitb- iewa ; it ta a 
central place ; tlieee who cannot, on ai^cooni of laaily 
cffmrn^aneesy joili the Ohrktiaa ehilrch in smaller 
plie«B, where ^eya^lwown, meet with less ebslaotoi 
h^re^n a U«ge town^^ 

** Andy on the 2(Hh of March last,, he states, tluit, du* 
ring die last quarter, \k» haA baptised' fire advdt fsra^ 
ites, besides a «h9d. 

^The Society received very lately an oHiciai ^cn« 
ment, fnrnisHed by the Royid Consistory ef Silesia, 
covtaining a stateMMnt of the nmniier of leraelites bap 
tixed-wi^in the liAifts of their jurisdiction' betwe^i the 
years of 18&9 and 1S34 ioelnsiTe, fiom Which it Appears 
that 347 iftijifidvidaof the Jewish natien were baptiaBed 
in the PraiesCant ncowniBiiion, and 108 in. thiU of the 
Roman Cathc^cs, nuking a total of four hundred and 
filiry-five Jewkh'eoiiverts baptized in fifteen yeare, in the 
previttee of Silesia alone. These persons are in lall 
ranks-of^lilo', and many of 4hem are personaUy known 
to the friends of otcr Society as adorning their Christian 
proles^ion. - 

*^ Another similar official statement, from Kenigsberg, 
gives a total of two hundred and thii^-fonr baptisms 
in ti^enfy-fonr years ; of which 217 are in the Pro- 
testant Ghat«h,^and seventeen among the Roman Ca- 
tholics. - 

*^ The mismonaiies at Warsaw have just furnished a 
list of 109 baptized by themselves. 

^*>The comimttee are expecting to leceive official 

staitementeof tUs kind feom several other places, and 

R 
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they aak, is there not mbundant eridence thataUessiitg 
rests on the work of your Society ?" 

^ 5. In addition to thd preceding aocount, I doubl 
not the reader will be [leased with tike following ex* 
tracts from the Society's last report. Mr. Bergfeldf, 
a missionary at Konigsberg, writes thus : 

<< The real results are of course oidy known to Hiin 
who beholds the secrets of the heart, but I am confident 
that I have not laboured in vain. Many hundreds heard 
the Gospel way of salratibn stated to them, and not a 
few for the first time in their lives. Some seemed 
amazed and struck by it, others gladly consented to it, 
and, on the whole, Acre was a readiness to reoeive, and 
in some cases an eagerness to obtain, the New Testa^ 
ment, such as I have never witnessed before* And 
even the enmity against the Gospel and its nnnisters, 
which now and then manifests itself, is stilt such as 
clearly to demonstrate that they are not able to overturn 
his arguments. How often have they confessed to me 
—*^' If we go by the Scriptures alone, then you are right ; 
hot if we take the Talmudical writings in connexion 
with them, then we Qte right.' But even these ibrtifi^ 
cations begin to totter seriously. According to them 
th^ ultimate date for the coming of the Messiah is ex- 
pired within three years ; and many eyes and hearts 
are now directed toward that last period. If then their 
hopes and expectations should not be realized, they 
confess that they shall be obliged to give up their hope. 
Yea, their hope and trust in men and huinan writings 
they sbsjl indeed be obliged to give up, but not th^ 
hope in the real and true Messiah — the Lord our 
Righteousness. 

^* O Lord, hasten thy coming to thy waiting people, 
and appear to them gloriously in these latter times ! 
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Aii^ may we be veady to tak# the cUldren of tli0 Lord's 
peofde^and eanry iheoi in oar arms to the Saidour of 
BiiuieiB»^al ih0f may be washed ffora their guilt and 
fakujom^ aadmdomed with the rebea of righteousness and 
4he gatawnts of sidTataen*^ 

^6« fixtmets ftoa Mr. Hattsttieister^s journal, Straa^ 
hmgz ** Tonday a young Jew, twenty-two years of age, 
eaUed upon me. I hsd pr&rioasly known him through 
the Rev. Mr. BreaQoTy at- Bale. He came from Baden, 
Mid was till lately a dealer in catde. In St. Gallea he 
ebtained fnun a pious minister my tract, and was thereby 
hroHghi to the knowledge of ^e Saiioar. He reflebted 
jBHch upon Chiisttanity, and spoke of it home, where 
ke was pecMci^edi Then he thought, for a while, he 
could beiteveim Ghrtst lAwavdly, sad still remain with 
Jews ; but Ms o^nseilniee wonld not permit this ; so he 
left home aad allf and came and asked for instrnction. 
He makee an tmpEeenon as an upright nian. J spoke 
earoeslly wiih him, and tried eapecially to bring home 
to h«n tine. Mruth, 4hat a Jew who is converted HUMt 
know vhat he believes ; that he must undergo many 
tiisis, especiaily he. who was accustomed to. go about 
aa a firadeeman ; that he who had been independent, 
nmet^ now he ^iependant, and learn a trade, and work 
4i^edBtly. He said, ' I know Jesus is the Messiah^ 
and my soul is<only ha|^ in believing in Htm/ Now 
I have eenfidenee in the Lord that he will provide for 
this man, if he is really upright and sincere. It is a 
e^ious thing for a man of iwenty-two years to change 
all the customs and manners of his life— »yea, more, to 
leave all ; yea» still more, to beeeme a new creature. 
But ihou, O Spirit of the i40rd,eft almighty ; thou canst 
fegenerato also this dear son of Abraham!"* 
• ^ftor Qi(mlixmog sia^ar details of his labours dumi^ 
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tbe year, ift the end of Dwember be gives the fellowiag' 
sketch of tbe proceedings of the Strssborg Society : 

** Doling the year we were in coimezioD for a sboit 
lime with seren Jews, who asked for instmctioii and 
baptism. Some of them were sent to other places, be- 
cause we could not find employment for them ; some 
left us because they were not sincere ; and one was dis- 
missed from us, having been baptiaced at W arsa w. Then 
we had the care of two Jews, who, though baptized in 
other places, were residing here. Three Jews and one ' 

Jewess are at this moment receiving instruction. One 
of these Jews has made great sacrifices, and all seem 
to be sincere, and attend regularly, and with devotion^ 
to their instruction. The Jewess is not only poor, but 
so ignorant, that she knows nothing of religion, except 
some foolish rites of the Jews and Roman Catholics. 
We are also in connexion with the five proselytes for- 
merly baptised here, and we are glad in being able to 
say that they walk in the way of peace and righteous 
ness. With two of them do we stand specially united 
—one, the dear brother Lichtenstein, who is studyiaftg 
at Geneva, in order to become a luminary among, his 
brethren. He is growing in grace and in the know* 
ledge of the Lord. As living^ is very dear in Geneva^ 
he puts us to great expense^ The second, Neuhaus, 
prepares himself here, in order to beoorao sckotd* 
■uisler, if we are enabled to open a school fear Jewish 
children." 

^ 7. The following interesting account is firom the 
iLissionary Becker^ at Magdeburg : 

'* Here has been baptized of late a very respectable 
and rich Jewish merchant, who was very distinguished 
among the Jews, by his great knowledge of the Talmud 
l^d rabbinical learning, and in high reputation as well 
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among Jewti aa Cbritttans. He is a maa of ^iboiii fifty- 
five yeara. He waa bom in Poland, and inalrucCed frooi 
hia childhood in all manner of Jewish learning. But, 
.though diligently instructed in hia paitemal religion, he 
was dissatisfied wiih the inconsistencies of the present 
Jewish creed, and longed sincerely for internal peace 
and reeottciliation with God. Having two friends, with 
whom he diligently searched the Scriptures, these latter 
came, according to many passages of the Old Testament, 
to the firm persuasion that the Messi|ih must have come 
already. They both, in consequence, left their native 
town, in order to seek the truth, and came to Magd^ 
burg. Here they found what they sought, their Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and love and sympathy among Christian 
friends. They receive instruction in tiie Christian doc* 
trines, and were, after their public eonfessioa, baptised 
in the name of the Triune Grod. After they had em* 
braced the Christian religion, they established here aa 
employment, becoming merchants, and the Almighty 
God crowned with his blessing their efforts, so that after 
some yeara they had gained a considerable fortune. 
One of them married a pious Jewish person, who ' had 
also embraced Christianity ; both have already gone to 
eternity, but one of the two friends is yet living, and ia 
a dear friend and brother in the Lord to me, with whom 
I often converse. When these friends had found in 
Magdeburg what they had sought so long, they wrote 
also to their friend, who was retained in Poland by many 
circumstanees and hindrances, and told him that they 
had found the Messiah for whom their fathers had wait* 
ed, Jesus Christ ; and invited him to come also to Him^ 
who came into the world to save sinners, and to seek 
what was lost. In consequence of this he likewise left 
Poland, and came to Magdeburg to bis fiiends. Here 
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he began U Utde trade, to seeare his suhsistence. Bat 
Ihe Jews seeing his inclination to Christianity, they 
endeavonred with all their power to prevent his open 
renouncement of Judaism ; and he was feeble enough to 
cease. They promoted his marriage with an obstinate 
Jewish person, who endeavoured to keep him back from 
the truth as it is in Christ ; and the devil induced him 
to think he could secretly serve Christ without being 
baptized. He therefore visited Christian churches 
without the knowledge of his wife. Having three 
children, two daughters and one son, he allowed them 
to be instructed by Christian teachers, and when the son 
was of age he studied theology in Bonn and Berlin, 
was baptised, and is at present a highly esteemed and 
faithful pastor in the neighbourhood. The two daughters 
were also baptized unknpwn to the mother, and both 
afterward married pious proselytes, one of whom was a 
merchaat here in town, and the other a lawyer in the 
country. The mother was strongly opposed to all these 
events, and her husband, for fear of her, remained out- 
wardly a Jew. I then spoke often with him concerning 
this, reminding him of Matt. x. 32, 33, and saying, that, 
if his wife knew that he was baptized, she would cease 
from her oppositicm, seeing it was useless, and he had 
saved his soul ; for, as long as he should remain a Jew, 
she would doubtless continue in her way, in order to 
keep him back, &e. These and other reasons prevailed, 
and, by the grace of the Lord, he broke through, and was 
baptized suddenly some weeks ago, without having re- 
ceived farther instruction, because this was not neces* 
sary with him, for he had acquired a great knowledge 
of the plan of salvation by Christ, his Messiah. He is 
now full of joy, and confesses publicly that he is a 
member of the Christian church. May the Lord pre^ 
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^eire him, tliat lie may gfow in grace, and inlient the 
everlasttng kjogdom of the Lord his Saviour !" 

§ a "Aa touching Dr. Wolfeon," says Mr. Hoff;''wh« 
was not long ago appointed physician of the district of 
Lublin, he, last Easter, was introduced to the mission- 
aries by one of our proselytes, who held a serious coi^ 
versation with him on Christtanity. Mr. Wolfson de^ 
dared that he did not as yet come with the intention of 
embracing Christianity, but only of becoming acquainted 
with it, in order to compare it with his awn religious 
Tiews. These were, however, as we soon found, of a 
Deistic nature. Several of the subsequent conversa- 
tions, therefore, referred to the natural religion — ^to the 
necesnty of a revelation — and to the revelation of tho 
Bible as the only trae one. As he was searching for 
the truth, we recommended and gave him suitabl&books, 
as Dr. Bogue's *• Essay on the Divine authority of the 
New Test«nent,' and others. After some time he ac* 
knowledged the Divine authority of the Bible in genial ; 
but the person of Christ caused him new difficultiea, 
especially his work of redemption. He allowed him to 
be an infallible teacher of religion, and the highest ex- 
ample of man, but could not acknowledge him to be the 
true Son of Gk>d and the Redeemer of the worid, because 
he did not as yet know himself. For this reason, also, 
the 'supernatural birth and the atoning death of Christ 
caused him great difficulties, as he confessed afterward ; 
but, by the grace of God, these scruples were removed. 
His spiritual conflict was decided, particularly by the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, and more especially 
by Isaiah viL 14, and liii. He now persuaded his wife, 
who had arrived in the meantime, to commence taking 
with him a regular course of instruction in the Chris- 
tian religion. She had been educated after the manner 



4 



200 DUTT or 0BAI8TIANS. 

of the lhii8<«aUed enlightened Jews, without any reil* 
gious instniction, but now willingly sabmitted to be 
taught in Christianity, without making any objections, 
while her husband, who is the son of the Rabbi at Wihm, 
and well versed in the Jewish literature, was opposed 
to seferal dogmatical points. But the Divine truth of 
Christianity prevailed over his heart more and more, 
and he felt more strongly the Messed influence of faith 
in our Lord Jesus, as it is held out in the Scriptures. 
A confession of his faith, which he himself composed, 
and read with a deep-felt emotion of heart, when he and 
his partner were baptized, on the 23d of December, shows 
that the grace of God in Christ has found its way to his 
understanding and heart. The introduction of this con'* 
fessions is — * I believe in the Triune God, the creator, 
preserver, and governor of the whole world. I believe 
in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah and the only be« 
gotten Son of ^ God.' He then confesses laarther, that 
< the pro[^ecies of the Old Testament, which were givett 
hundreds and thousands of years before the coming of 
Christ, oblige every Jew to acknowledge Jesus as the 
true Messiah ; that their accurate fulfilment in him is a^ 
proof of his divinity, as, on the other hand, his appea* 
ranee is aproof of the Divine origin of those prophecies. 
He then especially menUoas Isaiah liii. as the key to 
Christ's humility, rejection, and death on the cross. It 
struck him particularly, that the unbelief of his own 
nation and the faith of other nations was so plainly fQre«> 
iold in Isaiah liL 15, and liii. 1. This confession con-* 
eludes in the following words : ' I shall for ever praise 
the Lord, who delivered my soul from perdition. I was 
already sinking very deeply ; the cords of hell com* 
passed me about ; but he stretched out his arm, and liiV* 
ed me up; his beam enlightened me, and I was made 
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wkole. Let my saivatiaii and my blmsing now be God, 
the' Lord, the gOTermxr of all, and hia only begotten 
Son, Jeaus Ckist, who sufiered for me, was crucified, 
in order to deliver me from ain, which gnawa at my <8oal. 
May the Holy Ghoat atrengthen me, that I may lore Gk>d 
with my whole heart and aoul, and become a worthy 
member of that holy congregation and church, into the 
bosom of which I am now to be received, that I may 
hre and die as a true Chriatian. Amen.' This confes- 
sion waa their, with the blessing of the Loi^, sealed by 
the holy sacrament of baptism, ibr the edification of the 
assembly, and may it be sealed by the grace of God ibr 
the life everlastiog !'^ 

^ 9. Alter these statements of the aoooess which hm 
already attended the past efforts of Christians to pro- 
mote the coanrersion of the Jews, and the half has not 
been told, what do you think, dear reader, of the signs 
of the times ? > Are they not of a most encouraging n«- 
ture ? To find the Jews everywhere hungering and 
thirsting after the pure Word of God, the New as well 
as the Old Testament ; to read of their travelling a thoo- 
sand miles or more, to meet with a missionary to tsll 
them what Ihey must do to be saved ; to be told of more 
than three thousand Jews converted to the Christian 
religion in leas than twenty years ; to know that mora 
than ybr^y Converted Jews are now preaching that Jesus 
whom they, from their childhood, had been taught to 
blaspheme ; and to be assured that thousands of Jewish 
children are daily instructed m Christian schools: 
these, I say, are events which, had ihey been predicted 
^ty years ago, would have been considered idle tales, 
a mere chimera, things utterly impossiblcv 

What would the venerable Drs. Bogue, Scott, 4fec^» 
&c., say, were they now living and beheld these deU^ 
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eiovs fifst4riitts of ikai plentiM hwrrost which taiMit 
surely foilew 1 Tkey, howsver, being dead, jetipeak. 
Their sentimente how to estimatie these fir8t4ruit8 are 
left OS recofd for our insUuction and esooinragenieiii. 
" I regard it, my biethreD/^ says Dr. Bogue^ ^ as s fonher 
encottragemeat that God has raised mp a preacher oi die 
Gospel to the Jews from among themselves.^ Here is 
an instrument fitted Air the work, and whose soul is 
huming for their conversion. The 'value of a fit ii^ 
strument lo begin a work of difficahy. asd im^ortaiiee 
we can easily appreciate. I add one mare- encouragei- 
ment, that his labomrs have been accompanied with 
success. He has certainly been able to attract the 
attention of a oonaiderahle number'of his kissmen ; and, 
what is stiU more iiiq>ortaDt, there iie .isstanees in 
which bis preaching has been aeoanaapasied with the 
most powerful efficacy* Two or three persons of the 
seed of Abraham have, we trust, been cenvieirted from 
the Jewish religion to the &tth of Jesus. To seme 
this may appear a matter of little moment : by othets 
it will be considered as a great thing. But theie 
is one point of view in which it must be regarded by 
aU as of the 6mt impertaaoe. If as anray 4£ a hundssd 
ihousand men entered, a conatry with a viewie aon* 
quest, and a report was spread abroad ithatithe siddiears 
were all invulnerable, it would esseeediBgly jdiscou<» 
iBge the people in their attempts to defend it against 
ithem. But if, after a skirmish of half an hour, ti^ 
or three of the invaders should be found dead* on the 
field of battle, this would wonderfully encourage the 
inhabitants in their exertions against their enemies. 
Three individuals out of a hundred thonsand is an 

* Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, 
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iitomi«iderabl« number: Imt it inikllibl^ detncmirtiten 
tkftt they are not invnlnerabley and tfaey may all be 
slain. Ideas somewhat resemblinf Ihese some have 
entertained in respett to the Jews ; namely, that it is 
impossible to convert them. This has utterly dis- 
couraged many Chriaiiaiis fipm ever attempting their 
conversion. But when we see two or three actually 
converted, their conversion is proved to be a possible 
thing, and we reasonably conclude that, with perseVe^ 
ring diligence and zeal, tens of thousands of Israel may 
be saved. Weigh this, my brethren, with the attention 
which it deserves ; and I hope the effects will be to 
produce the most vigorous exertions for their salvation." 
Grod grant it may be Bol-^^Bogue'^s Ser,, 1806. 

The venerable Mr. Scott, describing the importance of 
providing for the fuiure harvest, by not neglecting the 
time of sowing, observes that, " should the produce of 
a few grains of wheat be sown e^ery succeeding year, it 
would soon suffice for sowing a whole country. Tbiis," 
he adds, *< should the attention of Jews be but called to 
the subject, should some be led', with this view, to study 
their own Scriptures, the few who become Christians 
would necessarily be zealous for the conversion of their 
brethren where they reside. Let, then, only a few avow 
faith in Jesus, the aggregate effects on their kindred in 
no long term of years is incalculable." Happily, the 
ezpeiiment made in faith has succeeded since he 
preached that sermon to the Society. Its first tract w^ 
the means of converting Murtheim, who devoted him- 
self for labouring among his brethren (and such Maho- 
metans as wpuld listen) in Barbery and Palestine. In 
several places he left little companies of believers who 
assemble every Sabbath to read St. Luke, which he 
copied for them, and to pray in the name of Jesus. 
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Were not St Paul, Sec, thankful if a few aonla were 
given to their ministry in each place ? even so few as to 
find '* an upper chamber" sufficient lor their churekt 
Let us not demise the day of small things ! 

I proceed now to consider — 

Thirdly, The many and glorious benefits which iot7l 
result from the conversion of the Jews, as another power- 
Jul argument to seek the salvation of Israid,' 

These benefits, if I am not greatly mistaken, will 
rank next to those that followed the incarnation of the 
Son of God. At his birth the angels sang " Glory to 
God in the highest ; and on earth peace, good-will to* 
ward men ;" and when the Jews are converted, God 
will be glorified, angels will rejoice, and men will be 
blessed. 

^ 1. In Psalm cii., a prophecy concerning the future 
conversion of the Jews, as will be shown hereafter, it is 
foretold that, '* When the Lord shall build up Zion, he 
shall appear in his glory." 

If we be Christians indeed, there is no one object 
which we have more at heart than this, '* that God in all 
things may be glorified. through Jesus Christ." And how 
astonishingly will the conversion of the Jews promote 
it ! Long, long have that unhappy people dishonoured 
God by rejecting the Messiah promised to the fathers. 
For seventeen hundred years they have trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and accounted the blood of the cove- 
nant, shed for the remission of their sins, to be an un« 
holy thing. But when the children of Israel return to ' 
the Lord ; when* they look upon him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn ; when they believe in him whom 
Grod hath sent, and trust in him for righteousness and 
strength ; and when in him the house of Israel shall 
seek to be justified, and glory, God will be glorified in ' 
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•A MDinent degree. To see this .people lying at Jeho- 
vah's leet oon^Bssiog the heinousneas of their guilt in 
xffoeftifig Christ, acknowledging tbefloselves altogether 
in the wjnong, and Grod altogether in the right, entreating 
J^im to pardon their sins, and be reconciled to them 
again ; this is highly honourable to him. To hear them 
professing their belief, that Jesus of Nazareth is the true 
Messiah ; to behold them coiFered with shame and con- 
(uflion of face, because they refused to receive him ; to 
hear them exinress their cordial faith in his name, and 
their entire dependence on him for wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption ; and their solemn 
purpose to live no longer to themselves, but to him who 
died for them and rose again, in glorifying God in the 
highest degree ; for it is a profession from his own 
people of their approbation of his great plan for man's 
redemption, and a cordial acknowledgment that God is 
infinitely wise, holy, righteous, good, and faithful in the 
whole of it, both in the contrivance and execution. 
When we add to this their living in subjection to the 
Logrd Jesus Christ, and their zealous labours throughout 
the world for bringing the nations td Christ, and the as- 
tonishing display of the Divine dispensations toward that 
peoj^e, ]Nresented'to the wondering eyes of the whole 
Christian church, we may form some idea of the vast 
revenue of glory which will hence accrue to God. 

^ 2. Angels, too, will greatly rejoice at the c(Hiversion 
of the Jews. For <* are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation ?" When Ood created the world, " the morn- 
ing stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy ;" how much greater will be their rejoiciag 
when a whole nation shall be bom in a jay. If there 

be "joy in heaven among the angels, over one sinner 

• S 
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that repentetb,** how much greater will that joy be whea 
" the house of David and the inhabitants of Jemsalera 
shall look unto him whom they have pierced, and monm 
for If," (t. e,, the act of having pierced him,) *" as one that 
moumeth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for it, as one that is in bitterness for his first-bom," 
Zech. xii. 10. 

^ 3. Bat let us consider more particularly the bene- 
ficial efiects which the conversion of the Jews will have, 
both upon themselves and upon the whole human race. 
Their conversion to God will be the commencement of 
true happiness, the greatest felicity to their own souls. 
The misery of their present state is truly deploraUe, 
as has already been shown ; but, by receiving the Gos- 
pel of Christ, and believing in the name of the Son of 
God, how happy will they become ? Blessed with the 
forgiveness of sins, enjoying peace of conscience, re- 
newed in the spirit of their minds, and daily tasting the 
sweetness of communion with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ, they will be introduced into a new 
world; and find. Under the dominion of the Messiah, a 
happiness unkno\i^ to them before. And to all this 
happiness will be added, in the world-to come, everlast- 
ing life. Having thus obtained^mercy, they will prove 
a blessing to others also. 

^ 4. At the very call of Abraham, Jehovah promised, 
that " in his seed all the families of the earth should 
be blessed." Now it is cheerfully granted that Mes- 
siah is emphatically that seed ; but it cannot be denied 
that, in the literal and natural seed of Abraham, all 
civilized, and especially all Christianized, nations have 
already been blessed, and reason and Scripture teach 
us that their conversion will prove a still greater and 
far more extensive blessing. "The Jewish people,** 
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saya Di. Bogue, *' have been raised up to hold a dis* 
iinguiahed rank in the history of man, and in promoting 
his most important interests. Till their dispersion by 
the Romans, no nation or kingdom was to be compared 
to them. The various preceding scatterings of them in 
Chaldea, in Persia, in Egypt, in Syria, in Greece, and 
at Rome were eminently beneficial to the inhabitants 
of these countries, for they carried with them their 
sacred books and the worship of the true God. What 
blessings the prophets of God, and the apostles of Je-^ 
sus Christ, and the first preachers of the Gospel were, 
need not be said. The world never saw such men ; 
the human race never could boast of such benefactors ; 
Bor do the annals of the nations contain names to be 
onco mentioned with theirs, in promoting the highest 
happiness of mankind ; but, when they shall be con- 
verted, they will resumOv their ancient dignified spirit, 
and become again a blessing to mankind.'' 

^ 5. Nor havek the Jews ceased from being a bless** 
ing, even in their present captive state. Their unpa^* 
lalleled sufferings in exact fulfilment of the predictions 
contained in the Sacred Scriptures, have silenced the 
infidel, and convinced many a skeptic of the truth of 
Divine Revelation. Such was the case with the Earl 
of Rochester and others ; and " there is now," says 
Mr. Stowell, " in a northern county, a distinguished 
minister, who, in earlier life, while serving as a military 
officer, having been plunged into licentiousness, would 
fain have silenced conscience, by becoming an unbe-* 
liever ; but he could not overcome the ocular demon- 
stration of the truth presented by the Jews. In the 
bitterness of his spirit he often cursed them as the de- 
stroyers of his peace, whereas now he blesses them as 
having been the last barrier between him and the dread 
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abyss." Now, if, in their present dispersed and degraded 
oondition, they are still a light to shiae in darknessy 
how much clearer will that light be, and how mock 
stronger those evidences avising from the fulfilment oC 
those many predictions relating to the restoration and 
conversion of my dear people ? The conversion ei a 
Jew, in his present abject condition, is generally a»* 
cribed to sinister motives; but, when the Jews are 
brought back to their own land, rebuild their city and 
dieir temple, and enjoy all that for lf80a years they 
longed for, and, after that, voluntarily give up all as va- 
- nity, and believe in the name of that Jesus whom they 
have so long hated and blasphemed, and trust in his 
righteousness alone for salvation, to what o^er cause 
will such a change be ascribed, but to " the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God, as the wisdom and power 
of God unto salvation ? 

^ 6. Were there no prophetic star to guide us in our 
expectations for the house of Jacob, their present state 
and circumstances might well induce us to condude 
that they are reserved for mighty purposes, altogether 
unprecedented and unparalleled in the condition of that 
marvellous people. Not only was the signal prophecy 
delivered in the outset of their career, " Lo, the people 
shall dwelt alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations," Numb, xjtii. 9, verified during the period of 
their national establishment in Judea, and during the 
season of their captivity in Babylon, but it has now been 
verifying during eighteen hundred years of univer- 
sal dispersion and desolation ; they continue like oil on 
the surface of the ocean, everywhere diflusedf yet no- 
where blended ; a Jew in Britain and a Jew at the anti« 
pedes, the comely Israelite of Europe and the swiuthy 
Israelite of India, retain the same broad lineaments of 
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identity, are characterized by the same .bold national 
peculiarities. The iron footprints of centuries have not 
obliterated their distinctive features, nor all the fury of 
despotism and power succeeded in even diminishing their 
number. There is much reason to suppose that they 
are at this moment as vast a multitude as they were in 
the meridian of their country's splendour. They stand 
forth, therefore, in the face of the world a living and a 
lasting miracle — a mighty, though a dislocated, monu« 
ment, on every fragment of which the truth of Scripture is 
inscribed in characters of light. We fearlessly challenge 
infidelity to gainsay the irrefragable testimony ; its en- 
ergy has been felt. 

" Have, then, the Jewish race been so preternaturally 
preserved merely as a beacon of Divine vengeance, set- 
ting forth the fearful judgment, but never to set forth the 
superabounding grace of God ? God forbid ! The 
imagination cannot . be entertained. Sound philosophy 
woukl, therefore, from an enlightened survey of the Jew- 
ish people, be predisposed, if not to anticipate, at least 
to embrace, the glorious prospect which the prophetic 
page unfolds for Israel." 

^ 7. What Providence most distinctly intimates, pro- 
jAk^ey most unequivocally confirms. 

That the Jews, after their conversion, will prove a 

greater blessing to the world at large than they have 

ever been before, is clearly and positively declared in 

the Word of God. The apostle not only assures us that 

the conversion of the Jews is possible and certain, but 

he* also declares that their restoration will prove a more 

extensive means of the conversion of the Gentiles than 

their dispersion has been. For he thus reasons : " I say, 

then, have they stumbled, that they should fall ? God 

forbid ! hut rather through their fall salvation is eom$ 

S2 
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unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them tojealoiisy . Now, 
if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fulness t For if the casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the re- 
ceiring of them be, but life from the dead ?" Rom. xi. 
11,12,15. 

Among many other excellent remarks upon the pas- 
sages here quoted from the apostle, Mr. Scott has the 
- f<^owing : '* As their conversion will fulfil so very 
many ancient pn^heoies concerning their restoration, 
and will probably be effected by the fulfilment of many 
other prophecies ; so it will doubtless conduce to the 
conversion of the remaining heathen nations.'' — ^'^ The 
event will aceon^ish so many prophecies in se open , 
and signal a manner, that infidelity in every form must 
be finally confuted and silencect) and the attention of 
the most heedless must be excited to the astonishing- 
display of the power of God, in performing his wofd ; 
and as He delighteth in mercy. He will effectually 
concm* with these impressions, by pouring eat his Hely 
Spirit to convert the naticms, and to render genuine 
Clnristianity universally triumphant ; probably to a veiy 
great degree by ministers and missionaries of converted 
Israel."— iSW tdso Doddridge^s E^Dp&sitot, note {•>) on. 
Rom. xi. 12. 

The predictions and promises relative to this subjeei,. 
contained in the Old Testament^ are toomimeroas to be ' 
introduced in this place. I shall select but a few, and 
commence with the most evangelical prophet, Isaiah. 
'' And it shall come to pass tn the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shaU be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations »hMfiow unto it. And many peo- 
ple shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
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mountain of the Lord» to the house of the God of Jacob : 
and He will teach ns of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths ; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, And He shall 
judge among the nations, and shall rdbuke many people ; 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more !" ch. ii. 2—4. 

^ The myriads of the natural Israel," says Bishop 
Horaeley, commenting upon Hos. ii. 23, '* converted by 
the preaching of the apostles, were the first seed of the 
uniyersal church. And there is reason to believe that 
the restoration of the converted Jews will be the occa- 
sion^ and means oi a prodigums influx of new converts 
from the Gentiles in latter ages," Rom. xi. 12, 15. 

^ 8. Isaiah xiv. 1, ^* For the Loid will have mercy on 
Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their 
own land ; and the strangers shaU he joined with them^ 
and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob." . ^ 

Mr. Scott, upon this and the verse that follows it, ob- 
serves, ** We do not read that the Jews ever ruled over 
the Chaldeans, or had any number of them for servant*. 
(See ver. 2.) It may, therefore, be inferred, that still 
more important events were predicted : and, in generali 
all the prophecies relating to the destruction of Babylon 
have, no doubt, a typical reference to the destruction of 
Rome and' the Papal domination, as foretold by St. John : 
which will be followed by the restoration of both Judah 
and Israel in great honour and prosperity, and then this 
part of the proj^ecy will receive a far more signal ac- 
compliefament." 

Isaiah liv. 1,2, 3, is decidedly in favour of our posi- 
tion, "Sing,0 barren, thou that didst not bear; iMroak 
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forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not 
travail with child: for more are the children of the 
desolate than of the married wife, saith the Lord. En- 
large the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy 
cords, and strengthen thy stakes. For thou shalt break 
forth on the right hand and on the left ; and thy seed 
shall inherit the GentHes, and make the desolate cities 
to be inhabited/' 

<< In the foregoing chapter the prophet describes the 
sufferings of Christ, and here he prophecies the increase 
and glory of the church, which should follow ; — which 
indeed were to commence from the time of Christ's pas- 
sion, but would not be completed till . . . after the Jews 
were again restored to Grod's favour." — Bishop Louth. 

Passing by several predictions in Jeremiah, we will 
notice one or two from Ezekiel : " I will accept you 
with your sweet savour, when I bring you out from the 
people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye 
have been scattered ; and I will be sanctified in you he» 
fore the heathen" Ezekiel xx. 4. 

'* This was fulfilled in part by their restoration from 
captivity ; but it seems to be a prediction of the esta- 
blishment of the Christian church ; and also, and indeed 
more expressly ^ of the future conversion of the Jews, and 
their restoration to their own land." — Scott on verses 
40—44, 

" And I will make them and the places round about 
my hill a blessing ; and I will cause the shower to come 
down in his season ; there shall be showers of bless- 
ing !" Ezekiel xxxiv. 26. " Yes, my brethren," saith 
Mr. Bingham, " these will prove enriching showers for 
the whole world : and when the Lord shall return to 
Jerusalem with loving-kindnesses, then all the rest of 
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mankind shall be remembered for good. The fructify- 
ing influence of the former and latter rain, while it en- 
riches the valieya of the delightsome land, shall also 
cause the barren wilderness of the Gentile world to 
blossom as the rose !" 

Mr. Scott observes upon the context, "^ That the de- 
struction of Antichrist, the calling of the Crentiles, the 
restoration of the Jews, into the church and to their own 
land, and the consequent peace and prosperity of the 
church and of the world, can sXoneJuUy answer to the 
energetic language of these predictions." 

Again, saith the prophet Ezekiel, " And the heathen 
shall know that the house of Israel went into cspdritf 
foi their iniquity : because they trespassed against me, 
therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them into 
the hand of their enemies : so fell they all by the 
sword !" And in ver. 27 — 29, " When I hare bronght 
them again from the people, and gathered them out of 
Aieir enemies' lands, and am sanctified in them in the 
sight of many nations ; then shall they know that I am 
the Lord their God, which caused them to be led into 
captivity among the heathen ; but I have gathered them 
into their own land^ and hare left none of them any 
more there, neither will I hide my face any more from 
them :* for I have poured out my Spirit upon the house 
of Israel, saith the Lord God!" 

Mr. Scott makes the following important remarks 
upon these words : " The return of a few Jews from 
Babylon, and their continuance, increase, partial refor- 
mation, and prosperity, till the days of Christ, followed 
by their present long-continued dispersion, under the 
frown of God, and destitute of his Spirit, could in no 
degree answer to these predictions. We are, thmrefore, 
constrained^ either to explain them excteivety of the 
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blessings conferred on the church at large, or to con- 
clude that some future events, exactly answerable to 
them, shall take place in respect of the nation of Israel ; 
and this latter interpretation is far more consistent with 
the obvious method of explaining the Scriptures." 

Let us also appeal to the prophet Zechariah : " And 
it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among 
the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel ; so 
will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing : Fear not, 
but let your hands be strong," Chapter viii. 13. ^' This 
may fairly be looked upon as an imfulMed prediction, 
Judah and the ten tribes having an equal interest in the 
promise : and can anything be more decided 1 This 
cursed race shall yet be a blessing ! May the Lord 
hasten it in lus time !" — Bingham, " The mentioning 
of both Judah and Israel, which had been so long sepa* 
rated, shows that both the curse and the blessing here 
spoken of, in the ultimate sense, belong to the wholo 
body of the Jews : who, as they are a public instance of 
God*s judgments now, so shall they hereafter be of his 
blessings, viz., at the general restoration and conversion 
of that nation." — Lowth, " It may be added that this 
event will be as life from the dead to all the nations ; 
and the Jews shall then indeed be a blessing to mankind 
at large." — Scott, And farther, the testimony Of the 
last-cited passage is doubly strengthened by the 20th 
and following two verses of the same chapter : '' Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, It shall yet come to pass, that 
there shall come people and the inhabitants of many 
cities. And the inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying. Let us go speedily to pray before the 
Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts : I will go also. 
Yea, many people and' strong nations shall come to seek 
the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
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Lord!'' Verily it will be a blessed period for the 
* trorld universallyy when sucb deligbtful prosi;>ects shall 
indeed be realized ! Let us lift our hearts in earnest 
prayer to Jehorah, and ferYently ejaculate, '* Thy king* 
dom come !" 

*' These verses refer to the great accession of converts 
which the Jewish church received between the captivity 
and the coming of Christ ; to the number of Christian 
disciples which the Jewish preachers (the apostles and 
evangelists) made ; and to the future conversions, of 
which the restoration of the Jews will be an eminent 
cause." — Bishop Newcombe, 

" This prophecy has never yet been accomplished ; 
for it is absurd to suppose it accomplished in the few 
Gentile proselytes, made occasionally before the days 
of ike first advent. And if it be not yet accomplished, 
we must look for its completion in the days of the second 
etdventj agreeably to many predictions to which this is 
exactly parallel." See Isa. ii. 1 — 5 ; IxviJ 13, and 
10^—24; and Mic. iv. 1 — 3. — Mr, Faher, 

Consult also an interesting note in Mr. Scott, which 
is too long for insertion here, excepting his valuable 
testimony to our views in the following words : " And 
it is highly probable, indeed there can scarcely be a 
doubt, that numbers of the converted Jews will be 
employed and greatly prospered in the future conver- 
sion of the Gentiles !" See Isa. Ixvi. 19. 

^ 9. From these predictions it evidently appears that 
the conversion of the Jews will be a most extensive 
blessing to the nations of the earth. Mr. Faber, the 
pious and most profound student of phophecy, has, I 
believe, proved to a demonstration, that the general con- 
version of the world will not take place till after the con- 
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tvrskm of the Jewish natioa.* But let not the redder 
suppose for a moment that I mm aa opponent to eflforte.' 
made by an^f Society to promote the oonvension of the 
Gentiles. God forbid ! I have ever been the friend and 
advocate of missionary efforts, and most sincerely wish 
that the number of the dear missionaries may be molti- 
pUed a hundredfold. For although the conversion of the 
worid may not take place till after the Jews are cxua,- 
verted, yet much good has already been done by mi^« 
sionaries daring the last forty years, and much greater 
things will yet be acoomplisbed. Surely no one, who 
is acquainted with the missionary proceedings of the 
present century, will suppose for a mos^ent that the kte 
venerable Dr. Bogue, the father of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, was an opponent to missionary efforts, 
and yet he also considered the conversion of the Jews 
as a most effectual means of promoting the conversion 
of the heathen world. Hear his own words : " The 
Gentile Christian church will by their means be com- 
forted, revived, and animated to glorify God and pro- 
mote the cause pf Christ, while the Mahomedan and 
Pagan nations will feel the happy effects of their aetive 
zeal, and by their labours be brought in vast multitudes 
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. The 
language of prophetic Scripture concerning them fully 
confirms this assertion, Rom. xi. 12, 15, Zech. viii. 23. 
Not to multiply quotations, may we not plainly gather 
from these two that, as the Jews, who were converted 
by OUT Lord's ministry, and commissioned by him to 
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, were the gnind 
instruments in planting the Christian church in the 

* Sermon on the convertion of the Jews, 188S. 
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worldy mnd of fonodiiig the kiagdom of the Redeemer 
aiBOiig the aatioiia ; so, in the latter days, the Jews, 
when oooTerted by Grentiie believers, will be aietive, 
seaioiis, and succeeafui fureachem of the Goi^l, and, 
in a Tery eomieBt degree, contribute their aid in bring- 
ang all the Mahonedan and Pagan nations into subject 
lion to Jesus Christ ? Erery friend iii missions, then, 
must be deeply conTineed that, in seeking ibe salvation 
of the Jews, we are promoting the oonversioii of the 
heathen, and are enlisting feUow-labourexs to assist us 
in the woxk. Their dtspenion in almost every cowlry, 
and their knowledge of almost every laagnage, give 
them pecuiiax -^vantages for* missionary exertions; 
and, I doobt not, is designed hj Providence (fx that 
end. Nothing is wanting but their conversion, of which 
prophecy has assured us. Let every heart,! then, be 
onited to bring to pass that great and blessed change." 
The same idea is thus stated by Mr. Stowell : 

'' Not only from isolated predictions, however, but 
firom the general tenour of the prophecies relating to 
the latter periods of the church, may it be clearly de*- 
duced, that 4he conversion of Israel is to be the first- 
fmitB of that magnificent harvest wl^ich is ultimately to 
be gathered from the whole earth. The exaltation of 
Zion shall be the elevation of a standard, to which all 
nations shall flow together. When the Lord shall arise 
upon her, the Gentiles shall come to her Hght, and kings 
to the brightness of her rising, Isa. Ix. 3.' Her redemp- 
tion is, therefore, the hinge on which revolve the 
destinies of the human race. We may glean many rich 
dusters before her deliverance ; but not till then shall 
the full vintage be gathered. It is an incontrovertible 
fact that, since the Jewish champions of the cross were 

wholly withdrawn from the Chiistian host, compara- 

T 
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lively circumsciibed and imigoificant liaye been the 
conquests of the Church. It was conclusively arfpied, 
on an occasion kindred to the present, by a distinguish- 
ed expositor of prophecy, that there has been nothing 
deserving the name of national conversion since the 
earlier triumphs of Christianity. Does not history thus 
appear to give her testimony in support of that interpre- 
tation of prophecy which we have been advocating ? 
And even judging according to the operation of secon- 
dary causes, it is not difficult to conceive that the resto- 
ration, conversion, and exaltation of Israel must exert a 
mighty, an overpowering influence on the kingdoms of 
the world. An accompUsfament of prq[>hecy so stu- 
pendous, a miraculous interposition so universal, must 
arouse the most insensible, arrest the most heedless, and 
stagger the most skeptical. 

<* But directly, as well as indirectly, are the Jews to 
subserve the evangelization of the world. It is strongly 
intimated by the voice of revelation, that they are to be 
the seed ' sown in the earth,' and ' the joy of the whole 
earth.' Let it be remembered that there have been no 
such evangelists as those which Judah furnished. The 
quarry whence a Paul, a Peter, and a John were hewn, 
is the quarry whence we ought to look for the noblest 
missionaries of the latter days. There they exist, pre- 
eminently qualified already for the missionary enter- 
prise, and only needing the vivifying touch of heavenly 
grace to make them stand up a mighty army, trained 
and harnessed for the conflict. Scattered among all 
people, inured to all climates, familiar with all languages, 
intimate with all customs, disciplined to all hardships, 
they would require no tedious process of preparation— 
they might leap at once, fully appointed, into the battle- 
field. Liong and loud have been the complaints of the 
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Chttrcb, thaty inrhile the hardest is plenteons, the duly- 
fitted labourers are lamentably few. Why have not her 
eyes been turned with more intense expectancy to that 
people, who supplied the glorious band, that bare the 
cross triumphant round the globe ? If, indeed, she tra- 
vail in birth till the world be redeemed ; if she be very 
jealous for the honour of her Lord ; if her bowels yearn 
otrer the misses of maaddnd ; if she be weary of her 
humiliation and reproach ; if she be oftentimes con- 
strained to exdaim, ' O Lord, how long !' then let her 
sympathies, her efibrts, her expectations, and her inter- 
cessions be more concentrated on the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." 

^ 10. To close this subject, I would name the con- 
tonation of the doctrines of our hcdy religion as another 
hsL^y effect of the conversion of die Jews. It cannot 
but be' exceedingly painful to the lover of truth, when 
seriously reflecting how almost every doctrine of the 
Bible is either openly denied or awfully perverted and 
corrupted ; and this is not the case with the wicked 
, and profane only, but many honest and sincere profes- 
sors of the Christian religion hold pernicious errors as 
if they were truth taught in the Bible, merely because 
they were handed down to them as a legacy of their 
forefathers. Such was the case with the apostle Paul 
before his conversion ; he verily thought that Jesus 
Christ had been an impostor, deceiver, and blasphemer. 
But after his conversion, when he was led to examine 
the Scriptures, he renounced the vain traditions received 
of the fathers, and became a zealous defender of the 
faith delivered unto the saints. The Jews, being once 
convinced by the Spirit of God of their guilty and help* 
less condition as sinners before the bar of Jehovah, will 
receive no other Messiah but one who is a Divine per- 
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son, made a peiiaci satbftctioii Un 8in, and brougbfc in 
an everlasting lighteottNieas. Like Thomas»tbej will 
acknowledge Jesua Cknat at tlieir Lord snd t&eir God. 
Then the Jews^ as a nation, will adopt the whf^ of 
that glorioos prediction of Isaiah, which has nerer been 
fufilledy and say, *^ He waa despised and rejected of 
men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted withgrief : and 
we hid, as it were, our faces from him ; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. Sorely he has borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him 
stricken, iimitten of God^ and afflicted. Bnt he was 
wounded for oar transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities : the chastisement of our peace waa upon him ; 
and with his str^s we are healed." Isa. liii. 3 — 5. 
Notwithstanding all that has been said, there have been 
many objections raised' against the Chiistian efforts 
made to promote the conyersion of the Jews. Those 
considered the most weighty I shall answer in the next 
Part. 
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PART III. 



OBJECTIONS TO THE EFFORTS MADE TO 
PROMOTE THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL. 



§ 1 . Having been engaged for more than thirty years 
in behalf of my Jemsh Inrethren, I have had more fre- 
quent opportmiities than others to hear objections, which 
would fin a Yolume. A gentleman in Wiltshire thoi|ght 
the object a very bad one, because thousands had 
nothing to live upon but a little pork ; but when the Jews 
are converted he thought pork would become so «carce 
and dear that many would starve. Another person at 
Leith was quite shocked at the thought of the Jews 
being converted, for he had been taught to believe that, 
when the Jews are converted, the world would be at an 
end, and that to him seemed to be a great calamity, for 
the world was his only portion. But such, and a mul* 
titude of other objections, I shall pass by, and notice 
only one common objection with Jews and infidels, and 
then proceed to answer such as are advanced by those 
who profess to '* pray for the peace of Jerusalem." 

It is a too common assertion, '< that for a person to 

change the religion in which he was born and brought 

T2 



n 



22Z OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

up, is the worst thing he can do, and is a sure evidence 

of his being a bad man, and, therefore, it is very wrong 

to persuade the Jews to become Christians." To my 

Jewish brother I would say, you would certainly be 

shocked at the very thought that our father Abraham, 

who renounced the idolatrous religion of his fathers, and 

worshipped the true Grod, ** did the worst thing a man 

could do, and (hereby evinced himself to be a bad man.** 

Besides, if his conduct was blameable, the blame falls 

on Jehovah, whose express command was the rule of 

his conduct. And dare any one, who is called by the 

name of Jesus, assert such a principle ? Did not He 

commission his apostles and ministers to preach his 

Gospel to every nation ; to open their blind eyes ; and 

to turn them from darkness to light ; from their dumb 

idols, to serve the living and true Qod ? If a Jew or a 

Qentile, for renouncing the religion of his fathers, and 

believing in Jesus Christ, be blameabie^ the blame he* 

Idigs to JescH, who oommajids all to believe in kim^ and 

not to him who obeys this divme coniiBand. Farther, 

is it BOit mdveraany oonsiderflid contrary to veaaon, to 

oonlinue ia Ike erroneous belief aad praotioe of ow 

ibrefallMrv in matters of a temporary or worlidly nature ? 

The haabaadmaB, the mariner, the mechanic, the artist, 

the lawyer^ and the statesmaa^ each and every one coa« 

sideis k hie ditty and privilege to depart from the eld 

■ttstaken views, prinoiples, modee,^ and manners of his 

forefathers, and to Ibliocw the mere^ correct, inqpteved, 

and usefiil ideas and pvinciples of the present day : 

and why should vre not muck noire re a o unce the reli* 

giovs errors of our forefathers, and emkraee tke trw 

religion of the Bible ? Surely il is of infinit^y greater 

imptkrtaiice to seeure our sptrkual and eternal happiness, 

than to io^urove our ten^ral and worldly ctreumstances ; 
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for ^' what is a man profited," saith tlie Lord of heaven 
and earth, *^ if he gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul ? Of what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ?" Matt xvi. 26. However nnscriptnral and 
unreasonable this maxim is, alas ! it is very common. 
I have observed, with much grief and sorrow of heart, 
that it is the foundation of the religious creeds of man* 
kind in general, until the Spirit of Grod impresses on 
their hearts the importance of caring for their precioutf 
and immortal souls. Few can assign a better reason 
why they are heathens, Mahomedans, Jews, or Chris- 
tians, than that their forefathers had been of the same 
persuasion. O, Christian reader ! what is the founda- 
tion of your hope ? why are you a Christian and not a 
Jew? why a Protestant and not a Roman Catholic t 
why an EjHscopaUan or a Presbyterian, &4b., &c. Is 
it because, like the noble Bereans, yon have examined 
the Scriptures, and built upon the foundation that 
God has laid therein ; or have you followed the mere 
example of your forefathers ? Remember, that religion 
is a persimcA thing, and that you and I must veiy soon 
appear at th# bar of Almighty God, and be either ac« 
quitted or condemned, after being tried and judged, not 
by the peculiar creed of our parents, but by his revealed 
will, contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. 

That those who do not care for their own souls should 
object to the efforts made to convert Jews or Gentiles, 
is not strange ; but what shall we say to those who 
pn^ess to i»ray for t^e prosperity of Zion, and yet object 
to these efforts ? In charity, however, we . hope that 
these objections arise from mistakMi ideas, rather than 
from a disposition to oppose that which is good, flus 
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wu the case with the Church at Rome, and, to rectify 
their miBtakes, the apostle faroured us with that all* 
precious 11th chapter in the Romans, so full of encon* 
ragement to seek the salvation of IsraeL Some of these 
objections I wiU notice hereafter. 

^ 2. It has frequently been objected that *' the sins 
of the Jews are so aggravated, and their nature so de- 
praved, that all efforts to promote their conversion are 
useless," 

I was present, and there are others still living who 
remember, when a Doctor of Divinity, who had ccmie 
500 miles to preach at the Jews' chapel, Church-street» 
Spitalfields, a " demonstration " sermon, took for his text 
the institution of the cities of refuge for the protection 
of the mauslayer, and the command of God to put to 
death the wilful murderer ; and from these premises he 
argued, at a considerable length, the impossibility of the 
salvation of the Jews, because they had murdered the 
Lor^ of Glory. It will be in vain to attempt a descrip- 
tion of my feelings while sitting beneath the pulpit. 
For, if the preacher's doctrine had been true, how 
wretched woidd have been my condition, as well as thai 
of my dear Jewish, brethren ! But the Lord gave me 
patience till the speaker had finished. I then apologized 
for him, that doubtless the infirmities of age had so 
weakened his memory, that he had forgotten that, on 
the day of Pentecost, 3000 Jews, whom the apostle had 
charged with having crucified Christ, when th^ asked 
what they must do to be saved, Peter said, ** Repent, 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins." And, blessed be 
God, that the same grace which made Peter's preaching 
effectual to the conversicm of 3000 is still the same ; 
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and the same preciqpa. blood of Cbrist, which procured 

the pardoA of their sins, ne^er loses its pardoning and 

cleansing infloences. 

" Can a Jew be in a mmre hopeless state than that in 

which we and ail mankind were brought by sin ? even 

to be dead in it ; neither desiring nor knowing any need 

of pity or help. Why, then, if ' God hath quickened us 

in Christ,' why doubt him who declared, ' He that be- 

MeTeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live,' 

why doubt this to Jew or Gentile ? The venerable 

Scott says, * When I remember how hard and obstinate 

aa unbeliever I mjfseif once was, and that I was brought 

to call Jesus mj Lord and my God I I cannot despair 

of ai^ human being, nor doubt but the same agency is 

sufficient to make the most scornful Jew worship the 

crucified Nazarene.' None had ever greater proof of 

their enmity against Jesus than St. Paul ; but did he 

despair? No! for he remembered his own former 

enmity, when he had ^ wished himself accmrsed from 

Christ,' cut off from his name, cause, and. people ; can 

he doubt of others ! Nol In Romans xi. he shows 

that their\fiEdl is neither total nor final,* that God has an 

election among them still, f v^. 1— :5,) that their conv^« 

sion is practicable^ (ver. 23,) probable, (ver. 24,) certain,* 

(ver. 26,) that mfmng nrfl.lo.be used, (ver. 14,) that it 

will not oiily.be a blessing to the world, (ver. 12, 15,) 

but will accomplish the great end of all things, the gloiy 

of the Lord, (vmr. 33, 36,) when they shall be* called sod 

saved in the latter day (ver. 26« 27, 32.) Hence Paul 

expected to save some, because he, as well as we, lived 

in the dispensation of the fulness of times (£ph. i. 10.) 

In ver. i7th, dtc, speaking of our being graffed in as a 

• At wy ataaort sU Um fttheBi.*-^SM Whitby's Appsndix to 
Note« on Komans ri. 
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miracle, becante the scion lost its n^ve evil qiialities,lie 
considers it less extraordinary tliat the natural branches 
should bud again, they having an aptness to unite 
with the original stock, which there is not in the wild, 
to receive of the fatness of the true (dire. Grace ac- 
complishes both f it cuts us out of the. olive, wild by 
nature, and grafied us into the true olive, and it is ' able 
to graff them in if they abide not in unbelief.' That 
they may not so abide, he declares to be our charge, who 
are put in trust of the glad tidings purposely for them. 
* Salvati<Hi is come to us, in order to provc^e them to 
jealousy.* They are enemies for onr sakes ! Blindness 
in part has happened to them, and we, through their un- 
belief, have obtained mercy. Our blessings are grant- 
ed purposely, * that, through our mercy, they may obtain 
mercy.' " — Letter to a friend. 

^ 3. Others have objected that, ^* to attempt the con- 
vemion of the Jews is presumptuous. It is interfeiing 
with the work of God. Their conversion will be mira« 
culous. A nation will be bom in a day.** 

I freely grant that the national conversion of the 
Jews will, in a great measure, differ from the conversion 
of individual sinners, whe^er Jews or Gentiles, and that 
such a conversion of the nation will not take, place till 
after they be returned to their own land ; yet may not 
thousands and tens of thousands be converted before 
that event takes ^ place? Is not the salvation of one 
siimer more valuable than the conquest of a W4»rld1 
Hath not the Lord already graciously blessed the present 
efforts to many Jews ? (as has been shown above.) Did 
not our blessed Saviour know that the isonversion of 
the Jews was yet a great way off? and yet he com- 
manded his Gospel to be preached first in Jerasidem ; 
and the apostle Paul, who assured us that the fulness 
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of die Gentiles mmt fint ceme in, before all Israel be 
saved ? yet be went, in everj city, first into the synar 
gogue to preacb to the Jews. 

^ 4. Another objection, frequently met with, is, that 
^ It is prematare ; the time is nOt yet eome ; their 
yindness is not yet removed ; and the fulness of the 
Gentiles is not yet come in." 

I am aware that this objection is built upon the 

declaration of the apostle, *^ that blindness in part is 

happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 

come in ;" but surely the apostle never designed it as 

an objection to prevent Christian efforts to promote the 

conversion Of the Jews, for none was more zealous then 

he himself was to convince the Jews that Jesus was 

the Christ. But let us for a moment inquire into the 

nature of that blindness, and the meaning of the word 

** fulness" the apostle speaks ci^ and I trust the 

reader will be convinced diat that ought n<^ to hinder our 

efibrts in behalf of the poor Jews. It is acknowledged 

by all that the nature of that blindness was not the 

blindness^whieh has came upon all men, as the effect of 

sin— a want of spiritual ' discernment ; but a judicial 

blindness, not to be able ta discern the truth of the 

Messiahship of Jesus, foretold by the prc^het Isaiah, 

saying, " I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 

shAll I send, and who will go for us ? Then said I, 

Here am I, send me. And he said, Go, and tell this 

people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; and see 

ye indeed, but perceive not ; make the heart of this 

people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 

eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 

ears, and understand with theur heart, and convert, and 

be healed." (Isaiah vi. 8 — 10.) To this prediction our 

Lord himself referred, as well as the apostle, in this 

I 
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passage, and elsewhere, as a reason wkf ikm Jews ^ 
aot believe in Christ ia their days. But, thai due 
judicial blindness has ceased Vmg ago, is evident from 
the answer given by Jehovah hiHiself to the question 
proposed by the prophet at the time the awful com- 
mission was given to htm, and whioh reads thns: 
" Then said I, Lord, how long ? And he answered. 
Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 
and the Lord have removed men te away, and there be a 
great forsaking in the midst of ^e land." Seeing, then, 
that this pait of the prediction was literally fulled at 
the destruction of Jennalem by Titus and the die- 
persion of my beloved people, it follows that the 
threatened judicial blindness had ceased. But, if it be 
«sked, ** If that judicial blindness has ceased, how comes 
it to pass that the Jews have continued so long in unbe- 
lief ? Are they not blind stilly'' and do not discern the 
truth of the Messiahship of Christ ?" I answer, there 
may be two diflfoient causes why a person does not dts« 
oem the true nature of an object-— first, if there be a veil 
«pon his eyes ; and, secondly, if the light, by which the 
object is to be discerned, Jbe removed fiom him. Now, 
the former was the case with the Jews in our Lord and 
the apostle's time, when they had the means of grace, 
and the evidences of the truth of ^e Messiahship set 
before them, but they eoold not discern them, although 
it was given to some ; but, since their dispersion, no . 
judicial blindness was necessary, became they have 
been destitute of the means of grace, &c., as will be 
shown more fully hereafter. 

As it respects the other part of die objection, viz., 
''that the fulness of the Gentiles is not yet coom in, 
and, therefore, the Jews cannot be ccmverted," I would 
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snBwet, tke word <* ftdaess " certainly cannot mean " the 
kst GentBe that ever shall be converted,'^ for the 
apostle reasons, in this very chapter, to prove that, afler 
the Jews are converted, more Grentiles will be called 
than have ever been before, (as we have already seen.) 
The word ** fulness," therefore, must mean the same as 
it does in Galatians iv. 4 : '* When the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son," i. e,, when the 
foil period of time wa# elapsed, which God hath de- 
signed and determined, Christ became incarnate ; but 
there has been more time since. So, in like manner, 
when '* the fulness of the Gentiles be come in," i. e., 
when the full number of Gentiles be converted, which 
God has determined in his own mind to be called, be- 
fore the Jews, as a nation, shall be converted, then all 
Israel shall be saved, and, after that, the conversicm of 
the rest of the Gentiles will take place, which will be 
In comparison as the full harvest to the first-fruits. 
Now, however distant that glorious event may be, it 
should not prevent us from using all proper and ne- 
cessary means to promote the conversion of those whom 
God has designed to be called before the conversion of 
the nation takes place, and to be afterward carried as 
** a present to the Lord of hosts, to a people scattered 
and peeled, terrible from the beginning hitherto." 
Hence, although in the beginning of my labours I be- 
lieved that the conversion of my beloved nation would 
not take place in my day, yet I thought it my duty and 
pnviiege to seek the salvation of my dear people, in 
hopes of being useful to some of them ; and that our 
labours have not been in vain, but have been blessed 
beyond the most sanguine expectations, has already 
been shown. I proceed to mention another objection, 

viz, : 

U 
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^ 5. It is needless to use any eflbrts to promote tlie 
conyersioh of the Jews, for ** they have every opportu- 
nity of being convinced of the truth of Christianity, but 
they are so prejudiced against the religion of Jesus, and 
so hate its professors, that they will not believe." Fre- 
quently I hear good people say, " Is it not strange that 
the Jews, after so many years and so much evidence, 
should still continue in unbelief? What an obstinate, 
stubborn, and unbelieving people they are !" Now, my 
dear reader, what would you think if I were to speak 
thus concerning the Gentiles under the Old Testament, 
viz., '* Is it not strange that the Gentiles should ^havo 
continued for two thousand years in unbelief respecting 
the promised Messiah, when the Jews firmly believedi 
and anxiously waited for his coming ? What a ' stub* 
bom, obstinate, and unbelieving people they were!"' 
Would you consider their unbelief a matter of surprise, 
and the opprobrious language just ? Would not you be 
ready to say with the apostle, '' How, then, shall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed 1 And 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
beard ? And how shall they hear without a preacher ? 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent 1" and 
is not this just and powerful way of reasoning equally 
applicable to the state of the Jews for many ages past ? 
*' How shall they hear without a preacher ? and how 
shall they preach, except they be sent ?" and who shall 
send the preachers of the Gospel to the Jews, if Chris- 
tians do not do it ? But Christians have not done it ; 
for, since the time that the aposde said, *j It was neces- 
sary that the Word of God should first have been spoken 
to you : but, seeing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life, we turn to the' Gen- 
tiles," who have turned again to the Jews to preach t<v 
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them *'the glorious Gospel of the blessed God?** 
Should it be asked, *^ What ! have they not heard of 
Jesus ?" I answer, Yes, they all hear of him from 
their very childhood; for their parents auid, teachers 
take good care to inform chem that there had been 9uch 
a person as Jes^us of Nazareth, whom our fathers con- 
demned to be crucified, because he had been a deceiver, 
an impostor, and biaspheraer. Hence his very name is 
held in aUiorrence, and, on hearing it pronounced, they 
are taught to spit on the ground. And are not children 
bound in duty to believe their parents and teachers until 
they are convinced by arguments and evidences that 
their parents and teachers taught them errors ? Bat 
where are they to get these arguments and evidences ? 
To this it is often replied, ** Have not the Jews places 
<>f worship?" Yes, they have; and to their credit, and 
lor the information of new settlers, be it known, that^ 
wherever there are but ten Jewish families, they gene- 
rally meet for worship; but what has that to do with 
ihe subject ? It is repiied, ** What ! do not they preach 
the Gospel?" Strange, indeed, that any Christiaa 
should ever have drawn the conclusion that, because 
Ibe Jews have places of worship, therefore, they hear 
the Gospel ! Who ever went to a Christian place of 
worship expecting to hear the Mahomedan religion? 
How strange and shocking it would sound to a Chris- 
tian ear if he were to hear a Christian ininister recom- 
mending Mahomet, the false prophet, in preference to Je- 
ans Christ! And would it not sound equally strange and 
shocking to a Jewish ear, if the Rabbi in the synagogue 
were to preach Christ and him crucified? Besides, 
why did not the heathen philosophers preach about the 
promised Messiah, as well as they did about arts and 
Muencea, and delivered Lectures on morality? The 
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reason is eWdent, far Ubey themselvss were ignorani of 
the Meseiab, and, ibcrefore, it was necessary that, when 
the tiRte was come that the Messiah was to be '* a light 
to enlighten the Gentiles," that Jewbh aposdes and 
missionaries should preach to them. In like manoMr 
it has now become necessary that Chrisdan ministers 
and missionaries should preach again the Gospel to tho 
Jews. Besides, it is not generally known among Chris* 
tians that, for centuries pctsty there has been no preach- 
ing among the Jews. All their worship consists,^as has 
already been shown, in reading their forms of prayer, 
a section out of the law called^ Sedraht and a chapter 
selected from the other parts of the Old Testament calU 
ed Haphiartih ; these portions are read in the Hebrew 
language, without being either interpreted or explained, 
and few, alas ! understand the literal meaning of the 
words they pronounce. How can such a worship be 
either instructive or edifying 1 ^* Oh that the salvatioii 
of Israel were come out of Zion !*' 

^ 6. Still it is objected that, ^' although the Jews hear 
not the Gospel, yet they Imve the Scriptures, and th^ 
are able to make them wise unto saWatioa.'' But this 
objection also rests upon a mistaken Idea. It takes £or 
granted that the Jews have the Scriptures, which is not 
the case. Let it be remembered that the great and all- 

• 

important question between Jews and Christians is, 
whether Jesus be the promised Me^iah or not. To 
decide the question, it is absolutely necessary to have 
both the Old and New Testament. The former con- 
taininjg the characteristics by which the Messiah ;ivas to 
be destittguished from all others ; and the latter to show 
that all these characteristics hsYO been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. But it is a fact well known, that the Jews haye 
oever yet acknowledged the New Testament as the 
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Word of God, and hence they are ignorant of its con- 
tents, and know not the true character of Christ nor the 
nature of his religion. The Old Testament only the 
Jews believed to be the Word of God, but it has already 
been stated that very few of them possess more than 
those portions read in the synagogue. Hence, although 
I was educated to be a Rabbi, and officiated for seven 
years as a teacher and reader in the synagogue, yet, at 
the age of twenty-five, I had never seen the New Testa- 
ment, nor read the whole of the Old Testament, nor 
heard a single sermon preached. How could I then 
know what kind of a Messiah God had promised to the 
fathers, or whether Jesus Christ had answered the cha* 
racteristics as laid down in the Old'Testament ? 

Let Christians, therefore, send first the Gospel to the 
Jews, and furnish them with the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament, that they may have an opportunity 
of weighing the evidence in favour of Christianity, and 
if after that they still refuse to believe them, they may 
with some propriety say, " They are an obstinate, stub- 
bom, and unbelieving people.^' 

There remains, however, another pa^ of the objec- 
tion to be answered, viz. : '* The Jews might have gone 
to hear the Gospel in Christian places of worship, but 
they are so prejudiced against the Christian religion, 
and hate its professors, and, therefore, it is useless to 
preach the Gospel to them.** To this objection I would 
answer, first, there have been, and still are, many and 
great difficulties in the way of a Jew going to a Chris- 
tian place of worship. For as soon as such a thing be 
known among his people, he is suspected of being 
favourablyincUned to Christianity, his conduct is narrow- 
ly watched, he is forsaken by his friends, admonished 

by the Rabbi, and if he persists in going, he will be cast 

U2 
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oot of the syuan^ogue ; and what is he to do for his Itvinf » 
if single, and still worse if it be a father or in6ther of a 
family 1 '* The young generation of Polish- Russian 
Jews," saith the missionary, Mr. Bergfeldt, ^ are only, 
as it were, kept in fetters by their parents and r^atires, 
or else we should see numbers of them come forward 
and profess the Christian religion." The reader will 
doubtless remember what has already been stated in 
the extracts of letters from Mr. Maitland, and from the 
iournals of missionaries, and much more might be added 
to show that the foar of man has kept, and still does keep, 
multitudes of my dear people from attending Chrtstiaa 
places of worship, nay, even from inquiry. 

The following fact is extracted from the well-authen- 
ticated narrative of S<domon Duitch, a learned Rabbi, 
and teacher of several synagogues in Germany, who, 
having travelled for seven years from place to place, 
under doubts as to the truths of Christianity, at length 
openly confessed himself a disciple of Christ, and hved 
and died in Holland, as a minister of the everlasting 
Gospel. The Rev. Mr. Yos, with whom I became 
personally acauainted in London, had been his fellow- 
sMident at the University of. Utrecht, and they frequently 
afterward, in the exercise of their ministry, exchanged 
pulpits with each other : 

*' In the year 1762, October 21, 1 arrived at one of 
the chief cities of Saxony, which, for particular rea- 
sons, I shall not mention. The Rabbi of the city be- 
haved in the most friendly manner to me. The 24th 
of November I had read so far of my Bible as the 53d 
ehapter of Isaiah, which I took now, for the first time, 
under my proper consideration. The Lord was pleased 
to open the ^yes of my understanding plainly to coffi|>re- 
hend thait the prophet spake here of the Messiah, who 
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was to suffer death lor our sins. But Siatan endeayour- 
ed to raise in me many doubts against that explanation. 
Wherefore I resolved, to conirerse with my friend (the 
aboTe-mentioiied Rabbi) about the contents of this chap» 
ter : neither could I find rest within me till I actually 
went to him. I had scarcely introduced my desire, 
when he looked steadfastly in my face, and made signs 
with his eyes to be silent, immediately repeating some- 
thing out oi the Talmud. In the evening his wife and 
children went to the i^ay-house, leaving us to ourselvesk 
They were scarcely out of sight, before be took me into 
another room, which he locked upcm us. This put me 
into a terrible fright, imagining for certain that he had 
received some intelligence of my case, and would now 
seek to make me answerable for my conduct with my 
life. But I was soon freed from my fears, when, with 
tears in his eyes, he spake thus to me : * O, Mr. Solo* 
mou, my beloved and faithful brother ! I will disclose 
all the secrets of my heart unto you ; but it is under the 
express condition that you keep the secret, for if the ^ 
least word should get vent by you among the Jews, I 
shall, for my own security, charge you with what I shall 
confess to you, and make you the author of it ; in which 
case it is easy to apprehend what a persecution you 
will be exposed to. This presupposed, I wOi now no 
longer withhold from you the secrets of my heart. Did 
you not desire me to explain to you the 53d of Isaiah V 
Having answered in' the affirmative, he went into an- 
other room, and brought from thence a German Bible, 
out of which he read to me, with the greatest reverence 
and devotion, the 26th chapter of Matthew, and then ad- 
dressed me thus : ' My beloved friend, you see here, in 
the d3d of Isaiah, the clearest prophecy of the Messiah, 
who should be scorned and despised^ and even suffer 
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detUh ; and for what — ^for his own trespasses ? Oh no ! 
it was for our iniquities and for our trespasses ; which 
you will clearly perceive, and must be allowed by many 
of our Rabbles. But in that chapter which I have read 
to you out of the German book is contained the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy of Isaiah. Jesus of NcLzareth is 
the true Messiah ; but, alas ! what an unhappy thing is 
that to us ! Our forefathers, who lived in his days, would 
not receive nor acknowledge him as the true'M essiah 
and Saviour ; and, should you ask me why they did not, 
I could answer you a great deal on that head ; but I am 
sorry our time is too short to give a full insight into the 
extreme blindness and prejudices of our forefathers, in 
general, in those days : their poor and unhappy off- 
spring, following their example, have continued in their 
blind ways, and have led us on as blind leaders to this 
very day. O, what shall I, poor wretched creature, now 
do or undertake ? I see clearly the beams of the sun 
shining into my understanding, but cannot possibly rise out 
of the dark cloud. How could I leave my wife, whom 
I love as myself? and how could I abandon my children, 
who are of ray own flesh and blood ? O, my heart, my 
fatherly heart, cannot bear the thought of it ! Besides, 
by what means could I get my bread ? I cannot labour, 
having learned nabusiness, and to seek my support from 
charity is revolting against n^y nature ; besides this, I 
am afraid of being turned off by the Christians, who, 
without doubt, would mistrust my sincerity, after they 
have so often been deceived by false and inconstant 
proselytes. What shall I do, miserable as I am t' 
Having related to him all the ways in which the Lord 
had led me from the beginning, he fell down on his knees 
and shed a flood of tears. It is impossible for me to 
describe the anxiety of his soul ; he prayed with a broken 
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uid contrite heart before 6od« thai he might in pity 
look down upon him, and grant him the same grace as 
had' been granted to me ; to deiiy faimaelf, and unloose 
hia heart from all temporal concerns, enabling him to 
idy and trust in him alone." — See S^ DuUdCs Namh 
twe, Lenden edUion^ 177 i, page 33. 

Oh that the God of my fathers may incline the gene- 
rous and benevolent people in Europe to co-operale 
in the establishment of an American Settlement, to 
afibrd my dear people a place of refuge, where they 
may be able to obtain both employment and Christian 
iastruotion. 

^ 7. Besides, where was the Jew to hear the Gospel 
for centuries past 1 Was not all the western part of the 
Christian world under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction d 
the Pope ? Suppose, then, that a Jew had gone into 
a place of womhip in Spain, Portugal, Italy, France^ 
Germany, Britain, ^., ^.,and, with tears in his eyesy 
had anxiously inquired, '' Men and brethren, what shall 
I do to be saTed ?" And, suppose again, that thA Pope 
hunaelf had been the preacher, what would have been 
his answer ? Why, to be sure, the Pope, professing to 
be the successor of Peter, would giro no other answer 
than Peter did. And what said Peter ? ^* Repent, and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesua 
Christ, for the remission of sins." But would the 
Pope have said so ? No, that would be too easy a way 
of going to heaven ; that would never have filled their 
coffers with silver and gold, nor erected their cloistera 
and cathedrals more magnificent than kings* palaces. 
The Pope's answer would have been, ** Go to the priest,, 
confess your sins, and pay so much for each prayer 
or mass :* give much alms to the poor, fast often, ga 

* A few jean ago, while residing about five miles from this city,. 
we had a Roman Catholic for a servant. She was exceedingly 
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on long and frequent pilgrimages from one cloister to 
another, and do many things besides ; but remember 
that, after all you have done, when you die the work is 
not finished ; your soul must go into purgatory, and, 
therefore, the more money you leave, the more prayers 
will be offered, and the sooner the soul will be released 
from its torments and enter paradise." How amazed 
and astonished would the poor inquiring Jew have been 
1^ such an answer ! Would he have supposed this to be 
the Gospel of Christ or a part of Christianity, or would 
he have imagined to have heard the head of the Chris- 
tian church 1 No, he would certainly have concluded 
the preacher to have been a Jewish Rabbi, for such 
is the creed and hope of salvation of every Jew, 
and the only way he knows how to work out his 
own righteousness. 

^ 8. As it respects the last part of this objection, viz., 
'Uhe prejudices of the Jews against the Christian 
religion, and their hatred of its professors," I deny not 
the faot ; but could it be expected otherwise than that 
they would hate those persons who, for ages togeCher, 
have robbed them of their property, persecuted then 
in every country, tormented Uiem in prisons and inqui- 
sitions, and massacred them by hundreds and thousands 
in cold blood, and all that under the sanction of the 
Pope, the head of the Christian church 1 How could 

economical, and yet every first Sabbath ifl the month, let the weather, 
be what it may, she woold toalk to and from New York solely to 
confess her sins to the priest, and pay him half a dollar each time. 
Oh, the delasioos of Popery ! And, oh, how astonishing great the 
zeal and liberality of the worshippers of such delusions ! How 
few members of Protestant churches pay half as much for the 
support of the precious Gospel, which publishes pardon and peace 
through the blood of the Son of God, as this poor woman did to 
purchase the pardon of her sins from the hand of a priest ! 
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It be expected tbat they woald approve of, and choose 
to embrace, such a religion ? The reader, I hope, will 
excuse the insertion of the following extract from 
'* Emma de Lissau," a most interesting publication^ 
written by a converted Jewess : 
• " Rabbi Selig* detailed many hardships endured by 
the Jews on the continent, particularly in Roman 
Catholic districts. In some places Jews were not 
allowed to reside. In others they might only trade 
during the day, but dare not sleep within the gates : sub- 
jected to a degrading tax and heavy imposts ; despised, 
rejected, and oppressed, even in parts where the light 
of the reformation has spread its beneficial influence, 
Aough the Jew was excluded from receiving the prac- 
tical effect of that divine principle, inculcated by Paul 
in so emphatic a manner, I Cor. xiii. 

" * No wonder, then,' added Rabbi Selig, * that, in 
addition to the already invincible barrier which Judaism 
opposes to Christianity, oppression and injustice have 
raised another formidable fence. Nazarenes adopt our 
Scriptures ; trace the pedigree of their God to the house 
of David ; use the divine songs of the inspired Prince 
in their worship; and declare, that their religion is 
founded on ours ; nay, is the very fulfilment of all the 
types of our august worship, yet deride, hate, and oppress 
us ! What can the most liberal-minded among us think 
of a religion producing suck fruits V " 

But it will be said, " This is not the religion of Jesus ; 

* The aathor, in a preceding page, saith, *^ Rabbi Selig was a man 
of learning, deeply versed in cabalistic mysteries, and devoted to 
the Jewish faith. But he was polished, affable, and as liberal- 
minded as a dev&iU Jew could be, whose cr6ed is an exclusive one. 
His venerable appearance, for he had numbered seventy-four years, 
gave weight to all he said.*' 
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tfai0 principles of ikt New Testament are princti^ee of 
jnalice, love, and humanity." I thai^ Ged that nam I 
know that the fNrinciples of the New Testament and 
the principles of Popery are as diffi»rent as light and 
darkness ; but this happy change was effected by the 
reading of the New Testament, and by the hearing of 
the Gospel in its purity. Let Christians, therefore^ 
furnish the Jews with the same means, and exemplify 
the Spirit of the Gospel by their conduct toward then, 
and, by the blessuig of Grod, the same happy change 
may be expected. 

^ 9. .This leads me to notice another objection, vise. : 
<< No good hath vesuUed from all the efibrts which hare 
been made." This objection is owing to the mere want 
of information. First, great good has actually been 
done, as has already been shown. Deep-rooted preju- 
dice has been removed ; an unpandleled spirit of inquiry 
has been excited; and more than 3000 Jews have 
made a public profession of faith in Christ Jesus ; and 
more than forty are now preaching the Gsospel to their 
farethf en. But when we consider the peculiar situation 
and circumstances of the Jewish nation, we ought to 
. be exceedingly thankful, even if no more had been ef^ 
fected than the mere removal, in a few years, of those 
difficulties which had been accumulating for centuries 
together. Suppose that a large and magnificent palace 
were to be erected on a spot of ground where an im- 
mense large and rocky mountain stood, and many labour- 
ers had been employed at a great expense in removing 
it, no one would say that nothing had been effected, 
although the foundation had only been laid. I cannot 
withhold from the reader the just remarks made by the 
pious Farman when writing on this subject : " A thought 
strikes me here which I cannot omit mmiticming, viz.. 
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That it is only hf patient oontinuing in this work that 
we can expect to see any good done. There are, I fear, 
many good Ghristians-r^mltny real . friends of Israel^ 
who, perhaps, from not haVing well enough considered 
the matter, except that to arise under extraordinary cix^ 
cmnstancea, which they could never think of looking 
forunder ordinary. They seem to be disappointed if, 
under the comfdieated difficnlties which ^xist in all 
Jewish mis»onary stations, and which beset us in this 
capital in a giant-like form, multitudes of. converts are 
not made — when, under the most favourable circum- 
stances in England, (I speak particularly of the non-exis* 
tence of politica.1 obstacles,)- in any parish they would|not 
even look for the conversion of one-tenth of that number. 
They seem to be disappointed if we do not, even before 
we have had time to entrench ourselves^ and take a 
survey of the «neray^8 battlements-— if we do not, I say^ 
iend them an account that the city is stormed and taken* . 
They appear to flag in their love, if we do not quickly 
send them home very encouraging accounts of success. 
We know very well that experi^HQe teaches us a dif- 
fejrent lesson among baptized Christians, at home ;* why 
should we then expect more from unbaptixed Jews,' who, 
the moment they are suspected of any attachment to 
Christianity, "are thrown into prison, there tormented 
with various cruelties, and confined to an indefinite 
period? Christians of England ! judge ye whether you 
imght to expect more from such a sphere than from a 
district where the people can come to hear the Gospel 
onmolested ! I said, I. fear many good Christians have 
wrong ideas of, and consequently have wrong expecta- 
tions from, our missionary work. In writing to a friend, 
not long since, I had occasion to make the following 
remarks, which seem to be apropos here: *V Before a 
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mimionary enters on his work he generally has very 
Wffong ideas of it He pictures tot himself many atie&<* 
tire hearers — perhaps a field of what he may ternir ex-* 
tensive usefulness ; but when he enters upon it ite finds 
ikat he had underrated the power of the devil' on the 
depraved heait of man, and had overrated hisownpow* 
ers. Experience soon teaches him to trust impUeidy 
to God in this work o( faith and labour of love^ Ami 
if he does not, he will utterly iaii in his enterprise; 
We must dig and redi^, plough, and replough.the 
roeky soil. We must -sow and resow the same ground » 
morning, noon, and night,. earnestly pray for the show* 
ers and dews of heaven, and patiently wait for the 
hlessing. If he should thus be the means of bringing^ 
one sinner to repentance-^one lf»t sheep of the house 
ef Israel to the foot of the cross of the only true Mes^ 
siah, how immense in value is the object gained I Could 
the world itself be put into the bakntee, and not he found 
wanting ? ' Thus, my dear sir, would I labour till God, 
of his infinite mercy, be pleased to water hiy his Spirit 
the seed sown ; but nt the same time struggle with him 
in prayer, and give him no rest till he redeem and set 
free his long outcast captives." 

That long, and tried, and faithful missionaryv Mr. 
Marc, speaking of the same subject, says : *' The con- 
viction they now have that Christians offer them the 
genuine Word of God, and even to the poor gratis, makes 
an unspeakable impression upon them, and begins visi- 
Uy to^melt their hearts. Even the Jews in the towns, 
as well the bigoted as the enlightened, begin now lo 
pay more attention, and often- very great attention, to 
the Holy Scriptures, and no doubt the London Society 
has very much contributed to this h^py change. We 
are at the door of a great and happy eveiit among the 
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Jews in Germany. It wiU rarely go on by ^legvees, and 
even when the Holy Spirit shall be visibty poured out 
upon themv it will go on by degrees. The same was 
the case with the Christians in the first century. I 
thank, and praisei and hieBs God^ that he has let me lire 
to see this ttme.^ 

HaringnoticedthepriBieipal objections brought s^gainst 
ChristiaA efforts to promote the conversion of the Jews, 
I will no w answer those suggested against the proposed 
^American Settlement for Jewish proselytes. 

^ 10. It is objected " that to collect the converted Jews 
into a settlement is improper. That under the Christian 
dispensation there is to be no distinction between the 
Jews and Christians ; and that the converted Jews are 
4asi§^Qied to he lighta in the world.** 

Answer. This o([]^ection must refer either to the Jews 
as a nnti^i or as individuals. It <?annot refer to the 
former, for no one inten,ds shutting up the Jewish nation 
in a settlement. • If it respects individuals, I answ^. 
They are not to be separated from Christians, but are 
only to dwell together till they have finished their appren- 
ticeship^ and then mix with Christians. Farther, if they 
are to be lights, in the world, it must be either as mis- 
sionafies or as pri\»ate Christians. In either ease it is 
most desirable that they slrauld be for a time in a settle- 
ment, to reeeive the necessary preparatory instructions. 
This wiirbe freely granted as it respects missionaries ; 
and those who are acquainted with the mode of educa- 
tion and habits of life of those persons who a^ design- 
ed to- form the iSettie^nt, which are neither the rich nor 
the well educated, will need not many arguments to con- 
vince ikem of the advantages of a settlement. The 
.friends of the Jews, who are anxious for their conver- 
oioui lire not only desirous that they should be sav^, t>.| 
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that they dionld escape t&e misery of hell, and eiijoy 
tiie felifcity of heaven, but they wish them also to adom 
their profession, and thus, by theirconversatioa, life, and 
conduct, be a li|^t and example to others. Hence it is 
necessary that they should have an opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted, by precept and example, with the 
doctrines, principles, conversation, and deportment of a 
true Christian, a real disciple and follower of Christ. 
Now, as most of the Jews likely to join 4he settlement 
must be expected to come from Russia, Poland, Prussia,^ 
and Germany, I ask, will it be an easy matter for a Jew 
to meet in those countries with such Christians ? The 

 

Lord, indeed, knoweth them that s,re his, but to the pom: 
Jew they are a hidden people. Suppose that none of 
the difficulties mentioned above of finding employment 
should exist, and that, as the Jew makes up his mind to 
inquire into the truth of Christianity, he should be so 
fortunate as to meet with a master to take him as an 
apprentice, what will be thee onseqnenCe ? He may, 
indeed, learn his trade, and thus be able in future to earn 
his bread by his own industry ; but is it likely that he 
will become a light and example as a true Christian ? 
Alas r what he sees and hears is much more likely to 
make him an infidel, or much worse than he was before, 
Matt, xxiii. 15. As a Jew, h6 w^s taught *to say his 
prayers morning and evening, and never to ait down to 
eat without first washing his hands and repeating his 
prayers both before and after meals ; and the Sabbath 
to him was a day of rest : but now, instead of hearing 
the family calling upon God with the voice of prayer 
and supplication, he hears the name oTthe blessed Jesus 
taken in vain, and that on every trifling occamon. On 
the former p^irt of the Sabbath*day he is compelled to 
. work, and during the remainder of the day lie witnesses 
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the fimitly , like most others, speading it in vain and eia- 
ful amusements. With inany it is a common case, that 
laiowiog the contempt and ridicule they would be ex- 
posed to were it known that they hav^ been Jews, stu- 
diously conceal it, instead of becoming a light to the 
woiid. This is very generally the case with those who 
haye already been baptized. Now, in a settlement these 
difficulties will have no existence. As for Christian 
instruction to be communicated by ministers both before 
and after baptism, notwithstanding the zeal and faithful- 
ness of the minister, yet, for want of employment and 
opportunities, it is too often lamentably defective; while 
in the proposed settlement the proselytes are to receive 
Christian instruction for three hpurs every day during 
their apprenticeship. 

^ 11. It has been asked^ '< Why should the settls- 
jnent be in America, and not rather in Europe, which 
irpiild save much expense ?" . 

Answer, It has already been stated, in the resolution 
of the BerUn Society, thai they have l<mg. felt the want 
of a settlement for Jewish proselytes, and tried to esta- 
blish one, but have not been able to succeed* In other 
places also attempts have been made, but in vain. 
The nature of governments, the prejudices of the peo* 
, {do, the multitude of Christians themselves out of em* 
ploy, 4&c., &;c., have proved insurmountable difficulties, 
but happily none of these exist in America. But this 
leads. to another objectitm, viz. : 

^ 12. " What need is there of a settlement in 
America ; do not the Jews enjoy equal privileges with 
other people V* 

Answer, Even if there were no difficulties of get- 
ting employment for Jews in America, yet, fpr the rea- 
sons assigned in § 10, it would be highly desirable to 

X2 
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liave a settlemeiit ; but the case is otherwise. AUhouf !i 
many of the difficulties which exist in Europe do ncA 
exist in America, yet the poor Jew will: meet with ob- 
'Stacles which no oth^r emigrant meets with; The 
Society for meliorating the condition of the 'Jews are 
not ignorant of these difficulties. To xhe best of my 
reccdlectic^, not a single Jew has been received under 
its patronage for the last ten years. Numbers, indeed, 
have applied, but no situation has been found for them. 
The President, Dr. Brownlee, and others, know how 
often, outof mere compassion^ they have been compell- 
ed to give them some temporal relief, which, however, 
is no efiectual relief to the poor Jew, and yet it becomes 
a harden on the charity of the friends of the Jews, and 
opens a door of hypocrisy. Before I close this part 
of the work I will notice but one objection more, viz. : 

^ 13. <* Hath not the scheme of a settlement been 
tried, and much money expended,* and yet it has ut^srly 
failed? Why the attempt of trying it again ?" • 

Answer, No proper trial hath as yet been made. 
-The object specified in the 2d article of the constitution 

* It has often been asked, *' What hath blecome of the many 
tfaOQsand doiUrs collected by Mr. Frey r* 8o«ae have whispdrdd, 
and others have aaidi 'Hhat Mr, Ffey hath been enriched by it,** 
X solemnly a3sure the reader that every penny I have received from 
the Society hath been earned ** with the sweat of my face," nor* 
hath my ** condition been meliorated '* by being connected with the 
Society'. The name of this institution ought to be changed ; in- 
stead of " meliorating the condition ^f the Jisto,** it should be <*^the 
condition of Okruiieau." For it! waa not It Jew that veceived 
$2,600 as editor of " Israers A^vooate," njoi: was it a Jew whose 
agency to Europe for one year cost the Society $5,50Q ; nor is it 
a Jew that receivea SlOO per annum as^aeoretaiy, nor is it the 
house of a Jew where the board' meets, for which they pay at the 
Xttte of five or six dollars fot each meeting. To vindicate my own 
character, I am compelled, however, rekietantly, tostate thnfc mnefat/ 
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(iitis never been carried into ^ect. For tint article re- 
. qnires " to invite and receive/! but no sack invitatien 
-has ever been sent abroad, nor have steps been taken to 
pBovide in Europe the means of paying the necessary 
expenses of the proselytes across the Atlantic. And 
although an ageni was Bent to Europe at the expense of 
$5,500, yet that agency hath done more harm than good, 
both abroad and in this country. The Society purchasing 
a farm to ni^ke the Jews agriculturists, I opposed from 
the beginning, knowing that it was not a suitable em* 
ployment for a people accustomed to- a wandering life ; 
besides the rules adopted, and the manner in which 
that farm was managed; and the' circumstances con- 
nected with it, which I forbear ta mention, may justly 
be considered as the true cause of its failure. The 
present proposed plan is not connected with agriculture, 
nor with the establishment of a manufactory that will 
require a large capital ; and yet it will furnish employ- 
ment to multitudes, and may be carried on with com- 
parative little trouble by men whose " hecnrt is in the 
work,^ And while it is designed to encourage the in* 
dustrious, it will at the same time furnish them with 
Christian instruction ; it will prove a school for the 
dear Jewish children, a seminary for Jewish mission- 
aries, and be ultimately the brightest gem in the crown 
of American benevolence. America, which is the only 
Christian nation that has not persecuted the Jews, is 
also the only country that can afibrd them an asylum. 
And will American Christians not do it ? Yes, surely 
they will. None has had a better opportunity of wit- 
nessing their love, zeal, and benevolence toward the 
Jews than I had while travelling as. agent for the So- 
ciety. And is that spirit of love, zeal, and benevolence 
extinct! God forbid. 'It has only been slumbering^ 
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mod 9M «xm u the pablic shall be cdBTineBd of ^e 
necessity aad expediency of the proposed settlement, 
and t)iat it is to be managed by a proper Board of Di« 
rectors, they will again rally round the noUe cause, and 
will certainly afford the necessary aid, and not be 
weary in well«doing, especially when they shall dtdy 
consider die precious promises in the next part of this 
work. 
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JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 



. THJi RESTORATION AND CONVERSION OF THE JEWS 
^ AND THE TEN TRIBES. 

• 

^ 1. Who can 'rea4 seriously the history of the Jew8> 
; and not feel himself compelled to exclaim with Moses, 
"What nation is there so great !!* Thwr past exalta- 
tion, their present degradation, and their future glory 
are events unparalleled in the history of nations. The 
first and second of these events constitute a part of my 
" Jewish InteUigeacer,"* their futore glory is pressed 

* *<Th0 Jewish Intelligencer/' large 8vo., pp. 672, well bound. 
Price 128, sold by the author, 25Q Bleecker' street, and by Fan- 
ahaw, 148 Nassau-street. 

OoNTBNTs. — I. Histoty of the Jews, particularly since tbeir 
present dispersion. — II. Origin, Dispersion, and future Restoration 
of the Ten Tribes; — Iff. Jewish Antiquities. — ^iV. Modem Juda- 
ism. — V. History of the Origin ^and Progress of Christian Efforts 
to promote the Conversion of the Jews since, the year 1800. — VI. 
Correspondence with Missionaries' i^mong the Jews.— YII. l^arF»- 
tires of Converted Jews. 

** it usually and necessarily happens, that every new periodical 
interferes more or less with preceding bses. ' The Jewish IntelU* 



250 JUDAH AND I8BASL. 

as the subject of the following sheets. That the Jewish 
nation will be delivered from their present captive state, 
and advanced to a greater degree of happiness and 

gencer,* however, forms an eiception : for while it treats on topics 
confessedly of great interest, there is no work in the country in 
which they are confessedly discassed. It famishes, therefore, a 
large amount of valuable readmg which can /be found nowhere 
else.*' — American Baptist, 

** This work, which has appeared earlier than was at first pro- 
posed in the editor's prospectus, is ea!ceedinffly interesting. In 
treating of the history, the condition, the character, and the prospects 
of the Jews, he handles these interesting subjects as a workman 
who is a perfect master of his business, who has ail the necessary 
tools and implements at hand, and who knows how to apply them 
with readiness and effect to their appropriate pses." — Morning 
Star, 

** We doubt whether there is a man living so well qualified to 
give correct information concerning the origin, history, dispcirsion, 
mnd present condition of the Jews as Mr. Frey. The volume is 
foU of most interesting matter. The style is clear, foniiUe, asd 
filegaat; the arrangement of the matter judicious; and the typo- 
graphical execution highly commendable. . We hope the * Intelli- 
gencer ' will have what it deserves, a wide circulation."— j&a</frR 
Baptist, " * 

** The volume before us contains several subjects, written in ah 
etogance of style and diction worthy of the i«|iutation of the learned 
editor. Whatever is connected with the history of the Jews, es- 
pecially in their dispersed state, must be particularly interesting to 
the reader of the Bible, and especially to the student of |yrophecy. 
*-The Jews, in every age, have been the wonder and admiration 
of every people ; but at this time they are more particularly anas* 
^^mishmeni and a b^f-tDont am&ng all nations. Without anabidii^ 
pUee on the earth, they are found a * peeuliar people ' in ev9ty 
country — sternly and heroically refusing aU aUiane9 with any otbcr^ 
they are * the most itncieat unmingled race known to exist on th6 
face 'of the earth.' But prophecy plainly assures us that, thou^ 
they have been exiles for nearly eighteen c^turies from the land 
of their fathers, yet that they shall return thither again. Already 
the religious connonity are interested i& their behalf. Infuiiy is 
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bfMonr than tb^j bave ever enjoyed, is acknowledged 
by all wbo believe tbe Bible. But very diverse are 
tkeir opinions respecting tbe nature of tbat deliverance 

daily made as to their present condition, and the prospect of their 
future adTHncement to that primitive pre-eminence from which 
their infidelity has so long degraded them. We know no work to 
well calculated t» answer that inqairy as the me befoi e uSw The 
Jatwfl are an abiding moonment of the truth of our religion. Their 
history is a miracle : not less so in their present dispersed state, 
than when pioneered from Egyptian thraldom through the Red Sea 
and tbe Arabian deserts, by a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by 
night. * A work, then, devoted to the cause ofsuch a people must 
beinteresting, and mast receive encouragement.*' — Baptist Banner. 
. Fbom ths Rbv. i. Knkwt.-^" Brtxipn HiU, May 36, 1837.^ 
I have read the ' Jewish Intelligencer ' with pleasure and profit. It 
i8»in my opmion, a most interesting work. Many histories of \heJeW9 
have at diiferent times been published ; but what renders this vo- 
lume particularly valuable is, its being the production of a converted 
Jew of no ordinary attainments in Hebrew science, whose state- 
xoMts, havifig been once n Jewish Rabbi, il may be expected are 
oorrect, and will afford, aanch inatro^tion respecting that once 
h^hly-favoured pe<^le^ which is seldom to be found ; while at the 
same time it is well adapted to confirm the minds of Chriatiant in 
the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

'* Your account of *■ the origin, dispersion, and future restoration 
of the Ten Tribes ' ia, I think, Entitled to special notice ; and what- 
ever difierencea of opinion may exist on that subj€i:t, no one, whoi 
reads your remarks with attention, can refuse to give you credit for 
your endeavours to elucidate it. 

V* I rejoice to hear of the sudcess of your labours \xx America, and 
most sincerely do I hope that, on your return to that country, it 
will be long continued and increased ! You have two objects, jt 
seems, in view in visiting £urope ; one is to collect materials and 
open a correspondence to enrich' the future volumes of the ' Jewish 
Intelligencer i' God grant that in this laudable undertaking your 
intentions may be fully answered ! The other object is, * to facili- 
tate the gratuitous distribution among the Jews of your publication, 
entitled * Joseph and Benjamin,' in the English language, in which 
it is DOW published, and also to get it translated and printed in the 
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and the means by which it is to be effected. Many divines 
suppose, that the Jews will be converted to Christ in < 
their present dispersed state by the usual means of 

grace, and then be mixed with Christians, so as to be 
no longer known as a distinct people. Others are of 
opinion that they will be converted in their dispersed 
state, and after that return to their own land» and be still 
preserved a distinct people ; but there are not a few 
who believe that the nation at large will return to their 
own land before their conversion, and that a remnant 
will be converted, who will not return with the nation, 
but will afterward be canied " as a present unto the 
Lord of hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and from 
a people terrible from their beginning hitherto ; a nation 
meted out and trodden underfoot, whose land the riven^ 
have spoiled, to the place of the name of the Lord of 
hosts, the Mount Zion," Isaiah xviii. 7 ; when the nation 
will be converted in a remarkable manner, as was the 
apostle Paul, beholding the Lord Jesus Christ. That 
the last of these opinions appears to be the most Scriptu- 
ral, I shall now endeavour to prove. 

^ 2. An opponent to the literal restoration of the Jews 
says, " It is possible, we say, that the Jews may be 

German language.* May your efforts likewise for the accomplish* 
ment of this benevolent and important design be amply rewarded ; 
for it appears to me that * Joseph and Benjamin * is a book- which 
is eminently calculated for usefulness, both to Jews and Christians, 
to convince the former^ if they will read it, that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah, of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets did write ; 
and to establish, strengthen, and settle the latter in their know* 
ledge and belief of the troths of -Christianity. ' Ora et labora * is 
ftu excellent motto. Follow this advice, ^ Nil desperandom !* " 
The publication of the second volume hath been delayed by my 
agency to Europe, where I have obtained much interesting and 
important matter, and shall be glad to commence it as soon at a 
sufficient number of subscribers may be obtained. 
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T86tored to their own land, with very mistaken eispec-' 
talons, retaining still their carnal prejudices, rejecting 
the Son of David, who is come, and vainly looking for 
another ; and that they may afterward, by a fresh pen- 
tecostal effusion, be cured of their fatal blindness and 
become obedient to the faith. The question is, what are 
the Scriptural grounds for such an expectation V*— 
Eclectic Review for 1829. (Third series. No. 3.) 

Well, " to the law and the prophets,'* and after I shall 
have established, from the Scriptures and other argu- 
ments, the literal restoration of our people to their own 
land in an unconverted state, I will endeavour to answer 
the principal objections that have been brought against 
the proposed scheme. But there are two methods which 
have been alternately employed to evade the force of 
the arguments in the passages I shall quote, which eva- 
sions I shall endeavour to notice as I go along. These 
methods are, either that the prophecy has been already 
fulfilled, or that it is to be understood in an allegorical 
sense, and to be applied either to the spiritual conver- 
sion of the Jews, or to the conversion of Gentiles, the 
spiritual Israel. 

^ 3. " The following rules may be useful in assisting 
U8 in ascertaining whether prophecies respecting the 
Jews are yet to be fidfilled : 

1. " When Judah and Israel (the name Israel being 

used, in contradistinction to Judah, to designate the 

Ten Tribes) are both included in the promised bless^ 

ings. 2« When the house of Israel, or Ephraim, or 

Joseph is evidently the object of the promise. 3. When 

the promise, though addressed to Judah, can with no 

propriety from the nature of the language be considered 

as fulfilled in the. recovery from Babylon. 4. When 

the prophecy was delivered after the return of the Jews 

Y 
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from BabyloB. 5. When the tiioe for the events is de* 
signated by the term latter days, or the order and series 
of the prophecy neceesarily refer us ft> a period subse- 
quent to the first advent of Christ 6. When the pro- 
mise is accompanied by predictions of universal peace.''* 

^ 4. A judicious writer in the " Jewish ExpoeiUnr," 
says, ** They have generally applied the prophecies re^ 
lating to the reetoraticm of the Jews, and the ten tribes, 
and the consequent happy state of that nation, and also 
of the whole Christian world, which is to happen in the 
latter times, (and which is frequently styled in Scripture 
the reign or kingdom of Christ,) to the church of Christ, 
as it has hitherto subsisted in the world ; applying the 
terms Israel, the seed of Abraham, the city of Jerusa- 
lem, in an allegorical sense to the Christians, or the 
Christian church in general, whenever they meet with 
them with a promise of great happiness annexed; 
whereas the great happiness, which is the principal 
subject of all the Old Testament prophets, appears to 
me to be nowise applicable to any state of Christianity 
that has ever yet existed, but to relate to the conversion 
and restoration of the literal Israel, the Jews, and the 
ten tribes, in the latter times, and to that reign of Christ 
when the church shall be triumphant." 

Another writer observes,. " The Gentile takes up his 
station on Gerizim, and, engrossing all its blessings, 
consigns its original occupants to the possession of the 
curse of Ebal. The Gentile, enjoying the figure, over- 
looks a literal fulfilment to the Jews. Canaan is trans- 
ferred to his own bosom, or placed in heaven above, 
anywhere but in the land of Canaan^* — American ChriS' 
tian Spectator, 1826, p. 514. 

* Bingham's Discourses. 
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Another says, " We would ask our spiritualizing in- 
terpreters what they would have to offer with respect to 
this prophecy ?'' (alluding to Ezek. xxxvi. 1 — 5, 8, 12.) 
'^ Without doubt, spiritualizing will boldly affirm that 
the prediction which Ezekiel addresses to the moun- 
tains of Israel contains nothing about their return to 
their own land — as the Papists maintain that, after the 
consecration of the wafer, nothing of real substance re- 
mains, but it is really and substantially transubstantiated 
into the body of Christ, although they cannot deny that 
the outward appearance continues to be that of a wafer. 
So these persons, taking a bold flight in allegory, will 
tell us tha,t the mountains, hills, rivers, valleys, desolate 
wastes, and cities of Israel in the prophecy, are to bo 
understood of the Christian church among the Gentiles ; 
and that the return of the children of Israel to those 
places only means their conversion to Christ." — Ibid. 

^ 5. 1 will now proceed to show, from the Scriptures, 
that the Jews, as a nation, will return again to the lite* 
ral Canaan before their conversion. There is scarcely 
anything more frequently foretold than this glorious 
event. To quote all the passages relating to it would be 
an endless task : I shall therefore select but a few as a 
specimen. We will begin with Moses. '^ And I will 
bring the land into desolation ; and your enemies that 
dwell therein shall be astonished at it : and I will scat- 
ter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword 
after you; and your land shall be desolate, and your 
^ties waste. Then will I remember my covenant with 
Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my 
covenant with Abraham will I remember ; and I will 
remember the lalid. The land also shall be left of tbemi 
and shall enjoy her Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate 
wilhoat them : and they shall accept of the punishment 
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of their iniquity ; because, even because they despised 
my judgments, and their soul abhorred my statutes." 
Lev. xxvi. 32, 33, 42 — 45. In the preceding verses 
Grod threatens judgments to overtake our nation for their 
sins and disobedience to his law ; and then promises 
that he will not utterly destroy them, but remember his 
covenant made with our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, which covenant reads thus : *' And the Lord 
said unto Abraham, after that Lot was separated from 
him. Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art northward, and southward, and east* 
ward, and westward ; for all the land which thou seest 
to thee will I give it, and thy seed for ever." Gen. xiii. 
14, 15. 

. ^ 6. The learned Dr. Mede, in his answer to Dr. 
Swift's fourth letter, gives the following explanation of 
this text, which deserves particular notice : '* I doubt 
not," says he, " but you have felt some scruple (as well 
as others) at om* Saviour's demonstration of the resur- 
recticm in the Gospd. Matt. xxii. ; Mark xiii. CrOd 
said to Moses in the bush, ' I am the God of Abraham, 
and the Grod of Isaac^ and the God of Jacob : God is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living.' Ergo, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob must one day rise again from 
the dead. How does this conclusion follow 1 Do not 
the spirits of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob yet live? 
God should then be the Gcod of the living, though their 
bodies should never rise again. Therefore, some So* 
einians argue from this place, that the Spirits of the just 
lie in the sleep of death until the resurrection. Or 
might not the Sadducees-have replied, the meaning to 
be of what God had been, not of what he should be, 
viz.. That he was that Grod who had once chosen their 
fathers, and had made a covenant with them ; ' I an the 
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Lord that brought Abraliam oat of Chald^i, who np- 
peared to Isaac and Jacob while they li?ed,' See. 
But how would this then make for the resurrection? 
Surely it doth. Me that eoiid not en s^id it. Let xm 
see, therefore, how it may. 

" I say, therefore^ the words mustbemtderstodd wkh 
ft [Supply of that they haYe reference to, which is the 
c^rrenant which the Ixnrd made with AbrahaiHy Iswic, 
mA Jac^b, ns respect whereof he ealis himself tlwir 
Qifd. TMs eoyenant Was^ to give unto them and to 
their seed the land wherei^r they were str&ngets, 
{toAtk it$) not their seed, or offspring on)y^ but to 
themselfes. 

"To Abraham, Gen. jdii. 15; itvil. 9. To Isttae, 
Gen. xzvi. 3. To Jace<y, Qeft. 3»xr. 12. To all three, 
EjEOd. vi. 4, 8. Deut. i. 8 ; xi. 31 ; and xxx. 20. If 
God then made good to Abraham, Isaflo, and Jacob 
this his eo¥ena«t, thereby he undertook to be their 
God ; then they must tteeds on^e day live agadn to in- 
herit the promised la«^. Which, hieherto, they have not 
done. For the God that has coYenanted wiih theoi, 
covenanted not to make his promise good- txytheafi dead, 
bat living: This is the sti^^gth of the divme argument, 
and iyrefrag«ible ; which otherwise wwM liOt Mat any 
soeb eonchiBictti.'^ 

Now, ai» the essence of the covenaAt^ nSadtt- With Our 
(exhets Bstkd their naturai posterity, was the j^sWsSslng 
4ii» bttd of C^Maata literally, and as the Lord h&s pto^ 
mi^d he wi& i'6meiii^>er t&e covenant dttririg their cap- 
tivlty, it must meitti t&at he wiH bring them agaiin inlM> 
the Uterai CortMtn. What else can be the meaning <tf 
thetie words, << and I win remenlber thef lai&d,'' btti this, 
that God wottid put an eM to its desoli&tidn; by i^stbring 

Y2 



258 JUDAH ILND ISRAEL. 

it to its ancient inhabitants, to be cultivated and reple- 
nished by them 1 

§ 7. It is a poor evasion, to say that this promise 
'Was fulfilled at their return from Babylon, because the 
restoration to their own land for a few ages, and a sub- 
sequent dispersion for near four times as long a period, 
among all nations, without any hopes of return, can 
never be the true meaning of giving that land to the 
seed of Abraham for ever. Besides, it has justly been 
observed, ''that it is not unusual for the same thing 
(the passover, for instance) to refer immediately to 
one event, and remotely to another ; so it is common 
for a prophecy to have a partial fulfilment in something 
at or near the time, and a more perfect one at some 
distant period. God's works being whole, and the end 
seen from the beginning, there is oQen a dignified ana- 
logy between them : system, as it were, within system ; 
one train of events making way for another, and fur- 
nishing an earnest of its fulfilment. Thus the kingdom 
of the Messiah is manifestly predicted on the 72d Psalm, 
though it is mostly under the form of the prosperous 
reign of Solomon." 

Mr. Faber, speaking of the prophecy in Joel, says, 
** This is applied by St. Peter to the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of pentecost, though strictly re- 
lating to the era of the restoration of the Jews, and the 
glorious period of the millennium. The first advent of 
Christ is frequently considered by the inspired writers 
as a sort of type of his second advent ; whence we find 
that predictions, which properly belong to the one period^ 
are often applied by anticipation to the other. Thus, 
in a similar manner, the apostles apply the prophecy of 
David in the second Psalm, to the conspiracy of the 
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chief princes with Herod and Pontius Pilate against our 
Lord : yet, if any one will compare that second Psalm 
with the description of the Word of God routing his 
enemies congregated, in the 19th chapter of the Apoca- 
lypse, he will be convinced that it does not receive its 
ultimate accomplishment till the second advent, whether 
literal or spiritual, at the commencement of the millen- 
nium." 

In like manner in this place, as the calamities threat- 
ened were not to be inflicted at once, but gradually, 
and some repeatedly, as ver. 29, '*Ye shall eat the 
flesh of you sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall 
ye eat ;" which has literally been fulfilled in the siege of 
Samaria by Benhadad, (2 Kings vi. 28, 29 ;) in the siege 
of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, (Lam. iv. 10 ;) and in 
the last siege of Jerusalem by the Romans, as recorded 
by our own historian Josephus ; so likewise the pro- 
mise was to be fulfilled as often as needed ; as often as 
they were banished from the land given by the covenant 
to our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, so often shall 
they be restored to enjoy it, and therefore the promise 
is yet to be fulfilled. I wish you, dear reader, to re- 
member this observation, as it is applicable to many 
other predictions, which I shall name hereafler. 

^ 8. " The reader, who consults the marginal refer- 
ences," says Dr. Scott, " will in them find the most in- 
structive comment on this chapter ; and be more and more 
coavinced, as he proceeds, that it is a kind of propheti- 
cal history of that nation, ev«n to this present time.^^ 

Again he says, ver. 31 — 35, " Indeed the dispersed 
state of the Jews, since the destruction of the temple by 
the Romans, more fully answers the import of the sub- 
sequent prediction than even the desolations of the 
Babylcmish captivity." And on ver. 43 — 45 he says. 
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" A gloriotts ftccomplisbment of this psit of the pro^ 
plMey may hereaftor be expected by the conTenion of 
the Jews to Christ, and probably by their restorafion to 
their owa land ; and after the fulfiUnent of the prerioiie 
threatenings, in their present dispersion of above twelve 
hundred years' daration, they are eiill most mifacuknisly 
preserved a distinct people, evidendy in order to this 
most desirable event." 

^ 9. I will next call yoar attention to the pniphecy 
in Dent. zxx. 1-c-^. '* And it shall come to passr when 
all these things are come npon thee, the blessing and 
the curse which I have set belore theey and thon shalt 
call them to nmbd among aU the nations whither the 
Lord thy God hath driven thee, and shrit return nnto. 
ihe Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice, aoconfing 
to all that I command thee this day, tiurn, aid thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul ; 
that then the Lord thy God will tarn thy captivirf , and 
have compassion upon thee, and will remm and gather 
Aee from all the nations whither the Lord thy God 
hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven ont unto 
the outmost part of heaven^ from thence will the Lord 
thy God gather diee, amd from theaee will he Uftch 
thee. And the Lord thy God wiH briiw thee into the 
land which thy fathers possessed, and thou rittlt possess 
it; and he will do thee good, and nMdt^ly thee above thy 
fathers. And the Lord tfay God w^ ciimimdae thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, t» love* liie Lord ihy 
God with all thine heart, and with aU thy sold, that 
thou mayest live." Now, that thiw ie a peedictaon yet 
to be Mfiled in the hi0rai pestumttian^ of my behyved 
people to their own land> and that €ffterward they Aai& 
be truly converted to God» will evidently appear, if we 
consider that it has never had its fulfilment. It ie iaap« 



FART IT. 261 

plicable to their return from the Babylonian captivity, 
daring which time they were very far from being scat- 
tered among " all people, from one end of the earth to 
the other." Neither can it be said that the hearts of 
the people were . generally circumcised, so that they 
loved God with all their heart and all their soul during 
the interval of their return from Babylon and their being 
scattered by Titus. For the Rabbins themselves, as 
well as Josephus, say that our nation, at the time of the 
siege of Jerusalem by the Romans, were more wicked 
than ever, and that therefore the coming of the Messiah 
was delayed until they shall repent ; nor has the other 
promise been realized, ver. 5, " to do them good, and to 
midtiply them above their fathers." Consider next, 
that as it is allowed by all, that at least many of the 
calamities in ch. 27 — 30 were inflicted literally on our 
nation soon after their dispersion by Titus, why should 
not the blessing of deliverance and restoration to the 
land which " our fathers possessed^ and shall possess," 
be literally fulfilled ? 

^ 10. Bp. Newton says, " The design of the work 
will permit us to take notice of such (predictions) only 
as have some reference to the latter ages ; and we will 
confine ourselves principally to the 28th chap, of Deu- 
terosiomy, the greatest part whereof we may see accom- 
plished in the world at this present time. I know that 
some critics make a division of these prophecies, and 
imagine that one part relates to the former captivity of 
the Jews, and the calamities they suffered under the 
Chaldeans ; and that the other part relates to the latter 
captivity of the Jews, and to the calamities they suffered 
under the Romans : but there is no need of any such 
distinctions ; there is no reason to think that any such 
was intended by the author : several predictions on the 
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one part^ as well as on the other, hsTe been iUilled at 
both periods, but they hare all more amply been folfilliag 
daring the latter period ; and there cannot be a more 
lively picture than they exhibit of the state of the Jews 
at present." ^nd after haring pointed out in many pai« 
ticulurs the literal fulfilment of these predictions, he 
obeenres, " Here are instances of prophecies, prophecies 
delivered about three thousand'' years ago, and yet we 
see them fulfilling in the wcMrld at this V9ry time" 

^11. Dr. Scott says, *' All these curses, which were 
denounced against the Israelites when disobedient, have 
indeed uniicntnly overtaken ^em, in every situation and 
in every country, from that day to thu; as must be 
evident to every person who is in the least acquainted 
with their history." And on the prediction under con- 
sideration he says, <* This passage evidently refers to 
the prophetical denunciations of the two preceding chap* 
ters, which had their main accomplishment in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans, and in the con- 
sequent dispersion of the Jews to the present day ; little 
doubt can, therefore, remain that these prophetical plK>- 
mises are yet unaccomplished, and that the rdics of the 
nation shall, in some future, if not very dbtant, period, 
be converted to Christ, and probably be gathered toge- 
ther, and reinstated in Canaan. The language here 
used is in a great measure ahsohte^ not containing irfere- 
ly a eanditiantd eneouragement^ but predicting on event 
which would absolutely take place : for the Lord him- 
self engaged ' to circumcise the hearts ' of the people ; 
and when regeneration has taken place, and divine love 
has supplanted the love of sin, then certainly they will 
consider and repent, and return to God and obey him." 

^ 12. From what has been said, dear reader, you will 
perceive that this prediction proves my proposition, that 
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our people wiU rotam litwally to tlw land whick God 
gave to our fathers ; , and that they will retmrn in an tm- 
eenverted state ; for the circumoisioa of the heart, or true 
conversion to Giod, is to succeed their restoration to the 
land. It is of great importance to remea^er this order 
established by God himself; for you must know that 
there are not a few who grant ^t this prediction has 
not been fulfilled, but will be accomplished in the con- 
version o( the Jews wherever they are ; and thai to be 
gathered to the land of Canaan, ** the land which our 
fethers did possess," is not to be understood literally, 
butallegorically, of heaven ; of which Canaan was a typo. 
True, Canaan was a type of heaven ; but does Giod pro- 
mise to gather them ** out of all people from one end of 
the earth to the other, and bring them into heaven ?"->- 
What, before their hearts are circimtcised to love him ? 
Has Christ changed the order of things ? Has it now 
become possible for sinners to enter the kingdom of God 
without being bom of the Spirit ? Consider, also, that 
surely the land which Abraham could ^' see with his 
eyes," and '* in which he was a stranger," the land in 
which Isaac "sojourned," the land on which Jacob *' lay," 
must be the very land of Canaan itself, and no other 
place in heaven or earth. But these are the terms which 
the Lord employs to define the promised land, that land 
which he promised to the patriarchs, " and their seed 
iot ever, for an everlasting possession." Besides, what 
does it mean when God adds, " I will multiply them 
above their fathws ?" *' And the Lord thy God will 
bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, 
and thou shalt possess it ; and he will do thee good, and 
multiply thee above thy fathers." (Deut. xxx. 5.) Is 
this applicable to the inhabitants of heaven ? No, my 
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dear reader, it is the Canaan once possessed, which they 
shall possess again. * 

^13. But let us proceed to hear what the prophets 
say on this interesting subject. We begin with the 36th 
chapter of Ezekiel, which, after you have carefully read 
over, you will perceive that it contains a promise of tern* 
poral and spiritual blessings. The spiritual blessings 
consist in regeneration and reconciliation with God. 
" Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean; from all your fiilthiness and from all 
your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you ; and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I 
will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and 
ye shall keep my judgments, and do them," Ezek. 
zxxvi. 25 — 27 ; by the power and influence of the 
Holy Spirit they should be quickened and have a new 
nature implanted, the blood of Jesus applied to their 
hearts to cleanse their guilty conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God ; and the purifying and 
sanctifying influence of grace, to enablb^them to die 
unto sin and live unto newness of life ; and thus Godi 
would again be their Grod, and they should be his people. 
Among the temporal blessings promised is, first, their 
return to their own land, which is to precede their rege- 
neration, agreeably to the order, ver. 25 ; then, i. e., 
after having been " gathered out of all countries and 
brought into their own land," ver. 24, then they shall 
experience the change of heart promised. 

^14. Now, whatever partial fulfilment this prophecy 
may have had at the return of our fathers from Babylon, 
it is very evident that a far more complete accomplish- 
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ment of it is to take place in fotiire. For in yer. 1 1 the 
promise is, that God would do better uoto them than at 
their beginning; but it i^ a fact well known, that the 
outward condition of our people was nev^r so prosperous 
after the captivity as it had been before that catastrophe. 
This remark is equally true with respect to their spiritudi 
state ; for, as has been discovered before, that, when our 
fathers had returned from Babylon, instead of being 
regenerated and reconciled to God, tbey rather grew 
worse, and crucified the Lord of glory ; and instead of 
God's being their God, and they his people, they were 
cut off; the wrath of God came upon them to the utter* 
most, and others, who were not the people of God; 
were adopted in their stead. The land, instead of being 
like the garden of Eden, the admiration of men, has be- 
come the habitation of owls and the dwelling-place of 
wild beasts. Farther, the persons to be restored are 
repeatedly said to have blasphemed the name of the 
Lord among the heathen ; but this character i^ not 
aj^icable to our fathers in the Babylonish captivity : 
instead of being profane, they seem to have been so 
conscientious as not to sing the song of Zion in a strange 
land. 

Again, in verse 12, &c., it is promised, that the land 
should never be bereaved of its inhabitants ; but, since 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, very few 
of our people have lived in the land of our fathers. 
Farther, this people is to be gathered ouf of all coun- 
tries ; but the captives of Babylon were chiefly confined 
to one country. This prophecy, therefore, dear reader, 
is in perfect unison with that of Moses, which we have 
considered before ; and they both confirm the sentiment, 
that our nation, however scattered in all countries, will 

return to the land which our fathers did possess ; . then, 
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as a nation, tbey will be converted to God, and clotIi# 
themselves in dust and ashes ; then the Lord will do 
them good,, better than heretofore. 

^ 15. On this prophecy Dr. Scott has the following, 
notes : " The Lord declared that he would replenish 
the land, and not suffer it any more to be desolated, as ii 
had been during the Babylonish captivity, and that he 
would not any more give the heathen occasion to re- 
proach it. -Though the whole land of Israel was not 
desolated after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro- 
mans, as it had been after thai by the Chaldeans, yet the 
slaughter made among the Jews was far greater, and 
they were entirely driven out of the land, and have con- 
.tinucd in a state of exile from it for above seventeen 
hundred years. It *seems, therefore, unavoidable, but 
that we must refer the full completion of this prophecy 
to some future event, when the land shall again become 
fruitful, and be inhabited by the nation of Israel to the 
end of time. 

*' In allusion to the divers washings and sprinklings 
of the ritual law, the Lord promised to sprinkle clean 
water upon his people, and make them clean from aU 
their filthiness and idols. Clean water is the universal 
purifier of our persons, garments, houses, streets, and 
cities ; and, under both the Old Testament and the 
Christian dispensation, it hath been used as an emblem 
of the cleansing of our polluted suuls from sin. But no 
water, however clean, or* in what mode soever it be ap- 
plied, can do more than take, away the filth of the fiesh ; 
except as it is used as an outward sign of the inward 
spiritual grace of the Gospel. Water, especially, is the 
sacramental sign of the sanctifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit ; yet this is always connected with the atoning 
blood of Christ. When the latter is applied to the con* 
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science, through faith, to cleanse it from dead works, 
the former is always applied to all the powers of the 
soul, to purify them from the^love and pollution of sin; 
and thus the sinner is washed and sanctified, ami justi- 
fied in the name of our Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. But of whom was this spoken ? Doubtless, 
many of the Jews who returned from Babylon were thus 
renewed and sanctified ; yet numbers of them continued 
strangers to such special blessings, though preserved 
from outward idolatry. These promises are pleaded by 
all true believers, in every age, and fulfilled to them ; 
and this may be called the spiritual meaning. * But the 
context speaks so expressly and repeatedly of the house 
of Israel being restored to the land which the Lord had 
given to their fathers, that, in the prophetical meaning, I 
apprehend it greatly confirms (he opinion of those who 
suppose that, after the Jews shall be converted to Christ, 
they shall also be restored to their own land. . Then 
Uiese. promises will be fulfilled in them in their fullest 
meaning ; and the subsequent part of the prophecy will 
be Hterally accomplished in the sight of all nations ; 
and the Jews, no doubt, are preserved a distinct people 
on purpose to make way for this great display of the 
Lord's power and truth, and thus demonstrate to all the 
world the divine original of the Holy Scriptures." 

'* In this chapter," says Matthew Henry, ** we have 
two distinct prophecies : the one seems chiefiy to 
relate to the temporal estate of tho Jews, wherein 
their present deplorable condition is described, and the 
triumph of their neighbours in it ; but it is promised that 
their grievances shall be all redressed, and that in due 
time they shall be settled again in their own land in the 
midst of peace and plenty, (ver. 1 — 15.) The other 
0eams chiefly to concern their spiritual estate." 
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* 

^ 16. There jire other prophecies, which will be 
considered hereafter, some relating to the restoration of 
the ten tribes, and others speaking both of Jadah and 
Israel. The two we have now considered relate to 
Judah, or the two tribes dispersed by Titns. I agree, 
that the spiritual blessings promised in these predictions 
are applicable to the conversion of every sinner, whether 
Jew or Gentile ; but the circumstances mentioned be* 
lore and after the spiritual change, in ver. 25 — ^27, ought 
to lead us to be just before we are charitable ; i.e., we 
ought to apply them first literaUy^ as ti promise' to the 
natural descendants of Jacob, and then use ihem as an 
illustrati&H of the nature of the conversion of every 
other sinner. The persons to whom the promise pri« 
manly belongs are such as have dwelt in the land of 
OUT fathers, but have been driven out for a season be- 
cause of their sins ; but for the covenant made with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Jehovah will gather them 
again, and bring them into^their land, ancT they are to 
possess it for ever. This character^ therefore, is not 
applicable to every sinner. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SUBJECT. 

I will again invite your attention,^ my dear reader, to 
a few more predictions, which foretell the restoration of 
my beloved people to their own land, and their conver- 
sion unto God> and the happy reunion of Judah and 
Ephraim. 1 begin with, 

^ 1. Ezekiel, chap, xxxvii., in which you will ob- 
serve that the prophet sees in a vision a valley of dry 
bones ; he is interrogated with respect to the possibility 
of their living ; he is commanded to bid them live in the 
name of the Lord. On issuing the proclamation, he 
perceived a noise among the bones : the bones shook > 
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and came, each to his kindred bone ; the sinews, flesh, 
and skin then came upon them, and, in answer to his 
prayer, lifQ was communicated to them. 

This allegor/ may b^ considered as a partial descrip- 
tion of the state of our people in Babylon, and their 
unexpected deliverance from it : it may also, in some  
sense, be applied to the conversion of every sinner ; but 
God himself interprets it of the future restoration, con- 
version, and reunion of the ten tribes with th^. house of 
iudah. It is evident that neither this vision nor *the 
remainder of the chapter can be said to have received 
its full accomplishment in the return of our people from 
Babylon, or in the conversion of any sinner. It is not 
applicable to the return from the Babylonish captivity, 
for the following reasons.: 

 The number of the ten tribes that might have returned 
with Judah was too small to contain a full accomplish- 
ment of this prophecy, which is expressly applied to " the 
whole house of Israel." Those who were to return are 
described as *^ an exceeding great army ;" but thoi>e of 
Judah and of the other ten tribes, which return from 
Babylon, were very far from answering this description. 
The people to whom the promises in this chapter be- 
long, have been scattered far and wide ; they are said 
to be gathered ** from all the heathen," to be gathered* 
on every side ; but during the Babylonish captivity our 
people were not far from each other. Again, tbey are 
to return to the land which had been always desolate^ 
which is peculiarly applicable to the land of our fathers, 
since their dispersion by the Romans. The pious cha- 
racter of the people that were to retuni, and the delight 
and pleasure God would have in the midst of them, is 
not applicable to the character of our people after their 
return from Babylon. Though, the company which re« 
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turned with Zenibbabel were many of them godly peo- 
{de, yet the whole history of our nation, from thence to 
the coming of Christ, is far from answering to what is 
said of them in this prophecy, ** that they should walk 
in God's judgments, to observe his statutes, and do 
them ;" such promises also of " his tabernacle being 
with them, and his sanctuary in the midst of them for 
evermore," seems to be much too strong for the above 
period. Farther, Ephraim, and the ten tribes that joined 
with him, and Judah, together with his associates, are 
to return and become one nation upon the mountains of 
Israel, which certainly has never been fulfilled, but will 
surely be accomplished. Again, it is promised that, 
after this union shall have been effected, David, 6od'« 
servant, shall be king over them, and he shall be their 
prince /or ever ; now, it is evident that our people, after 
their return from Babylon, had no temporal prince of 
David's line to reign over them, nor have they had one 
since ; but, after their return from their present lost con- 
dition, Christ Jesus, the Messiah, the true David, shall 
reign over them for ever and ever, as will also appear 
from Hosea, 3d chapter, to be considered next. Ob* 
serve also, my dear reader, that it is declared, in the 
strongest terms, that God would never again cast them 
^ ofT, nor disinherit them ; which is surely not applicable 
to their first return ; for in a very few centuries they 
were again cast ofif, and more miserably wasted than be- 
fore. The time when this prediction is to be fulfilled 
is called " the latter days," an expression which always 
refers to the time after the coming of the Messiah^ 
which shows it was a long Ume after the prophet had 
spoken, see chap, xxxviii. 8, 16, 17. Lastly, you will 
please to notice that, in connexion with this prophecy, 
mention is made in the next three chapters of a war 
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made against the inhabitants of Judea, who Had just re- 
turned to their land, and, therefore, had not had time 
to fortify their cities ; die enemy is represented as such 
a numerous army as have never met before Jerusalem ; 
a^d their destruction, and the deliverance of our people 
thereby, is ascribed to the immediate hand and power 
of God, or to a miracle, and that too of the most extra- 
ordinary kind. But it is evident that, since the days 
of Ezekiel to the present time, no such event has hap- 
pened, either to our people or to their enemies. 

^ 2. From a consideration of all these things together, 
we may certainly conclude that this prophecy has never 
had its accomplishment, but refers to an event that is 
still future, and is not to happen till after our dear peo- 
{4e are again settled in their own land of Caoaan, and 
Judah and Ephraim united in one nation, under the 
happy reign of David, their Lord and King, for ever and 
ever. 

Neither can this famous prophecy be spiritualized, nor 
applied with any propriety to the general conversion of 
sinners from among the Gentiles. For the people jire 
declared, by Jehovah himself, to be Bphraim, and the 
house of Israel his companions, and Judah and his com- 
panions ; and they shall be gathered ont of all their 
dvoelUng^laces, where they have sinned, " and they 
shall^w^eil in the land that I have given unto Jacob my 
servant, wherein your fathers have dtoelt, and they shall 
dwell therein, even they and their children, and their 
children's children for ever." 

A very sensible writer in the " Jewish Expositor," 
(vol. vii. p. 13,) has the following observation : " That 
this chapter is not to be applied in an allegorical sense, 
nor applied to the Gentile churches, is evident from ver. 
2\ and 22 : for how can the churches of the Gentiles, 
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or the Christians iii general, become one nation in the 
land upon the mountains of Israel ? Does not the stick 
of Judah and the stick of Joseph, &c., which are to be- 
come one, evidently mean the two kingdoms of Judali 
and Israel, which had been divided ? These are tte 
true and literal children of Israel which are to be taken 
from among the heathen, and not any allegorical off- 
spring, as some commentators suppose, in order to ob- 
scure some of the most clear and plain passages of the 
Scripture prophecies. If, then, a literal restoration of 
Israel is here intended, it is plain that the^prophecy is 
tiot yet fulfilled, from ver* 25, where it is said, that, after 
the restoration here spoken of, ' they shall dwell in the 
land of their forefathers, they and their children, and 
their children's children for ever. But this we cannot 
, suppose to have been verified by any former return, as 
ihey have since been dispersed among all nations. 

" This prophecy, therefore, is yet to be fulfilled, 
though not without some powerful opposition, which 
shall be unsuccessfully made against it by some great 
and populous nations in the latter days ; which is the 
subject of the following two chapters." 

^ 3. M. Henry, in his introduction to this chapter, 
says, "God has assured them, in the foregoing chapter, 
that he would gather the house of Israel, even all of it, 
and would bring them to their own land ; but there were 
two things that rendered this very unlikely : 

*' 1 St. That they were so dispersed among their ene- 
mies, so destitute of all helps and advantages which 
might favour or follow them on their return, and so 
dispirited likewise in their owti minds upon all these 
accounts. They are here, in vision, compared to a 
valley full of dry bones of dead men, which should bo 
brought together and raised to life. Ver X — 14. 
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<* 2d. They were so much divided among theroselvesy 
too much of the old core remaining eren in their cap*- 
tiTity. But as to thia, by a sign of two sticks niad« 
one in the hand of the prophet, is foreshown the happy 
coalition that* should be, at their return, between the 
two nations of Israel and Judah." Yer. 15-^22. 

** The vision was evidently intended," says Dr. Scott, 
'* in its primaiy meaning, to encourage the desponding 
Jews ; to predict both their restoration afler the capti« 
vity, and also their fecovery from the present long-con« 
tinned dispersion." 

Speaking of the union of the two sticks in the hand 
of the prophet, he says, ** This was partially accom- 
plished after the Babylonish captivity, when all the 
Israelites that returned with the Jews from Babylon 
settled under the same government, and formed with 
them one nation. But it is probable that there will 
hereafter be a more remarkable accomplishment of it." 

On ver. 25 he sa3r8, '^ This cannot possibly be inter- 
preted of any events that took place before the coming 
of Christ ; and after his coming, the Jews were soon 
driven from their own land, and have never regained 
possession of it : yet the language is so expressive, thai 
it seems plainly to mean that the J^ws should dwell in 
Canaan, under the rule oiChrist, from the time intended, 
through all generations to the end of the whole." 

^ 4. Mr. Faber having proved the future restoration 
and conversion of Judah, he goes^ on to say : 

^* But th'e lost ten tribes of Israel are still dispersed 
through the extensive regions of the north and of the 
east. These, according to the sure word of prophecy, 
however they may be now concealed from mortal know- 
ledge, virill be found again, and will be brought back 
into the countries c^ their fathers. All nations and all 
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tongues shall come and see the glory of the Lord ; for 
he will set among them a«ign, even the sign of the Son 
of man, the sign of the illuminated Shechinah; and wiS 
send unto them those- that have escaped from the 
slaughter of the Antichristtan confederacy, that they 
may declare his glory among the nations. Convinced, 
by ocular demonstration, that God doth indeed reign in 
Zion, and at once divinely impelled and enabled both to 
seek out from among them, and to find the long-lost' 
sheep of the house of Israel, they will bring by land, in 
vast caravans, all the brethren of Judah for an offering 
unto the Lord, as the great maritime power had already 
brought the converted Jews for a present tmto the Lord 
to his holy mountain. 'Then shall the stick of Joseph.- 
be united for ever with the stick of Judah : Ephraim 
■hall be no more a separate people, but the whole house 
of Jacob shall become one nation, under one king, even 
the mystic David, Jesus the Messiah. 

*' The various prophecies which speak of the resto- 
ration of the ten tribes, certainly cannot relate to the 
restoration of* those detached individuals <mi of them, 
who returned with Judah from the Babylonian captivity. 
This is manifest, both because their restoration is 
represented as perfectly distinct from the restoration of 
Judah, and because it is plaeed at once subsequent to 
that event, and to the overthrow of Antichrist. In fact, 
the converted fugitives from the armies of Antichrist 
are described as being greatly instrumental in bringing 
about the restoration of the ten tribes. Hence their 
restoration is plainly future ; and hence wo cannot, with 
any degree of consistency, apply the predictions which 
foretell it, to the return of a few individuals from 
Babylon with Judah. Of the Jews who were carried 
away captive to Babylon, only a very small pArt, accord^ 
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iog to Houliegan, not' more than a hundredth part, re- 
turned to their own country. Those .who were left .be- 
hind will doubtless, at the time of the second advent, be 
brought back along with their brethren of the ten tribes, 
just as those individuals of the ten tribes who returned 
with Judah from Babylon, and (adhering to him notwith* 
standing the Samaritan schism) were afterward scat- 
tered with him by the Romans, will be brought back 
with their brethren the Jews. So far, but no farther; 
the otherwise distinct restoration of Judah and of Jo- 
seph will in some measure be mingled together. This 
circumstance is very accurately noted by Ezekiel, even 
when predicting the twofold restoration of Judah and 
Joseph, and their subsequent union under one king. He 
speaks neither of Judah nor of Joseph simply^ but styles 
the one division, Judah and the children of Israel his 
companions ; and the other division, Joseph and all the 
house of Israel his companions ;• thus plainly intimating 
that some of the children of Israel shall return with Ju- 
dah ; but that numbers of all the tribes, not of the king- 
dom»of ten tribes cmly, but of all the tribes, shall return 
with Joseph." . 

A similar prophecy of the return and conversicm of the 
ten tribes, together with Judah, we have in, 

§ '5. Hosea iii. 4, 6. " For the children of Israel 
' shall abide many days without a king, and without a 
I»rince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without teraphim : afterward 
shall the children of Israel return and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the latter days." 

Known unto God are all his works, from the begin* 
ning of the world ; and whatever he has predetermined 
in his eternal counsels, shall surely be fulfilled. Often^ 
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indeed, is the ezeentioii of his purposes delayed, till im- 
Mievers begin to dank that his word has failed of its 
accomi^hnient ; but *' in the eyening time it shall be 
light ;" and when the obstades to ys will seem almost 
insurmountable, he will glorify himself in fulfilling it 
beyond all human expectation. Thus he acted, when, 
according to his promise, he brought our fathers out of 
Egypt He suffered them to be detained till the very 
last day that they could be consistently with the truth 
of his promise : and then, when my people themselves 
were almost reduced to despair, he brought them out 
with a mighty hand and stretched-out arm. Thus also 
will he act yet once more toward the children of Israel, 
his cholien people. They have been for ages " cast 
out," almost beyond hope of recovery*; fiut there is a 
perigd when they shall return, and commit themselves 
to the government of Christ, as ever they did to the 
direction of Moses. Of this glorious event the prophecy 
under consideration assures ns. It consists of two 
parts. It announces the calamities which should be- 
fall the children of Israel, and foretells their happy de- 
liverance. And as their calamities had respect both to 
their civil and religious state, so, in like manner, their 
deliverance. 

That this precious prophecy of their restoration to the 
knowledge, service, and enjoyment of Gk>d, and the 
happy government of the Messiah over them, was not 
fulfilled at the return of my people from the Babylonish 
captivity, but is yet to be accomplished, is evident from 
the following consideration : 

^ 6. That by " David their king ** is meant the pro- 
mised Messiah, is acknowledged by almost all the Rab- 
bins (as will be shown hereaf^ery and by almost all 
Christian divines. 
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This is a title ftftcnbed to kini ia several other pas- 
sages, Jev. zxz. 9 ; Ezek.. xxxiv. 23y 24 ; xxxvii. 21, 22, 
24. The .context and the manifeet scope of them de- 
temune them to belong to him. 

He is called David, noton^r because he was the sen 
and Lord of David^ but because David was an eminent 
type of him, in the meanness of his descent, the come- 
liness of his person, his wisdom and prudence, his cou- 
rage and valour ; in his holiness and the extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit with whicli he was endowed, as also 
in the kingly office, and in the battles which he fought, 
as well as in the conquests which he obtained. 

Now, it is a fact too well known to need proof,, that 
my people, after their return from Babylon, were so far 
from *' seeking the Lord their God, and D4vid their king, 
and fearing the Lord and his goodness," that they grew 
worse and -worse, till they had filled up the measure of 
their iniquity in crucifying the Lord of glory, and re- 
jecting the offers of mejcy through that very precious 
blood which they had imprecated upon themselves and 
their children, and for which the wrath of God has 
come upon them and continued to the present day, 

§ 7. Hence, I observe farther, that the prediction of 
their return cannot y%t have been accomplished, because 
their calamities have not yet ended. How remarkably 
striking has been the fulfilment of the former parts of this 
prediction ! For many centuries past my dear, people 
have not been a body politic, having no rule and domi- 
nion among themselves ; they have no king nor prince of 
their own ;~ the sceptre is departed from them ; neither 
is any sacrifice offered by them, for ^eir daily sacrifice 
has ceased ; and what is very remarkable, although my 
people were once very prone to idolatrous worship, as 
their batoiy shows, yet it is«well known that there is 
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BOt DOW an image among them. And for this reason many 
of my brethren, who, at their conversion, joined the Ro« 
man Catholics, as soon as they became acquainted with 
their image worship, left^era and joined the Protest 
tants. Witness Joseph Wolff. And for this reason 
also, when the great council of the Rabbins in the val- 
ley of Hungaria« after many days' controversy witk Ro- 
mish priests, had resolved to embrace the Christian re*' 
ligion, but were told by the priests that they worshipped 
saints and their images, my people were so disgusted 
that they exclaimed, ^ No idols !" and the council broke 
up without farther discussion. 

Now, since it must be acknowledged, and actually is 
by most divines, that the former part of this prophecy 
has been fulfilled and is still fulfilling, b6th with respect 
to Judah and £phraim, it follows that the second partis 
also to be fulfilled, after they return to seek the Lord. 
Besides, it is expressly said that the children of Israel 
should be, for tnany days, deprived of their privileges, 
and that they shall seek the Lord in the latter days. 
Both Jewish and Christian commentators agree that the 
latter days refer to the coming of the Messiah, ' and, 
therefore, this could not have beep fulfilled before the 
coming of Jesus ; and I have already shown that my 
people did not receive him as " David their king*" 
Permit me, now, my dear reader, to add the testimony 
of the Rabbins, of blessed memory; and of a few Chris- 
tian writers. 

^ 8. Kimchi says, <* These are ithe days of the cap- 
tivity in which we now are ; at ihlh day we have no 
king nor prince out of Israel, and we are under the 
power of the nations, and of their kings and princes ; 
and have no sacrifice for God,- nor image for idols ; nor 
ephod for Grod, that declares future things ; and tera^ 
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pUm for idolatry, which shows things to come, accord* 
lag to the mind of those that believe in them.*' 

Ycarchi speaks much to the same effect : ^ Without 
eacrifice in the sa^lBetuary of Judah, without an image of 
Baal in Samaria for the kings of Israel, without an 
^ephod of Urim and Thummim, that declare hidden 
things^ and teraphim made for a time to speak of, and 
show things that are secret." With this agree the 
words of Aben Ezra and Abarbanel ; and the Targum 
paraphrases it thus : ^ Without a king of the house of 
David, and without a ruler over Israel, without sacrifice 
acceptance at Jerusidem, and without a high place in 
Samaria, and without an ephod in him that shows, t. e^ 
what shall come to pass." 

That the Messiah is meant by David, is acknowledged 
by all the Rabbins : Zohar, Exod. p. 93, c. 3. Jerusalem, 
Talmud, Beraehoth,5 : 1 ; Bab. Tal. Megi}ah« 18:1; 
Abarbanel Mash. Yeshua, 55 : 4. Ab. Ezra, in loco^ 
Chizuk Emuna, 44 ; Michlal Yophi, Ps. cxliv. 14 ; 
Abendana, Note in Mich. Yophi, 1 Kings xi. 39 ; Hag« 
ii. 23. The Targum says, ** Seek the worship of the 
LfOrd their God^ and obey Messiah the son of David 
their king." 

Rabbi Judah Monis, a learned Jew, who made a pub* 
lie profession of faith in America, at Cambridge, Ms., 
1722, in one of his discours'es he says^ " The first part 
of this prophecy we do see hath been fulfilled to the 
very last tittle, they having been, for the space of above 
1630 years, (since the destruction of their commoQr 
wealtb,) deprived of all these things mentioned in the^ 
4th verse ; and reduced from that state they were for* 
merly in, which was such as could make any nation 
happy, to such a one as they are now in, scattered all 
over the world, subject to all sorts of nations tb^^t »re 
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wHIir.g to let themliv^ among them, ruled by their own 
enemies ; paying tribute to ail oatione wbere they live ; 
and, finally, enduring all tbe ealainities and oppipbrious 
treatment that can make them uiAappy ; and a9 we 
liaye seen tbe first part accomplished, so I hope the 
second part will be fulfilled also, t. e.y they shall return 
and seek the Lord, and David their king, t. «., the Mes- 
siah, the Lord Jesus Christ, and fear him and hiis gbod* 
ness in the latter days, and look on him whom they have 
pierced," Zech. xii. 10. 

^ 9. The learned Dr. Pocock says, " By the chil- 
dren of Isr el are meant the ten tribes, for these does 
the prophet peculiarly now prophesy to, and the things 
more especially concern them. This prophecy is not 
applicable to the children of Israel before the destruc- 
tion of the second temple." 

Mr. Fuller, having proved, by the first and sefcond 
chapters of Hosea, the future conversion of Judah and 
Israel, proceecs to say, " The third chapter contains 
another prophecy on the same subjeet. Like the for- 
mer, it is introduced under the form of a parable. The 
case -supposed is that of a man attached to a woman 
who is an adulteress. Go, saith the Lord to ^e pro^ 
phet, see if thou caiist love such a one ; yet such, if 
anything, must be my love to this people. The pro- 
phet is farther supposed to go and covenant with this 
adulteress, engaging her to desist for many days from 
her lewd^ courses, living, as it were, as a widow, by 
herself, and afterward she should become his wife. 
Such was the love of the Lord to the children of Israel. 
He loved them notwithstanding their idolatry^ and in- 
tended, at a future time, to take them to be his people. 
He would not receive them, however, in their idolatry, 
nor till a proper time had elapsed, in which they should 
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live in a state of separation ; but in due season he would 
take them to himself as his church and people, remem- 
bering their sin no more. 

" The children 6f Israel shall abide many days with- 
out a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice. 
Never surely has a prophecy corresponded more exactly 
with fact. Nor is this all ; the whole of the Israeiitish 
race with whom we have any acquaintance, have also 
been without an image, and without an ephod, and with- 
out teraphim ; tha't is, though mixed with the nations of 
the world, and in other respects wicked in the extreme, 
yet they have not been suffered to go into their former 
idolatrous practices ; and have thus answered to the 
adulteress ceasing from playing the harlot, and abiding 
for her husband in a state of separation many days. 
Afterward shall the children of Israel return and seek 
Jehovah their God, and David their king ; and shall fear 
the Lord and his goodness in the latter days. On thiif 
no reflection need be made, save this, that tbe superabun- 
dant grace of Ood toward them, in their outcast and 
perishing condition, shall not only flil their hearts with 
gratitude, but inspire them with a holy fear of offending 
him any more." 

§ 10. Dr. Scott says, " Some interpret this almost 
wholly of the kingdom of Israel : but the prophecy seems 
to require us to understand it of the whole people de- 
scended from Abraham, Isaao, and Jacob." Again, 
** The kingdom of Israel was, soon after this, entirely 
ruined, and the people were incorporated either with the 
Jews or the nations among whom they resided ; and 
have had neither king, prince, priest, sacrifice, nor re« 
ligious establishment from that day to this. The Jews 
remained several years without these advantages during 

the Babylonish captivity ; yet their civil and religious 

* Aa3 
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eoBstitiitioa was again restored. But aince tbe rejec* 
tion of that nation at the introdnction of Christiamty, 
and the destruction of their city and iem|de by the Ro- 
mans, they hare continued to this time, for much above 
seventeen hundred years, without a king or prince of 
their own nation ; and without priest and sacrifice, or 
anything substituted in the place of the temple worship : 
and (what is still more remarkable) they have, also re* 
mained withoitf an image, epbodf or teraphim ; without 
any of those idolatrous ob^nrances and appsuratos to 
which they were so generally attached when this jvo- 
pheey was uttered." '^ It was also predicted that after- 
ward they should return, (from their state of rejection 
and unbelief,) and seek the Lord their Gk>d, and David 
their king." This even their own writers explain of 
ihe promised Messiah, and doubtless it foretold their 
future conversion to Christ; for wluch they are evidently 
preserved a separate peojf^e, neither a part of the true 
church, nor yet given up to spiritual adultery ; but put 
aside en a separate, scanty maintenance, in a deba&ed 
condition, for a long time, (like Hosea's wife,). to be at 
length received to favour again." 

Now, my dear reader, there are many more predic- 
tions of a similar nature with those we have already con- 
sidered, such as Isa. ii. 1 — 5 ; xi< 11 — 16 ; xiix. 14 — ^26. 
Amos ix. 11 — 15. Zephaniah tii. 8 — ^20. Zech. viii. 
IB — 1 3, &c«, &c. But I shall solicit your attention to 
only two more. 
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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

^ 1. I oommeace with Jer. xxxi. 31 — 40, ^ Betkold, 
the days come, sailh the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the home 
ei iudah : not according to the covenant, that I made 
with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the 
hand to hring them out of the land of Egypt ; (which 
my covenant they brake, although I was a husband a»to 
them, saith the Lord ;) but this shall be the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel ; After these 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their Grod, 
and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying. Know the Lord; for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest cf 
them, saith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity^ 
and I will remember their sin no more. Thus saith the 
Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the 
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by 
night ; which divideth the sea when the wave& thereof 
roar ; The Lord of hosts is his name : If those ordi- 
nances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the 
seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation be- 
fore me for ever. Thus saith the Lord, If the heaven 
above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of 
Israel for all they have done, saith the Lord. Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be 
built to the. Lord, from the tower of Hanane'el unto the 
gate of the corner ; and the measuring-line shall yet go 
forth over against it lipon the hill Gareb, and shall com- 
pass about to Goath ; and the whole valley of the dead 
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bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the 
brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse-gate 
toward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord ; it shall 
not be plucked up nor thrown down any iiiOre for 
ever/' 

Although this prediction respecting a new covenant 
is applied by the apostle (Heb. viii.) to the commence* 
ment of the New Testament dispensation, and was ac- 
tually made or established by the death, resurrection, 
and ascension of Jesus ; and although the blessings of 
this covenailt are the same as are enjoyed by every con- 
verted sinner, yet literally and more fully it respects my 
natioi!, with whom the other covenant had been made 
wlien God brought them out of Egypt. Nor was this' 
prediction fulfilled in the cohvexsion of my brethren in 
the apostolic time, for, however many of them may 
have been converted, they ail have been mixed with 
the converts of other nations ; but the promise in this 
prophecy is the conversion^ not of a few or many, '*but 
the whole house of Israel and the house of Judah," ver. 
31, " the nation," ver. 36, just as the covenant of Sinai 
had been made with the nation. " They shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them," 
ver. 34. Farther, this promise was made to the ten 
tribes as well as to the house of Judah. Long before 
the giving of this promise, my people were divided into 
two parts. The one of them, in a way of distinction 
from the other,' retained the name of Israel. These 
were the ten tribes which fell off from the house of Da* 
rid,, under the conduct of Ephraim; whence they are 
often also in the prophets called by that name. The 
other, consisting of the tribe properly so called, with 
that of Benjamin and the greatest part of Levi, took the 
name of Judah, and afterward was called the Jews^ aivd 
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witb them tke promise remained in a peculiar manner. 
But whereas they all originally sprang; from Abraham, 
who received the promise from ihem all, and because 
they were all equally, in their forefather, brought into 
the bond of the old covenant, they are here mentioned 
distinctly, that none of the seed of Abraham might be 
excluded from the tender of this covenant. Hence, 
unto the whole seed of Abraham according to the flesh, 
it was that this covenant was first to be ofl^red. So 
Peter tells them in his first sermon, that the promise 
was unto them and their children who ^ere there pro- 
sent, i. Cm the house ofJuddhy and to them that are afar 
off, i. e., the house of Israel^ or the ten tribes, in their 
dispersion. Acts ii. 39. It appears, therefore, plainly, 
that the promise is yet t6 be fulfilled in the conversion 
of the ten tribes as well as the house of Judah. Be- 
sides, at that time *' the city shall be built, which shall 
ncrt' be plucked up nor thrown down any more for ever," 
ver. 38, 40. 

It is evident, therefore, that Judah will first return to 
the literal Canaan, rebuild the city, and after that be 
converted as a nation ; and the sure fulfilment of it is 
more certain than the stability of heaven and earth. 

^ 2. '' This new covenant," says the learned and ju* 
dicious A. McLean, " was promised to be made with 
the house of I srael and with the house of Judah. These , 
in the first place, signify the election among the natural 
posterity of Abraham, with whose fathers the old cove* 
nant was made, ver. 9. To them, in the first instance, 
belong * the covenants and the promises,' Rom. ix. 4 ; 
and among them they had their first accomplishment. 
Acts ii. 25, 26 ; and though the bulk of that nation was ' 
broken off, through their unbelief and rejection of the . 
Messiah, Rom. xi. 20, yet this covenant still wears a 
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farourable aspect toward tkat people, when the fulness 
of the Gentiles shall be come in ; for this is God's cove- 
nant unto them, when he shall take away their sins," 
Ter. 25—27. ** When Israel shall be again called into 
the Church," says Dr. Scott, '* it will not be according 
to the Sinai covenant ; but by having the law written 
in their hearts, and the covenant thus inwardly ratified 
to them. As much as the heavenly bodies will con- 
tinue their settled course to the end of time, so surely 
will Israel be continued a separate people, without be- 
ing finally excluded from the Church! nor will God 
ever cast them all off for all their sins, till it be possible 
for man to measure the height of the heavens, or ta 
search out the foundations of the earth." The last pre- 
diction I shall name is that by the prophet, 

^ 3. Zechariah xii. 10 — 14, " And I will pour upon 
the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jer% 
salem the spirit of grace and of supplications ; and tlfty 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him as one that moumeth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him as one that isw 
bitterness for his first-born. In that day shall there be 
a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mournirig of Ha- 
dadrimmon, in the valley of Megiddon. And the land 
shall mourn, every family apart ; the family of the house 
of David apart, and their wives apart ; the family of the 
house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart ; the family 
of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart ; the 
family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart ; all the 
families that remain, every family apart, and their wives 
apart." 

1st. That this Is a prophecy respecting the Messiah, 
is acknowledged by the Rabbins, Succah, foL 52. 1 ; 
R. S. Ben. Melech in loco ; Ber. Rab. fol. 905 ; Yarchl 
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ftnd Kimchi in loco ; R. Haddarehan, Gen. 28. Some 
think that part of yer. 10 was spoken by the prophet, 
▼iz., ** they shall mourn for him," because it is spoken 
in the third person far him ; but no converted sinner, 
whether Jew or Gentile, needs to mourn for Atm, i. e., 
Messi&h or Christ, but they will mourn for the act of 
having pierced him ; for the word a/av, translated Aim, 
signifies also t/, or on^ccount of it, concerning it. To 
return. 

2d. Two things are ascribed to the Messiah. He 
was to be pierced ; and he was to pour upon the house 
of D^vid and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of 
gace and of supplications. 

3d. The effect of the operations of the Holy Spirit 
was twofold. Faith in the Messiah, ** they shall look 
unto him,** by which faith is expressed great moum- 
ijfg and true repentance for having pierced him. We 
have then a description of the nature and extent of the 
mourning. The former is compared to that of a tender 
mother, having lost " an only son, or a first-born,'' 
which mourning is sincere, deep, and lasting ; and the 
extent is compared to that mourning which was occa- 
sioned by the death of Josiah, who was slain at Hada^ 
drimmpn, in the valley of Megiddon ; the greatest mourn- 
ing my people wdre acquainted with, and on that ac- 
count it grew up into a prorerb ; and as that mourning 
was national, so would this be also. 

Such, my dear reader, is the outline of this precious 
promise. Now, although this prediction may have been 
partially fulfilled in the conversion of many of my Jew- 
ish brethren in the apostolic times, and however appli- 
cable it is to the conversion of every sinner ; yet it must 
be allowed that its proper and complete fulfilment is yet 
to come. It is evident that no such repentance and 



M8 lUDJLH AK0 ttRAfiL. 

faith, such general and particular moumiag for piercing 
Christ, has ever taken place among my dear people ; 
nor has the preceding part of the chapter, closely con* 
nected with the prediction under oonBideration, been 
fulfilled. Jerusalem must first be rebuilt, before it 
18 besieged by the united power of many kings, who 
shall then be destroyed in a miraculous manner. I con- 
clude, therefore, that this is a prophecy concerning the 
future restoration of my nation to the lateral land of Ga-> 
naan ; that they will rebuild the city J^nisalem ; that.they 
will afterward be besieged by many nations, who shall 
be destroyed by God himself : and in that day Judah 
and Israel shall be converted unto God. 

^ 4. " That we may perceive," says Dr. Fuller, " the 
connexion of the prophecy, (Zech. chap, xii.,) it will be 
proper to observe, that ^chapter xi. contains a prediction 
of the overthrow of the Jewish nation by the Romans ; 
but chapter xii. contains a prophecy of their restoration ; 
and this is, therefore, called ' the burden of the word 
of the Lord,' ver, 1. 

** The events of this and the foregoing . prophecy, 
though asunder as to time, yet very properly follow each 
other. Paul takes but little notice of the state of the 
Jews during &eir long dispersion ; but passing over 
that chasm, as included in their being hroketi^ off^ pro- 
ceeds to speak of their being gra0ed on again, Rom. 
xi. 

**It were presumptuous to be very positive as to the' 
meaning of a prophecy which is yet to be accomplish- 
ed ; but, comparing it with other prophecies of the same 
event, the following particulars appear to be conveyed 
by it : 

" ] St. That the Jews will be restored to their own 
bad prior to their conversion, ver. 6. 
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^*2d. That a grand combination will be formed 
against tfaem, lyith a view lo dispossess them, ver. 2, 9. 

" 3d. That the nations engaged in this combination 
will be repulsed and sorely punished for their presump- 
tuous attempt, ver. 2 — 6. 

'^ 4th. That the country and city shall be united 
against the enemy, ver. 5, 7. 

"5th. That they shall be guarded by Providence, 
and strengthened to encounter the greatest difficulties, 
ver, 8. » 

^' 6th. That afler these temporal interpositions, the 
Lord will >pour upon ^hem a spirit of grace and of sup- 
plications ; and they shall lament over their sins, and 
the sins of their fathers, particularly in having crucified 
the Lord of glory, ver. 10. 

" Finally, The remedy to all this grief is mentioned j 
chap. xiii. 1, ' In that day there shall be a fountain open- 
ed to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, for sin and uncleanness.' By looking to Jesus, 
they were wounded ; and by looking to Jesus, they are 
healed. The first-fruits of this great work appeared cm 
the day of Pentecost, when thousands were pricked to 
the heart, repented, and were baptized in that name 
which they had despised ; but the lump is yet to ap- 
pear. ' Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
who only doeth wondrous things : and blessed be his 
glorious name for ever : and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. Amen and amen.' " 

^ 5. Some expositors consider this as predicting the 
victories of the Maccabees over Antiochus ; but that 
persecutor nevet besieged Jerusalem ; ^^ and the lan- 
guage," says Bishop Newcomb, " is much too strong 
to denote the success of the Maccabees." Again he 
sayS) " God's signal interposition in behalf of Judah ani 
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lennalem, at their fcrttiro f estoration, having been tofi^ 
told, the prophet proceeds to foretell their conyersioii to 
Christianity ." 

** The former part of this chapter relates to an inva- 
sion made upon the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem 
in the latter times of the worid, probably, after their 
restoration and settlement in their own land." — Bishop 

LOfOlhr ' 

*' However it may be accommodated," says Dr. Scott, 
'* some special events were doubtless intended by the 
Holy Spirit, and it is probable that the grand accom-* 
plishment of it is yet to be expected. The ancestors of 
the Jews caused Christ to be nailed to the cross, and 
pierced by the soldier's spear ; for they emfdoyed the 
Romans to execute the sentence which they had de- 
nounced, exclaiming, ' His blood be upon us, and on 
our children ;' and their posterity have ever since been 
consenting to this deed by their obstinate unbelief. 
But at the predicted period they will know who this 
crucified Jesus was, and then they shall by faith look 
to him, and mourn over him, as pierced and slain by 
them. A partial fulfilment of this took place at and 
after the day of Pentecost, in the conversion of numbers 
of the Jews who had just before crucified Christ, and 
it is descriptive of the conversion of sinners in every 
age. Yet there can be no reasonaUe doubt but it is an 
intended prediction of the conversipn of the Jewish na- 
tion, when they shall, as one body, embrace the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ." 

Thus, my dear reader, I hope I have established, 
npon Divine testimony, the proposition that my dear 
people, both Judah and Ephraim, will be brought back 
to their own land, and after that be brought to the 
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ; yet it may not be 
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improper to remind you of a few facts, as collateral evi- 
dence. 

\ 6. It is the opinion of many eminent writers, that 
my peGpke hav« never yet possessed all the land which 
€rod promised to th^r fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob ; but the time will surely come,-wfaen our faithful 
covenant God will fulfil his promises in the fullest ex- 
tettt. (See this subject flibly discussed in the *' Jewish 
Expositor," 1822, p. 271 — ^276. See also the quotation 
from Joseph Mede, in the preceding pages.) 

^ 7. Tho Wonderful preservation of my people as a 
distinct nation, is another argument in favour of their 
return to their own land. It has been foretold by Moses 
aiid the prophets that, though they shall be dispersed 
among all nations, yet they should not be totally de^ 
stroyed, but still subsist as a^ distinct people. Read 
carefully, my dear reader, the f^lowing passages : Lev. 
xxvi. 44 ; Numb, xxiii. 9 ; Jer. xxx. 1 1 ; Amos ix. 8. 
My beloved nation, like the bush of Moses, hath been 
always burning, but it is never consumed. And what a 
marvellous thing it is that, after so many wars, battles, 
and sieges, after so many fires, famines, and pestilences* 
after so many years of captivity, slavery, and misery, 
they are not destroyed utterly, and, though scattered 
among all people, yet subsist* as a distinct people by 
themselves. Where is anything comparable to this to 
be found in all the histories and in all the nations under 
the sun ? How just and beautiful is the observation of 
Bishop Newton on this- subject : *' The preservation 
of the Jews through so many ages, and the total de* 
fltructioa of their enemies, are wonderful events ; and 
are still more wonderful, by being signified beforehand* 
by the spirit of prophecy, as we find particularly in the 
Prophet Jeremiah, xlvL 28^ < Fear not thou, O Jacob mj 
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servant, saith the Lord ; for I am with thee ; for I wiS 
make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven 
thee, hut not make a full end of thee. I The preserva- 
tion of the Jews is really one of the most signal and 
illustrious acts of Divine Providence. They are dis- 
persed among all nations, yet they are not confounded 
with any. The drep» of rain which fall, nay, the great 
rivers which flow into the ocean, are soon mingled and 
lost in the immense body of waters : and the same, in 
all human probability, would have been the fate of the 
Jews ; they would have been mingled and lost^in the 
common mass of mankind ; but, on the contrary, they 
flow into all parts of the world, mix with all nations, and 
yet keep separate from all. They still live as a distinct 
-people, and yet they nowhere live accordilag to their 
own laws, nowhere elect their own magistrates, no- 
where enjoy the full exercise of their religion. Their 
solemn feasts and sacrifices are limited to one certain 
place, and that hath been now for many ages in the 
hands of strangers and aliens, who will not sufler them 
to come thither. No people have continued unmixed 
so long as they have done, not only of those who have 
sent forth colonies into foreign countries, but even of 
those who have abodes in their own country. The 
northern nations have come in swarms unto the most 
southern parts of Europe, but where are they now to be 
discerned and distinguished 1 The Gauls went forth-in 
great^bodies to seek their for4une in foreign parts ; but 
what traces or footsteps of them are now remaining any- | 

where ? In France, who can separate the race of the ] 

ancient Gauls from the various other people who, from 
time to time, have settled there ? In Spain, who can . j 

distinguish exactly between the first possessors, the 
Spaniards and Goths,: and the Moors, who conquered 
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and kept possession c^ the country for some ages ? In 
Englamd^ who can pretend to say with certainty which 
families are derived from the ancient Britons, and which 
from the Romans, or Saxons, or Danes, or Normans ? 
The most ancient and honourable pedigrees can be 
traced op onlyv to a certain period, and beyond that 
there is nothing but conjecture and uncertainty, ob- 
scurity and ignorance ; but the Jews can go up higher 
than any nation ; they can even date their pedigree from 
the beginning of the world. They may not know from 
what particular tribe or family they are descended, but 
they know certainly that they all spring from the stock 
of Abraham* And yet the. contempt with which they 
have been treated, and the hardships which they have 
undergone in almost all countries, should, one would 
think, have made them desirous to forget or renounce 
their original ; but they possess it, they glory in it : 
and after so many wars^ massacres, and persecutions, 
they still subsist — they still are very numerous : and 
what but a supernatural power could have preserved 
them in such a manner as none other nation upon earth 
hath been {nreeerved ?" 

^ 8. As another argument, I would simply remind 
you, my dear reader, of the general expectation of my 
people to return to the land of their fathers. This desire 
is interwoven in all their prayers from, day to day, and 
more particularly so in the prayers for the festivals, 
especially on the feast of the passover, when it is said 
repeatedly, ^* This year we are here, at the next year 
we shall be in the land of Israel." Now, I cannot but 
hope that these prayers ase '* the prayers of faith," i. e., 
believing the many promises of God on this subject^ 
just as Josephf my namesake, who, just before his death, 

said to his brethren, " I die, and God will surely visit 

B b2 
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you, and bring you out of this land, into the land of 
which he sware unto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," 
Gen. 1.24. It was this promise that supported our 
fathers in the house of the Egyptian bondage, and en- 
couraged them, even when every appearance of hope 
was gone, to groan, and sigh, and pray unto the Lord 
for deliverance : " And Jehovah said, I have surely seen 
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry by reason of their taskmakers : 
for I know their sorrows, and am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them 
up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
Now, therefore, behold the cry of the children of Israel 
is come unto me ; and I have also seen the oppression 
wherewith the Egyptians oppress, them. Come, now, 
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out 
of Egypt," Exod. iii. 7 — 10. In like manner my dear 
people, under their present long: and unparalleled afflic- 
tions, have been supported solely by the '* full assurance 
of faith- and hope " in God's many and precious pro- 
mises, that he will surely gather them again out of every 
nation, and bring them into the land which he gave to 
their fathers ; and they will not be disappointed in their 
expectation. 

^ 9. Let it also be considered, my dear reader, as a 
most remarkable circumstance and strong argument in 
favour of my people's returning again to. the land of their 
fathers, that they are so situated that at the shortest 
notice they are ready and able to depart as easily as^ 
when they came out of Egypt* They have no country 
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they call their own besides the land of Canaan ; they 
are strangers and sojourners as their fathers were ; they 
have no> landed property to dispose of; they do not in- 
termarry with other nations, so as to be detained by at* 
tachments to relations, friends, or possessions. Thus 
God makes " the wrath of man to^pFaiso him, and the 
remainder thereof he will restrain." Nay, their former 
enemies will become their friends, and help them in 
their way to their original possession. " That in aH 
the countries where they are," says the Rev. J. Lunn, 
" They should, generally speaking, have no property, 
either in houses or. lands, no heritable possession or 
share in the government^ nor anything to detain them 
from returning to their native country, in case an op- 
portunity should happen, looks as if Providence intend- 
ed one day to turn back their captivity, and to put them 
into possession of their ancient inheritance. The many 
disappointments which that people have met with in 
attempting to obtain a settlement, or the privileges of 
citizens, in different countries, may indeed be looked 
upon as a punishment, and part of the curse that lies 
upon th«m for* their sin in crucifying the Saviour, and 
continuing so long to reject his Gospel ; and no doubt 
80 it is : but when we consider the kindness of Provi- 
dence to them in other respects, his preserving, sup- 
porting, and even multiplying them, notwithstanding the 
numberless massacres and persecutions they have sus- 
tained, I say, when we consider these things, we cannot 
help thinking that Providence, in disappointing them of 
a settlement, has some other end in view besides punish- 
ing them for their infidelity. If we deny the restoration 
of the J«ws, we will find it hard to account for their 
prosperity. But if we- admit of their future restoration, 
then the reason, not only of their worldly prosperity, 
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but of all the other dispensations of Providence toward 
them, is most apparent. He denies tBem a settlement 
in the countries where they are, to prevent them having 
any attachment to them, and that they maybe underno 
temptation to stay still, or look back^ whensoever they 
are called in the course of Providence to remove ; and 
for this reason, also, he suffers them to be hated and 
persecuted, namely, that they may be the more willing 
to quit the places where they are so used ; and lastly^ 
he endows them with riches, that they may have where- 
with to support themselves on their journey to their 
native country, and to establish themselves iheilem : 
for, as many of them live at a great distance from Pales** 
tine;- to travel so far, and to erect a settlement for them* 
selves in a country almost desolate, is a thing not to be 
done without considerable wealth ; and their being en- 
dowed with such wealth, as it renders their return pos- 
sible, so it adds to the probability of it. Thus both the 
kindness and the severity of Providence toward this 
people serve to confirm the doctrine I have been en- 
deavouring to prove, viz., their future conversion and 
restoration," 

^ 10. Permit me, dear reader, to mention one -more 
argument in favour of the speedy return of my dear peo- 
ple to the land which, though it once flowed with milk 
and honey, has for many ages been desolate, but will 
soon become like '^ the garden of Eden," viz., the re- 
moval of the obstacles out of their way. Not only are 
they prepared by the remarkable hand of Providence to 
return at a moment's warning, but the way is also pre- 
paring for them. The great River Euphrates is drying 
up : the once terrible Turkish empire is crumbling into 
pieces ; and the determined time '* for the land to be 
trodden under foot by the Gentiles " is near its close ; 
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and kings talk of becoming their nursing fathers, and 
queens their nursing mothers. On each of these parti^ 
culars, my dear reader, I i^ould gladly expatiate, at 
considerable length, had not I already greatly exceeded 
my prescribed limits. The following articles have just 
appeared, and. are worthy of notice : 

" Constantinople was taken by the Turks in 145^. 
Soon after that the crescent ceased to conquer. But 
within 35 years of that event the Christian powers be* 
gan to conquer the Mohammedans — the Portuguese in 
India ; the Dutcli in the Eastern Archipelago ; the 
Russians in their vicinity, and lately in Persia and 
Turkey; the French in the north of Africa; and the 
English have swept India. Little remains^ to be done 
to annihilate Mohammedanism — and its annihilation 
will be a great blessing to* the vrorldJ^^^Boston Recorder, 

" Prospects of the Jews. — The subject of the re- 
storation of the Jews is becoming one of deep and gene- 
ral interest in Europe. Petitions have been presented 
to several European Sovereigns on the subject, and 
politicians are discussing it as one of importance to them. 
The jurisdiction of Palestine is now in dispute between 
the Sultan and Mehemit AU ; and it would not be a 
difficult matter fi>r the powers of Europeto secure its 
independence of both. It is also stated in a German 
paper that the Jews of Constantinople, with their Rabbi 
at their head, have covenanted to wait for a temporal 
Messiah only one year more ;. and that if he does not 
come in that time, they will embrace Christianity."—- < 
Chron, cfthe Church, 

f efore I proceed to answer the objections generally 
brought against the preceding proposition, I will en- 
deavour to answer a question very frequently proposed^ 
viz.: 
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^ 11. If the Jews return to their own land, will thej 
rebuild the city of Jerusalem ? Will they have a teo^ 
pie, altar, sacrifice, and priest ?^ 

First, as it respects Jerusalem, there can be no res^ 
aonaUe doubt in the mind of those who will be guided 
by the plain Word of God. Almost in every passage, 
where the restoration of my people to their own land 
is mentioned, the building of the city of Jerusalem, in its 
own place, is also mentioned. Read only the following 
predictions : Jer. xxx. 8 — 11, 18 ; xxxi. 38«*^0 ; Zech. 
xii. 1 — 8. Nor ought we to lose sight of the predicUOQ 
of the blessed Jesus himself, who said, " And Jerusai- 
lem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled," Luke z^. 24 ; which 
evidently implies that, when the time of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled, Jerusalem shall no longer be trodden down, 
but be rebuilt and inhabited again by her own people. 
Dr. Guise, on this passage, says, ''Jerusalem itself 
shall be sacked and trampled upon with indignation and 
contempt ; and shall be kept under the .jurisdiction of 
the Gentiles, and never be rebuilt again, with any^ gran* 
deur, suitaible to its present state, till the glorious days 
shall come which are appointed for the general coo^ 
version of the Jews^ and bringing in of the fulness of 
the Gentiles. Our Lord hereby seems to intimate^ that 
then Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, and the Jews gathered 
to their own country and city again ; and that the Gen« 
tiles shall then no longer lord it over them, but all na- 
tions shall flow in unto them, and shall walk in their 
light, rejoicing in God's mercy to them, and sharing in 
all spiritual blessings with them. Dr. Doddridge safrs, 
" It seems reasonable to suppose that here, as in most 
other places, the Gentiles are opposed to the Jews ; and, 
consequently, all the period between the destruction of 
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lerasatein and ^e restoration of ths Jews to their own 
"ktndf 80 expressly foretold in Scripture, is here intend- 
ed." (See Isaiah xxvii. 12, 13 : Ezek. xi. 17 ; xx. 40, 
42 ; xxxir. 13 ; xxxvi. 24, 28 ; xxxvii. 21 — 28 ; xxxix. 
28, 29 ; Hosea iii. 5 ; Amos ix. 14, 15 ; and Zech, xir. 
10,11.) 

Dr. Gill says, " Then the Jews will be converted, 
and return to their own land, and rebuild and inhabit 
Jerusalem ; but till that time it will be, as it has been, 
and stillis, possessed by the Gentiles." My dear rea« 
der, I might greatly multiply quotations of this nature, 
but these may suffice. 

^12. And as it respects the other part of the ques- 
tion, ab6ut building a temple, and having an altar, and 
sacrifice, <&c., &c., my answer to the whole is in the af- 
firmative. For how could I doubt it for a moment; 
even if the Word of God were perfectly silent on the 
subject ? Suppose a company of five thousand pious 
and^ conscientious Christians had gone to Africa to co- 
lonize, and had drawn up various articles how to pro- 
ceed when arrived there ; viz., to build a city of such 
and such dimensions, to erect so many houses, to plant 
vineyards, to establish certain factories, <&c., &;c. ; but 
not a word is said in this compact about keeping the 
Sabbath and building a place of worship, forming a 
church and administering the ordinances ; and suppose 
also that intelligence had been received, giving an ac- 
count of their safe arrival and establishment according 
to the original agreement, but again not a word is men- 
tioned about their religious deportment ; would any one, 
who had known these five thousand pious Christians, 
suppose for a moment that they kept no Sabbath^ that 
they had no place of worship, that they had constituted 
no church, and consequently administered no ordinances, 
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merely because they had not expressly covenanted 
to do so, and because the intelligence that has reached 
us of their perfect establishment made no mention of 
these things ? Would such a supposition not be a stig- 
ma on their character ? Would it not loudfy proclaim 
their former religious profession to have been hypo- 
crisy of the most heinous kind ? Or must it not rather 
be taken for granted, by all who believe them to be sin- 
cere Christian, that, after their arrival, in imitation of 
the pious patriafchs, who, wherever they pitched their 
tents, erected immediately an altar unto the Lord, the 
very first thing they attended to after their safe arrival 
was, to build a house of worship, and to walk in all 
God's appointed ways ? And now, dear reader, why 
should it be thought strange to believe that my dear peo- 
ple, who have, for nearly eighteen hundred years, most 
conscientiously observed all the religious rites which 
God ge^ve to our fathers, in all countries, among all 
people, and under all circumstances, as far as the law 
of God allows them to observe them in a strange land, 
although these observances exposed them to reproach, 
hatred, persecution, and death itself, would, when they 
are brought back by the wonderful goodness of God to 
the land which* God 'gave to our fathers, build again a 
temple for the worship of God, erect an altar unto the 
Lord, and offer up their sacrifices, and observe all other 
ceremonies which they observed before their dispersion 
by the Romans ? Did they not do so after their return 
from the Babylonish captivity ? How strange and un- 
accountable would it appear if my people, who, while 
the chastening hand of God was upon them for ages, 
were, notwidf^tanding, steadfast and immoveable in w6r- 
shipping that God, should cast off all their religions 
|Nrofession« love« and attachment to him, when he has 



PARTjv. ./ » 301: 

j^efformed hispcdmideA in deliverii^^ them out of ^eir 
captivity, and brought them back to the goodly land? 
Would not suoh a supposition charge them with *' ha^ 
vifig dented the faith, and become worse than infidels V* 
Gcod :forbid that they should ever a6t so basely. 

^13* I am awarei dear reader, that Uus sentiment is 
BOt only open to an Objection which I hope to meet by 
and by : but some will even charge me with heresy. Foi 
a learned and pious author has already thus expressed 
himself: ** It will not be denied that the possession of 
the land "Sf Canaan by the natural posterity of Abraham 
formed an integral pari of that covenant Accordingly> 
as long as that covenant remained in force, Israel re* 
tained possession eif the land ; but when Paul wrote hii 
Epistle to die Hebrews, that economy, had waxed old^ 
and: was ready to^vanish away. Now, to me," heisays, 
** it a{^ars, that to contend for the return of the Jews,* 
us a natieti, to their ownland, is in efieet to * build again 
the things that are destroyed ;' it is virtually denying 
that the Sinai ^covenant has vanUhed ^v)ay-—ii is plead- 
ing for , its restoration- — ^it is, in a word, den3ang xhM 
Christ is come, Dr, if come,, it is denying that his king^ 
dc»n is not of this world." 

These are hard sayings. Here is taaUum inparvo* 
A bad spiiit, bad theology, aad bad reasoning. This is 
condemning, in a lump, a host of the most eminently' 
learned and pious Christians in every age, who have 
believed that the" Jews will return again to their own 
country. Here is a sad donfoundiifg of the covenant 
which God made with Alvaham, which had the knd of 
Canaan for its oiiject, the natural prosperity of Abraham 
for its subjects, and cirounM»sibn for its seal ; and that 
covenant which the Lord made with our fathers wheii 
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he brouglit tlMm out of Egypt, which lu4 the promiBel t 

Messiah, sad salvation bj him, for its antiitype. Th« ' 

former is called the Abrahamic, the second the Sinaic 

covenant. Hence the latter vanished away when Christ 

came, as the shadow gives wajr to the subfitaaoe ; but 

when and where did Qod say that the Abrahamio cove* 

aant should be cUsannulied^ &r vat^isk thoof ? On the 

eontrary, ^* Heaven and earth may sooner cease thatt 

Aiis covenant,^ Jer. xxxi. 30—^38. These two oove^ 

nants are as distinct in their nature and duration^ as the 

oevenant made with Noah and thai made at the foot of 

Mount Sinai. And ahhougb the Ahrahainie was in^ 

eluded in the Smaic, yet as the former existed before the 

latter was made, so likewise it eontiniied in force after 

the other waxed old and vanished away. Besides, what 

has the mere restoration of the. Jews to their own land 

to do with the comin)^ of Chxvst ? What difierence 

does it make where the Jews reside^ whether in Joden 

or Europe ? In a former worit I have proved that the 

Messiah has come, not from the location of the Jews, 

but from his having ftilfilled all that was written of him 

in the Law, in the Prophets, and in the book of Psalms \ 

and I have also proved, in the same work, in.a variety 

of particulsra, that Christ's kingdom is not of this world ; 

yet I believe that he will reign on the earth for a thoii- 

sand years, but not in a woiidly spirit, after the maimer 

and customs of this world. 

Having, I trust, dear reader, estabiMied the point; 
that my beloved people^ both Jndah and Ephraim, aro 
to return to the literal Canaan before their conversion*; * 
that they will rebuild Jerusalem, and establish Judaism 
for a season, and aftenoard be converted, *' and seek the 
Lord ^eir God, and David their king, and shaU fear 
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die Lord and his goodn^s in the latter days ;" I wiU 
now endeaTOinr Uk answer the principal objeotions 
iHKHighl a^amat this aentiment. 

,. ^ 14. A.wiiter in the *' Anierican Christian Spee- 
lator " of 1826, over the signatnre of ^' Alepb," proposes 
the following^ question-: *' WiU the Jews, after their 
i^e^yersion to Christianity, be restored to any of their 
former peeuliar distinctions?^ lie then goes on to 
49tate his dmagwsrp difficulties in a literal fulfilment of 
the prophepies. Now you will easily perceive, my dear 
reader, that this writer > by putting ** the cart before the 
horse," has run into a alou^ <if despond, frooi whioh he 
thought he, ooui^ extricate himself only by making a 
desperate leap o( spiriktmimng all that the prophets 
have said concerning the futpre condition of my people 
4md nation. Had lie put<the question thus : '' Will the 
Jews be restoriod to any 0f 4ieir formex peculiar dis- 
tinctions, and afterward be, converted to Christianity T' 
aU would havo b^en plain and easy. This has been the 
■faul mistalce of almost all the writers in opposition to 
the literal restotatiQn ef my people that I have seen, 
.visk*, putting the coftversion of Isara^ before their restora- 
tion, inst^ q( ^fter.it. . 

;. '^Aleph'' oliyects that the New Testament . speaks 
ifxoiy of th^r spiiitaal eonversionr but is silent respect- 
ing the xe^u^a to Caaa^n^ S^. Am^ser-r-^Th^ reason 
IS plain : the Jewss. were, aj^ that time, stiU.in their own 
hod ; the only question 'Sgitated was« whether all Israel 
W4IS cut off> or 9niy.ap»^ Nor was the literal re- 
^starFttion de^ed till ages after their dispersion by the 

Eomans. 

^ Without fMng ijp^to the ^nl^^ct at len^tli, it is pre- 
sumed that many quotations might be taken from our 
Lord's discoursesiaiidfroatth&hoOik of the Revelations 
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— ^o say nothing of passages from tke writtngs of Bl 
Peler and St. Pai|l, which would tell more /or the 
restoration of the Jews to their own land, than the 8ai>- 
posed di8(»repancy, or absence of harmony, referred to 
in p.. 24, would against it. 

*'^ Though much stress is laid on the supposed silenee 
of the New Testament writers on this subject, it is 8Ug«- 
gested that this \» scarcely fair; ' The old dispensation 
was a shadowy one, and a :figure of one to come. It 
related primarily to the literal Jerusalem; spiritually, 
to the Christian Church; figufatively, to the wiiteiS 
Church, consisting of Jows sndf Gentiles in raillentHal 
glory. The business, therefore, of the evangelists and 
apostles was, to trace out the substance of the shadow, 
to fill up the great outline. 

" The Jews, in the days of the apostles, needed to 
-have thoir mmd drawn In a particular manner to the 
spiritualUy of religion ; and it beilrg in the Dirine pur^ 
pose, ere the close of the sitcesd canon, to- make a more 
full developementofthe glory that should follow, it were 
absurd to draw an unfavourable conclusion merely be* 
eause-the New Testament might not abound with^pro- 
phecies of the Jutttre earthly felicity, as welt as the Old. 
Because the name of Christ i» not named in the Law 
tod the Prophets, would it be fair to conclude that he iB 
not the substance of either ? and the cases are parallel.*^ 

Next he says, " that, at the time of the conversion df 
the Jews, there will be but one fold, under one Shep- 
herd." True, this is my belief, but that does not pre- 
vent their literal return brf^ire their e&ntersiany and theit 
re-establishing Judaism, and remaining, probably for 
yortijlf years, tiH the Lord shall poi^r out the Spirit of 

« Jdwiih EjqiMitor, 18iB% p. M& 
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gmce «nd BUf^atioii^ ftgreeftUy U^ Zatchmah xii. 

Again, he objects thet " the end for which God kej^t 
them distinct is anawend." How^doee " Aleph " know 
thatt . God had but one end to answer, in keepings my 
pe^e distinet from idl. other nations of the earth 2 

If the end has been. ofa|atned«. why has* God kept 
them distiBoi in so woadeifnl a. manner hitherto? 
Does . God aet without- design I May not the^ Lord 
have some wise design in bringing them back to thek 
ttok landf and: permittiBg^ them^to re'rostablish Judaism 
in all its former splendour, and afterward opening their 
eyes- to see indefinitely more glory in Jesus and his 
emss than in ^ese thiags^and thoslayingaside Judaismy 
for the est^lishmentof which they had waited so longi 
and trtisting only in ieaus Chriet as their Saviour and 
dietr God ? Woidd not such a mode be a much greater 
dispiay of the power of.^e Goepeli than if the Jews 
were conwerted gradufdiy in Uieir dispersed state 1 . . 

In answer to the olyection against the restoration, of 
the JeiTB, a writer In the '^Jewtsk Expositw," (18:^, 
pu 207,) says, " To all this thelriends of the Testoi^itioa 
might reply, if things be ao with the Jews, why are 
they stiU kept as a distinct nation ? Why do they not 
idl, as some individuals of them have done, amalgamate 
wdth the inhabitanto of all thoae countrios among whooi 
dicy dwell, seeing it would be their interest so to de^ 
sad seeing that they always from. principle willinglfr ^ 
obey ''the powers that foe ?" Surely nothing but the 
purpose of God to mark them by some naiiomsd diMiwi^ 
iwUfSoi soqne gmod nattontd object^ can account for tlusb 
" God has not cast, awe^ his people : all Israel shall be 
isnwd." And surely thece is .reasonable ground of 
hope that, as.^ |)redioted curses, heoavse'ef their eiii, 
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}mife come litei^^ and folly iipcm i&em, so Uk&wim 
will the mercies promised, ** when thej shsU appe^it 
tbem one head, and come up out of the land : for gteal 
shi^l be the day of Jene^,'' Hoeea i. 1 1 . 

He farther objects, that, because Christ did not com** 
ply with the repeated wishes of the Jews to restore to 
them the kingdom, therefore he- wlU never restore it 
Answer — That Christ did noi comfdy with their carnal 
wishes, was because that was not his errand at his first 
coming; but when did he say that he would neirear 
sostore them after their disporsion, or diat he wocdd 
liwer reign persanaifyfm the eBX&il 

^15. Others hame objeoled, ^* that their return is 
promised upon thek repenleace, and, therefcnre, their 
conversion must precede." True, God expects tketir 
repentance '; but repentance and conversion . do noi 
always go togeUier. There never will be coaveTsion 
without repentance, but there majR-be repentance with* 
out conversion. Surely their 'repentance cannot mean 
Ihatof a converted soul^-^uch godly sorrow, such re- 
pentance as flows from a renewed lieart ; for,<this con«' 
dilion is to be performed b^ore they retora to thent 
own land, but the change of heart Is promised as sue* 
coeding^^ their riestoration. Dent. xxx. i--^ ; Ezekr 
xscBvi., 4(c: '' it is,^^ fao¥rever/^ si^s a soa of Abraham 
in the 1* Jewish^xpositw,-' *^ by no means tme that the 
patmrehal promises were conditional. The terms in 
which they were given nre as absolute as can possibly 
be cCHdceived; the blessings are most evidbntlynmdeio 
depend, not on the conduct of men, but on the sovereign 
wifl; and power, the eterm^ foreknowledge^ and die 
naahangeable faithfulness of Jehovsdi.: he does not sayj 
^ th4mt or thy seed ; butf / hene givtn^^hp myself ham J 
simm, I wiU^not leave thee, tiiyUl I hav« dosie that 
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wkieh I bave spokMi to thee of. It is true that die 
eoreaant of Sinai was coaditiooal ; bttt this was ofdj of 
temporal dtnation : eren wlnle it was in full force, the 
prophets foretold that the days were eoming when (he 
Lord wonddmake a new and an unconditional covenant 
*'with the house of Israel and with the house of Jcdah/ 
(Jer. xxxi. 31, Sic.;) and with this; as contra-distinguish* 
isd firem die other, the Holy Spirit has eiq>liditly ideati« 
fied the patriarchal covenant, for he has taught us by m 
prophet of the New Testlstnient, that < the covenant 
which was confirmed before of Qod in Christ, Uie law, 
which was four hundred years after, could not disannul^ 
that it should make the promise of none efiect ; for if 
thd inheritance were of the law, it would be no more 
of promise, but €k>d gave it to Abraham by proroise.'^^ 
«al. Hi. 

Theire Is but 6iie ohfection more that I shall notice, 
viz., '^ if the Jews are to return to ,Gant»n before 
their conversion, then it is needless to make exertions 
to promote their conversion.'^ Doee it- fbllow, dear 
reader, that because we do not expect tho national con- 
version of -my people till after their restoration to Ca- 
ttaan, that, therefore, no individuals may be converted 
before that time ? The aposHe Paul said and belieted 
that my dear people would continue under the influence 
of spiritual darkness until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
. coo^ in, yet that did not prevent him from gfnn'g into 
t(he synagogue every Sabbath^y, and reasoning with 
&em, fi^m the Scriptures, that Jesus is the Chri8t,'the 
Son of God. '^ Who hath despised the day of smatt 
things I** 

Now, my dear reader, having given you an historical 
acooont of the origin and progress of the present Chris- 
tian efforts to promote the eonverikm of the Jews ; en- 
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fotced the du^ of ChriaitUBs to ftidin psoQiotiiig Htm 
salratioaof Israet; answered. tbe objections geoaiatty 
elated to avoid this duty ; and proved ibefjDOiaveawia of 
Judsk aiid Israel- : may rn6t hope that youai e RsadpiuAf 
inquiring, '< In what way caa I aid thi» good oausoi?*' 
If this work had. not abseady exceeded the. original 
limits, I might easily point out several ws}^ of ^n^eftd^ 
ness. Yoiur pecuniary aid> if ever so emails will b# 
ihankfidly received ; by your oonvcorsatiofiy with a jn^ 
and kind treatment, you n^ty be very/Usefnl ; butsabot^ 
ati, by your fervent prayer you may bring d^wn tbe 
<' Spirit of grace and supplicadoai upon the. bouse of 
David and the inhabitants of Jeynisalem." 

To have heaven engaged on our side, is ^ giiin the 
cause. In evQiy thing^elating to our t^npcsral oonce^msi 
but much more in everything relating to the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ, God is to he acknowledgedrand his 
blessings, patronage, and help implored : and ^lom his 
Almighty power, and his infinite goodness and mercy^ 
what may we not expect? I9 there any object of 
which we can conceive, an which ^. heart of J^hcmk 
is more set^ than the conversion of his^aB<4ent.peoplie» 
the Jews ? With hew sitrwig a faith may w^ then jura^ 
for the apcompiishmeat of that event ? If, when Israel 
had^ provoked him to wrath, and he ^hrea)tei»d4o d#* 
fiUroy them, the prayerii pf Moses turned away bis ange^ 
and hetspared hi^ people ; l^owmuch m^re lOiay we ex* 
pec^ to be-beard^ When our prayer is«. that. Israel m^ 
be saved with an eveitasting salvation. When Daniel 
the prophM understood^ that the deliverance of the Jiawa 
from Babylonish captivity drew near, ** I set my fa6%? 
said he, '' uniothe Lord God^to seek him by prayer and 
«oftplication«?' Iiet us imitate his example, and ontreal 
oiir Qodt in the humblest and most fervent mauner^to de^ 
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liver this people-fram their loog' cBpAvity to «in, and their 
long refection of the Messiah; What wonders has prayw 
er done ! — ^what' deliverances ptocuced f-^-what hles»<» 
ings bronght down from heaven !-<^what evils averted ! 
Its power is still as great as ever. Let m, then, without 
doubt or waverings beseech Ood to sniiie on the woifc 
we harcf in view ; to enable us to act with wisdom and 
love; to strengthen hi» servants engag^ to labour in 
the Spirit of the Gospel ; to rouse the mind of my dear 
people to a de^ concern about the true Messiah ; and 
take away the veil of unbelief from off their hearts, that 
they may turn ilnto the Lord. WiUiotit prayer, nothing 
that respects the cause of -Christ can be expected to 
prosper. Much and persevering prayer wiXL brin^ 
everything to a happy issue. Now, if it be our duty 
" to make prayer and supplication for all men," then we 
ought certainly not to neglect the Jews. The wretched 
condition of the heathen nations has excited theprayera 
of almost every Christian denomination ; but the Jews, 
besides deserving your sympathizing prayers, because of 
their 'misery, may also claim your prayer as a debt of 
equity and gratitude for the many prayers which they 
have offered up for the conversion of the Gentiles long 
before Christ was born. King Solomon, in his dedi- 
cation-prayer. supplicated blessings for ^he Gentiles as 
well a» for nis Jewish brethren. So did the sweet 
Sing6r of Israel in many of his Psalms : — ^ That thy 
way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among 
all nations. Let the'people praise thee, O Crod : let idi 
the people praise thee,'' Ps. Ixvii. 2, 3. " Let the 
whole earth be filled with thy glory. Amen, and amen,** 
Ps. Ixxii. 19. And the prineely Prophet Isaiah saith,^ 
«« For Zion's sake win I not hold my peace, and fdt 
Jerusalem's sake will I not rest, until the righteousness 
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thereof go forth as brightness, and the Balvation dkereof 
as a lamp that burnelh. And 4he Gentiles shall see thy 
nghteoQsuess, and sH kin^ thy glory." jsa. Ixii, 1, 2. 
Did bd[ie?uig Jews thus pray for the eonversioa of M 
idolatioufl OenMtos : then let belteving Gentiles again 
paray for the unbdiieTing Jefws. And when we entflor 
our closet, surround a family altar, or worship in the 
sanctuary, and remember that our prayers must be pre- 
•ented to the Father by the dear Mediator, who is of 
Ihe seed of Abraham, and is not ashamed lo call the 
Jews his Inrethren, let us not forget to pray for the poev 
ouleasts of Israol and the dispersed of Joddh. 

Now, to Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaae, and 
'Jacob, be all tumour and glory. Amen, and Amen. 
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SVJIACT OF A LITTER FROM SIR THOKAS .BARING, BART., 

F£B&0AR7» 1839. 

*f One advantage, howeyer, has resulted from the delay, tis. » thai 
I baye had time and opportunity of reading your two valuable booksy 
' Joseph and Benjamin ' and * Jodah and Israel.* I cannot express 
how much I have been delighted with both, and especially the 
former. I request you will send me here six copies of both works* 
and when I go to London I shall ask for the same nombtr to be 
sent to Devonshire Place, for I wish my friends to have the plea- 
sure and advantage of reading them as vvell as myself. * Joseph 
and Benjamin,' which has been upon the tabte in my. drawing-room 
for seme time, has been taken up and read with expressions of de- 
light by several of my visiters ; and, whether Jew or Gtentile, no 
person can read the book (I should hope so at least) without proSt.** 

Copy of a Letter from the Treastarer of the Berlin Society for promoting 
i&nstianity among the Jewe, dated Mei>li»t Dec 25, 1838, 4ddreesed to 
the Rev. C, P. Frey. 

** Dear Friend md Brother in the liord, 

** Altbongh by grace we are and shall be united through eternity 
in spiritual conmiunion,'yet it is exceedingly pleasant ami delight- 
ful to hear from each other. Again the Lord ha& brought' us 
through another year in peace, and highly praised be his gloriouB 
name. 

** Your * Joseph and Benjamin* is now, by the help of God, com* 
pleted. Twelve copies bound will be sent to you next week, i 
am greatly delij^htea with the work, and am certain it will not be 
' without a blessmg, and that many a Nathaniel, after many, many 
years, will bless the hand that was enabled to wrtle so plainly and 
persptcuoasly, and with so amiclible and .Catholic.^ spirit. Those 
who are best acquainted with the controversy between Jews and 
Christians, hesitate not in saying it is the Jbest work <«n the snbject 
ever published, and is a complete body of divinity. > This work 
will never cease nor die in Germany. . Mr. Lobek .will attend to the ) 

drawing for the balance of £11^ on Sir Thomas Berii^.*' 
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